
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
(This was the sermon that Pastor Joe had intended to preach on 
July 23, but he was unable to be at the service that day, due to 
illness.) 

 
I have a confession to make. I am a 
gardener who likes to plant weeds. 
I know, it sounds kind of crazy. 
Being a gardener, I have a good 
sense of what a weed is. I can spot 
a dandelion or crabgrass right 
away. But the true definition of the 
word “weed,” is not that simple. 
 

The Free Dictionary defines a “weed” as: “A plant 
considered undesirable, unattractive, or 
troublesome,… and often grows or spreads fast or 
takes the place of desired plants.” I once heard 
someone say that a weed is an “unwanted flower.” 
  
When I was young, most wild flowers were 
considered weeds. Today, there is a movement to use 
natural plants in gardens. For example, milkweed 
once grew only in pastures and road ditches. But 
we’ve learned milkweed is tied to the decline of the 
Monarch butterfly, because it’s the only plant their 
caterpillars eat. 
   
During the past couple decades, milkweed has 
disappeared from most fields due to the combined 
use of herbicides like Roundup, and genetically-
modified corn and soybean seeds that withstand 
those same weed killers. 
 
To save the Monarch, people are planting milkweed 
and other native plants among conventional flowers. 
Who would have thought that gardeners would ever 
intentionally plant weeds in their gardens? Yet, that’s 
exactly what I have done. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today’s Gospel lesson seems to suggest something 
like that.  (*Matt. 13.24-30, 36-43, reprinted on page 5) 
 
On first reading, the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds seems like a simple allegory. The wheat seeds 
are the good people, the true Christians. Satan plants 
the weeds or bad people among them. But on 
Judgment Day, God will separate them and give each 
of them their final reward. 
  
That certainly seems to be what the author of Matthew’s 
Gospel intended. And that’s how the Church interpreted 
this parable for centuries. It’s been a Bible text for many 
“fire and brimstone” sermons. 
 
But the problem is, that’s not the Gospel Jesus 
preached. And it doesn’t fit the ministry that Jesus 
lived. In fact, Jesus was criticized for hanging out 
with tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners—the 
“weeds” of his society. 
 
Which fits the Free Dictionary’s second meaning of 
the word “weed,” as something or someone 
“considered useless, detrimental, or worthless.” I 
don’t know about you, but there have been times in 
my life when I felt like that kind of weed. On any 
given day, many of us feel unwanted or worthless to 
others. 
   
Yet, in the time of Jesus, weeds weren’t entirely 
useless. In fact, in an arid land where wood was 
scarce, dried weeds were used as fuel for fires to heat 
homes, and for ovens where flour from wheat was 
baked to make bread. In a similar way, God can use 
 those among us whom some consider good-for-
nothing to create the bread of community. 
                        

continued on page 2 
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In this parable, Jesus seems to suggest that God has 
purposely planted seeds in our world that no one 
else would want. Seeds that grow into things that 
others see as weeds… like gay people, or individuals 
living with mental illness, or those struggling with 
chemical dependency, or the homeless, or refugees, 
or the unemployed. 
 
People, who despite being viewed as weeds, 
sometimes produce totally unexpected results/ So, 
maybe God is a gardener who plants wheat and 
weeds together. 
 
Recently, I saw how God does that kind of 
gardening. I went to Chicago and attended the 
annual Proclaim gathering. Proclaim is a program of 
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries, a network of 
LGBTQ pastors, seminarians and rostered leaders. 
 
At the gathering, I reconnected with 
people I met last year, and made new 
friends with others like me. I even met 
an old acquaintance from college, 
named Mark. Neither of us knew each 
other was gay back then. It made me 
reflect on the support we could have 
given one another, if only we had 
known. 
 
Even in groups like Proclaim, I am 
amazed at the number of people who 
go still through a painful process of 
coming out. Including young people 
in their twenties who marry someone 
of the opposite sex, because of social expectations. 
 
Later in life, they come to terms with their sexual 
orientation or gender identity, and eventually come 
out to their spouses and families. Usually their 
marriage ends with divorce. Often, a complicated 
process for everyone involved. 
 
Though at the retreat, I also met a gay pastor named 
Bill. Bill and his ex-wife have remained friends. In 
fact, he is presiding at her second wedding later this 
summer. Bill even helped her pick out her wedding 
dress. I guess that’s one advantage of having an “ex” 
who is gay. 
  
In Chicago, I met others who have lived that story in 
varied ways—who have struggled with how to be 
true to themselves and faithful to the ones they love. 
 

 
Martin Luther talks about that kind of love in his 
explanation of the 6th Commandment, which is, 
“You shall not commit adultery.” His explanation is 
found in The Small Catechism. It reads: “We are to 
fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent 
lives in word and deed, and each of us loves and 
honors his or her spouse.” 
 
In his many writings, Luther criticized the practices 
of the medieval church. One of those issues was the 
celibacy of the clergy. For at least a thousand years, 
the Church forbade priests to marry. 
 
Luther claimed this practice was non-Biblical and a 
“vain attempt to win salvation.” Luther’s critiques 
were not welcomed by the Church hierarchy. But 
Luther not only continued to speak against this 
teaching. He also did something incredibly radical 
for his time. 

  
Nearly 500 years ago in 1525, Martin 
Luther got married. To Katherina—one 
of 12 nuns he helped escape from a 
convent by smuggling them out in 
empty fish barrels. Luther’s friends 
were shocked by his marriage. But 
Martin and Katharina had a happy life 
together with six children.  

 
What they did has parallels to today’s 
discussion of gay marriage. For even 
though marriage is now legal for 
LGBTQ couples, there are many 
Lutheran congregations that don’t 

allow it. Sadly, many churches and pastors still treat 
same-sex couples like unwelcome weeds in their 
fields. 
 
Here at St. Mark’s, we have been celebrating gay 
unions long before it was ever legal or allowed by the 
ELCA. During the past year, I have married three 
couples who wanted to be married by a pastor who 
was supportive. 
 
To me, welcoming all couples to be married in our 
community speaks of our vision of what the Gospel 
really means. And our belief that each one of us is 
loved by God, as we are. For each of us was 
welcomed into God’s family in baptism. And this 
same loving God promises to walk with us every 
step along the way. In our joys and in our sorrows. 
 
continued on page 5 
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JULY CALENDAR 
 
USHERS: 
August 6 
Stan Franek  
Charlie Jordan 
 
August 13, 20 
Brian Buteyn 
Bill Roeszler 
 
August 27 
Stan Franek 
Charlie Jordan 
 
COFFEE HOUR: We have a sign-up sheet for treats 
in the lounge at the chapel. 
 
Coffee Fellowship: 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Worship/Communion: 10 a.m. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
July 28-Aug. 3: Pastor Joe on vacation 

Aug. 4: Serve at Churches United, 3:30 p.m.  

Aug. 7: Church Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Aug.10-13: FM PRIDE WEEK 

Aug.19: Jon Leiseth’s Consecration Service, 10:30 a.m. 

Aug. 27: Heart-N-Soul Community Café, 11-2  

Aug. 31: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JON LEISETH’S SERVICE OF 
CONSECRATION 
AUGUST 19, 2017 

 
Jon Leiseth’s Service of Consecration will be held at 
the Oak Grove Park (large shelter), in Fargo, on 
Saturday, August 19, at 10:30 a.m.  
 
In his invitation, Jon writes, “I will be consecrated as 
a deacon in the ELCA, a minister of word and 
service. This is the culmination of my seminary 
studies, my walking alongside the ELCA church and 
my being called to work at Concordia College in 
Moorhead, MN in its Office of Ministry (as both a 
generalist and called specifically to tend to the 
intersections of 'service' and faith/spirituality).”  
 
A large potluck lunch will follow the service. St. 
Mark’s will provide sloppy joes and beverages.  
We need 6 people to make a 4 lb. recipe of sloppy 
joes. The recipe is available from Jane Radig and is 
also at the office.  Please contact Jane if you can help - 
701.239.4386. 
 
Directions to the park: From Broadway in Fargo: 
Turn east onto 6th Ave. N for about 5 blocks. Turn left 
to stay on 6th Ave. N( just past Oak St No.) Take the 
1st right onto S Terrace N. Continue driving past the 
school on your left and you’ll see the shelter ahead. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                       FM-PRIDE WEEK – AUGUST 10-13 
 
St. Mark’s is a sponsor of the F-M Pride Week for 2017! Many fun activities are scheduled. Here are 
the events where St. Mark’s will have a group presence during the week: 
 

  PRIDE IN THE PARK 
St. Mark’s will staff a table for this Saturday event from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Island Park in Fargo. This is 
a great time to engage in conversation and have some fun with the games and prizes at our table. We 
have scheduled 3 different shifts:       10:30 – 12:30        12:30 – 2:30        2:30 – 4:30 
To sign up, call or email the office, 701.235.5591 or admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

 

  INTERFAITH SERVICE 
All are welcome at the Interfaith Service at the Fargo Theatre on Sunday, August 13, beginning with a 
reception in the lobby at 12 Noon, followed by the service at 12:30 p.m.  
 

  PRIDE PARADE & RALLY 
The Parade starts at 2 p.m. on Sunday, August 13. We begin lining up about 1:30 p.m. on NP Avenue. 
This year we will have a vehicle in the parade as well as those marching.  This year’s parade will start 
at the corner of NP and Broadway then work its way north on Broadway, ending at 4th Ave N. Be 
sure to make your way to the rally at Broadway Theatre Garage immediately following the parade. 

 



 
MUSIC NOTES* 
 

The hymn chosen for August 13, “When Peace Like a 
River”, will be sung during communion.  Whenever 
we sing this or if I play it as a solo, people come up to 
me and say this is one of their favorite hymns.   Even 
though it is a very comforting and beautiful hymn, it 
is a ‘peace’ born of grief. 
 
Horatio G. Spafford wrote this hymn after a tragedy 
of losing four daughters at sea on the French liner, 
Ville du Havre, in 1873.  The ship was hit by a British 
ship, the Lochearn, and it sunk in 15 minutes.  His 
wife was saved and he was not on the ship. 

...sorrows like sea billows roll.... 
 
Horatio Spafford was born in New York, moved to 
Chicago as a lawyer, and was also a Presbyterian lay 
person.  His life was marked by tragedies.  Just 
before the Chicago Fire of 1871, he put all his money 
and more in real estate and lost it all in the fire.  Two 
years later, he planned a trip to Europe for the health 
of his wife, Anna.  At the last minute, he could not go 
but planned to join his wife and daughters shortly.  
On his trip to Paris to meet his wife, he wrote this 
hymn ...on the high seas, near the place where his 
children perished.  
 
Two more children were born, Horatio in 1876 and 
Bertha in 1878 but both contracted scarlet fever and 
the son died. Unfortunately, the church leaders of an 
evangelical group asked the Spaffords what they had 
done to suffer these things.  This caused a lot of 
controversy in the church and the family was asked 
to leave the church he helped to build, the church 
they loved.  Another daughter, Grace, was born in 
1881 and they moved to Jerusalem where they 
formed “American Colony” and served almost as “a 
modern Florence Nightingale”.  He was engaged in 
social service, education, and saving children from 
starvation and disease on behalf of Christians, Jews, 
and Muslims. 
 
The tune Ville du Havre is after the ship’s name but it 
also called, It Is Well, after the text in the chorus.  It 
was composed by a family friend, Phillip Bliss and 
the hymn and the tune were published together in 
1876 in Gospel Hymns No. 2. Phillip Bliss wrote over 
two hundred gospel hymns plus other sacred and 
secular pieces.  He was also American born in 
Pennsylvania, worked on farms and lumber camps 
before joining a Baptist church when he was twelve.   
 

 
Then he became a singing school teacher and studied 
music.  Tragedy also hit Phillip as he and his wife 
were riding on a train in Ohio when a bridge 
collapsed and fell seventy feet and burned.  It was 
reported he survived and died trying to save his 
wife.  

...’whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,  
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
*Information adapted from the Hymnal Companion to ELW 

 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 
In the Hope of Resurrection we give 
thanks for the life of Irving Holm who 
died on July 21, 2017, in Fargo.  

We pray comfort for his family, including his wife, 
Millie, and their children. Irving served as a part-
time custodian at St. Mark’s in his retirement and 
Millie was the church secretary here for nearly 20 
years. 

 
GOSPEL READINGS FOR AUGUST 
 

Aug. 6  – Pentecost 9: Matthew 14.13-21 

Christ feeding five thousand 

Aug. 13 – Pentecost 10: Matthew 14.22-33 

Jesus walking on the sea 

Aug. 20 – Pentecost 11: Matthew 15.10-28 

The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter 

Aug. 27 – Pentecost 12: Matthew 16.13-20 

The profession of Peter’s faith  

 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW… 
 

…that – in addition to more than 475 human 
residents – Bethany Retirement Living is home to 
nearly two dozen animals. Dogs, cats, birds and fish 
are an important part of the whole person care 
provided to residents. Countless studies have shown 
the positive impact of having pets around to provide 
entertainment, activity and improvement to a variety 
of health factors – as well as an opportunity to give 
and receive a little LOVIN’. Bethany’s pets are cared 
for by employees and volunteers. If you’d like to 
help, please contact Jessica Peck at 701.239.3246 or 
Laurie Schnabel at 701.478.8904. 
 



SERMON continued from page 2… 
 

It reminds me of a Spanish prayer that I learned a 
long time ago, during a time in my life when I was 
struggling. It’s titled “Pastor” in Spanish, meaning 
“Shepherd,” and was written by Amado Nervo, one 
of the most famous Mexican poets. It goes like this: 
 
“Pastor, te bendigo por lo que me das. 
Si nada me das, también te bendigo.  
Te sigo riendo si entre rosas vas. 
Si vas entre cardos y zarzas, te sigo. 
¡Contigo en lo menos, contigo en lo más, y siempre 
contigo!”                                                       
                     
In English it reads: 
 
“Shepherd, I bless you for what you give me. 
If nothing you give me, I also will bless you. 
I follow you laughing, when through roses you go. 
If you pass between thistles and brambles, I follow. 
With you in the least, with you in the most, and 
always with you.” 

 
As the poem suggests, God is with us wherever we 
may go. Sometimes we share this life with spouses 
and with children. Sometimes we walk through life 
alone. 
 
But no matter what wheat or weeds our lives may 
produce, God promises to walk with us through that 
garden.  Amen. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
*GOSPEL TEXT: MATTHEW 13.24-30, 36-43:  
 
 [Jesus] put before them another parable: "The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed 
in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 
He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he 
replied, "No; for in gathering the weeds, you would uproot 
the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together 
until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' "  
 
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And  
his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the  
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The 
 

 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field  
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is  
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as  
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will  
it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all  
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”  

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

 
SCHOOL KITS FOR  
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

It’s time to gather supplies for our annual school kit 
project for Lutheran World Relief. Most of the 
supplies needed are included in the back-to-school 
sales. We’ll collect items at the office and the chapel 
during the month of August. Thanks!  

Each school bag contains the following: 
 1 Box of crayons (16 or 24 count) 
 1 Pencil sharpener 
 1 Ruler 
 1 Eraser (2 ½ “) 
 5 Unsharpened pencils 
 5 Pens, black or blue 
  1 Blunt-tipped scissors 
 4 Spiral notebooks 

 

 

 

Downtown Fargo Office Space for Rent 
(Sub-Lease from St. Mark’s) 

417 Main Ave. – Suite #401 
Affordable – Accessible 

 
We are looking for nonprofit partners who 

have a similar vision of serving those in 
need in our community. 

 
Two Offices Available 
145 sq. ft. - $250/mo.  
 162 sq. ft. - $275/mo. 

 
Contact 

Pastor Joe Larson 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

701.235.5591 
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