
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This passage is part of the Gospel reading for the first 
Sunday in Advent.  Just before this, the twelve 
disciples are admiring the beauty of the Jerusalem 
Temple, which was destroyed around 70 A.D.—about 
the time the Gospel of Mark was written. 
 
Soon, the early Christians (who were mostly Jewish) 
would be faced with what it means to no longer have 
a physical place to worship God. Their struggle is not 
that different from the story of St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church. Four years ago, our congregation’s members 
had to make a difficult decision to sell our original 
building.  
 
Along with that, came new questions. What does it 
mean to be a church without a building? How do we 
continue doing the type of ministry that has made us 
unique?   
 
Maybe it’s not just a coincidence that the name of our 
congregation is linked to a Gospel that struggled 
with the same issues. There are a lot of Christians 
and non-Christians who ask similar questions today. 
Especially those who have not felt welcome in certain 
churches.  
 
The theme of this Gospel is best summed up with 
this question: “Where do we find God in our world?” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The answer, of course, is not in a fancy temple, but 
on the cross. Not in the halls of power and 
government, but outside the city walls.  Not in 
corporate offices or grand cathedrals, but in the 
wilderness. That is where we find Jesus. 
 
And Jesus calls us to keep awake and aware, despite 
all that is happening in our world. To listen to voices 
that speak God’s words for us. To truly believe that 
God loves even those who are rejected and ostracized 
by others…. LGBTQ individuals, immigrants, 
homeless individuals, and those who find themselves 
outside the walls of traditional churches. 
 
What I love about St. Mark’s is that we are a still a 
voice crying in the wilderness—speaking the truth of 
the Gospel for people like that. That God’s love is 
really for everyone. And so is ours. 
 
This Advent, I hope you will find new ways to live 
out the Gospel in your life. I hope you will be moved 
to support our ministry. I hope you will reach out 
and tell others about what is special about what we 
hear and do at St. Mark’s. I hope you will continue 
watching and waiting with us. 
 
Peace to you this Advent season.     Pastor Joe 
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“Keep Awake” 
 
Jesus said, “Keep alert; for you do not know when 
the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves 
in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake." — Mark 13:33-34 

 



 
 
CHURCHES UNITED FOR THE 
HOMELESS 
 

 
Building Project: 
 

 The Bright Sky Apartments are on schedule 
to be completed by February 10, 2018 with 
the first tenants moving in on March 1 
 

Shelter Update: January -October 2017 Numbers 
 

  73 households moved into their own homes 

so far this year 

 623 people, which includes 116 children, 

have been sheltered  

 Over 61,000 meals have been served 

 Average Length of Stay - 32 days 

Shelter Projects Completed to Date in 2017: 
 

 New furniture thanks to Sanford 

 New Signage thanks to Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

  Window film to help with heating and cooling 

 Cleaned the air ducts for the first time in 40 

years 

 New HVAC (still need donor to cover cost) 

 Carpet replaced with vinyl flooring  

 New Hot water heater (still need donor to 

cover cost) 

 Removed leaking skylights 

 New (used) Van 

 New (used) truck thanks to Higher Power 

Ministry 

  Landscaping improvements 

  New benches in the entry way (Eagle Scout 

Project) 

  Upgraded phone systems 

     Jane Radig 

ST. MARK’S NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 
Central Cities Ministries is an organization that 
came into being over 30 years ago.  The organization 
was founded by downtown churches in Fargo as a 
way of pooling their resources to help people in 
need. From that humble beginning, of which I believe 
St. Mark’s was a part, the organization has grown 
and is supported by churches all over Fargo-
Moorhead. 
 
In recent years, the organization undertook the 
Sheltering Churches program as well as continuing 
its Communal Fund program and became a 501 (c) 
organization. 
 
Central Cities Ministries recently revised its mission 
statement to more accurately describe the 
organization. “Central Cities Ministries is an 
interfaith organization grounded in a belief in the 
inherent worth and dignity of each person and 
dedicated to nourishing hope and compassion 
through service to people with unmet needs.” 
 
Currently, the organization is carrying out its 
mission through the Communal Fund program.  This 
is a program where each month 30 individuals and 
families are helped with emergency needs. These 
needs range from shut off notices to gas vouchers, to 
rental assistance, to bus passes, and the list goes on. 
FirstLink partners with Communal Funds by fielding 
the calls from prospective recipients. 
 
I am one of the members of the distribution team for 
the Communal Funds program.  As a former social 
worker I especially enjoy using my gifts in the one-
to-one interaction with the people in need. We 
currently distribute funds twice monthly and hope to 
increase the frequency in the future. 
 
The Central Cities organization meets monthly for 
about one hour to conduct its business.  Although I 
can continue helping with the distribution days, I am 
not able to make these monthly meetings. They meet 
on the third Tuesday of every month at Olivet 
Lutheran Church and begin at 4pm. I am looking for 
someone to attending these meeting on behalf of St. 
Mark’s.  If this is something you might consider 
doing, please let me know and I will get you 
involved.  My number is 701.298.8920. 
 
Central Cities Ministries helps meet a lot of unmet 
needs in our community and we need to continue to 
be at the table. 
     Stan Franek 



 
MUSIC NOTES* 
 

SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME, #263 in our 
hymnal, is the chosen sending hymn for Advent 4, 
December 24th.  This hymn is one the longest-running 
hymns in the church thus generating a huge 
repertoire of music.  The text scans the whole story 
by taking us to the manger while assuming the 
victory of the cross and resurrection.  The result is to 
make “Come” refer to Advent’s paradox:  Christ’s 
first coming, second coming and coming to us here 
and now. 
 
The hymn is attributed to Ambrose of Milan (340-
397) who wrote it in Latin.  Martin Luther translated 
it into German probably for Advent in 1523.  After 
going through several English translations, it comes 
to our ELW with eight of Luther’s original verses.   
 
Ambrose is called the “father of church song” or at 
least of Latin hymnody, not because he was the first 
to write hymns but because his hymns were the first 
ones the church found worth keeping.  Martin Luther 
wrote hymns and tunes and can be viewed for 
German Hymnody as what Ambrose was for Latin.  
Luther also wrote and adapted hymn tunes and was 
remarkably able to take stock of the church’s heritage 
and then craft texts and music that were genuinely 
congregational.  He stands at the head of the 
“chorale” tradition.   
 
The tune NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
was one of those crafted tunes, first translated to 
German, and then changed in the meter and the tune 
so that it was a “congregational song.”  
 
Another person of note is Johann Walter who was 
Luther’s right hand musical helper.  Therefore, it is 
hard to say who wrote and arranged what as they 
worked as a team along with Conrad Rupsch, staying 
with Luther for three weeks in Wittenberg working 
on German Mass and Geistliche Gesangbuchlein, a 16th 
century German hymnal. 
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director  
*Information adapted from the Hymnal Companion to ELW 
 
p.s. - The choir will be singing on Dec. 10th and 
looking for special music for any of the other services 
during Christmas.  Please come forward with your 
musical talent!   
 

 

 

New Member Sunday Scheduled! 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of St. 
Mark’s please contact Pastor Joe at 612.750.5079 or 
email at pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. We 
will be receiving new members during worship on 
Sunday, December 17, 2017. 

 
GOSPEL READINGS FOR DECEMBER 

 

Dec.  3 – Advent One: Mark 13. 24-37  
The sudden coming of the Son of Man 

Dec. 10 – Advent Two: Mark 1.1-8  
John appears from the wilderness 

Dec. 17 – Advent Three: John 1. 6-8, 19-28  
A witness to the light 

Dec. 24 – Advent Four: Luke 1.26-38  
The angel appears to Mary 
Dec. 24-25 – Christmas: Luke 2.1-20 
God with us 
Dec. 31 – 1 Christmas: Luke 2.22-40 
The presentation of the child 
 
HANDEL’S “MESSIAH” PERFORMANCE 
 
The NDSU Baroque Festival 2017 presents Handel’s 
“Messiah” on Friday, December 1, and Saturday, 
December 2, at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church, 
619 Broadway, in Fargo. This concert features the 
NDSU Choirs and Baroque Festival Orchestra with Jo 
Ann Miller, Music Director. For tickets contact 
www.ndsu.edu/performingarts  or 701.231.7969. 

 
 
“A Christmas Carol Ring and Sing-
Along”, presented by the FM Area 
Music Club and the Red River Valley 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, is 
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on December 4, 2017, at First 
Presbyterian Church, 650 2nd Ave. No., Fargo. The 
concert features BELLissimo Handbells, Noteables 
Women’s Chorus, organists and instrumentalists. 
Donations will go to the Food Pantry and Music 
Scholarships. 
 

amazonsmile: 
 

If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, you can also 
benefit our church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St Mark’s if you use the following 
link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174  

 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174


DECEMBER CALENDAR 
 

USHERS 
  3: Brian Buteyn 
10: Charlie Jordan 
17: Bill Roeszler 
24: Stan Franek 
Christmas Eve: Open 
31: Open 
 

LECTORS/CANTORS 
  3: Mary Jane Haugen/Tammy Lanaghan 
10: Jay Jansen/Jeff Ware 
17: Linda Graf/Rosemary Jones 
24: Open/Tammy Lanaghan 
31: Open/Becky Barry 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
  3: Tammy Lanaghan 
10: Elna Solvang 
17: Mary Jane Haugen 
24: Naomi Franek 
31: Elna Solvang 
 

OFFICE SCHEDULE: 
Monday – Friday: 9:30-4 
Pastor’s Day Off: Monday 
Naomi’s Day Off: Friday 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Worship/Communion: 10 a.m. 

Coffee Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Dec.     6: Advent Service at Churches United 
Dec.   10: New Member Sunday 

Dec.   10: FM Gay Men’s Christmas Concert, 7 p.m. 
Dec.   13: Advent Service at Churches United 

Dec.   14: Church Council, 6:00 p.m. 
Dec.   20: Advent Service at Churches United 
Dec.   24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at  
      4 p.m.                  
Dec.  25: Christmas Day Service, Time TBA 
                 Churches United for the Homeless 
Dec.  28: Newsletter Mailing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
Bernice Ihlenfeld, 104, died on October 26, 2017, at 
her residence in Fargo, ND. She remained a long-
time resident of Fargo, after the death of her 
husband, the Rev. Fred Ihlenfeld (pastor of St. 
Mark’s, 1939-1948), in 1948. Her funeral was 
November 10, 2017, at St. John Lutheran Church, 
Fargo. Our sympathies to her family. 
 
Charlie Houtkooper, 97, died on Monday, November 
27, 2017, in Edina, Minnesota. Charlie was a long-
time member of St. Mark’s. His funeral will be on 
Monday, December 4, 2017, at Wright Funeral Home, 
605 2nd Ave. So., Moorhead, MN. Visitation will be at 
3 p.m. and funeral service at 4 p.m. We pray comfort 
for his daughters, Mary, Emir, and Jane and their 
families. 

 
  

COFFEE HOUR FUNDRAI$ER  
 

On Sunday, December 10, proceeds from the coffee 
fellowship following worship will benefit Churches 
United for the Homeless. Bring goodies to share for 
this special fellowship hour! 
   
Did You Know… 
…that Bethany Retirement Living offers a broad 
range of senior care services to meet just about any 
need a senior may have? At Bethany on University, 
Skilled Nursing Care, Memory Care, Transitional 
Care, Basic Care, and Assisted Living are available. 
Bethany on 42nd features Skilled Nursing Care, 
Transitional Care, Assisted Living, Assisted Living 
and Senior Apartments. Ethos Home Care offers 
services in your own home. Are you looking for 
living opportunities for someone you love? Visit their 
website at www.bethanynd.org or call Bethany on 
University at 701.239.3000 or Bethany on 42nd at 
701.478.8900. 
  
ELCA GOOD GIFTS: No Wrapping Needed… 
“Good Gifts” Catalogs are available in the church 
office or on-line. Choose from farm animals to water 
wells, mosquito nets to medical supplies. Go to 
www.elca.org/goodgifts or call 800.638.3522. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the Rev. Terry Hagensen, who recently accepted a call to be the pastor of 
New Salem Lutheran Church in Turtle River, Minnesota (north of Bemidji, MN.)Blessings to 
Terry and husband, Kevin, on this glorious news! His installation will be on Sunday, January 
21, 2018, 9:30 a.m., at New Salem Lutheran Church. 

 



 
 

Advent Service 
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
at Churches United for  

the Homeless 
1901 1st Ave. No., Moorhead 

December 6, 13, & 20 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
4 p.m. at the Chapel 

355 6th Ave. So., Fargo 
Sunday, December 24 

 
 

 

 
Christmas Day Worship 

Time TBA 
Churches United for the 

Homeless 
1901 1st Ave. No., Moorhead 

Monday, December 25 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“A Shining Night” 
 

FM Gay Men’s Chorus 
Christmas Concert   

 
 

As its fourth holiday concert, Fargo-Moorhead Gay 
Men’s Chorus presents “A Shining Night” on 
Sunday, December 10, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
dazzling performance venue, Sanctuary Events 
Center. The music of “A Shining Night” covers 
secular tunes, Christmas carols, Hanukkah songs, 
and even liturgical music from Eastern Orthodoxy.  

This inclusive show contains a wide range of styles 
and traditions from the traditional folk carol, “God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” to a whimsical rendition 
of Tchaikovsky’s “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies,” 
to the enchantingly beautiful Russian version of Ave 
Maria, “Borgoroditse Devo,” from Rachmaninoff’s 
Vespers.  

Everyone from child, to teen, to adult--from musical 
neophyte to artistic protege--from the sacrosanct to 
the iconoclastic can enjoy this performance! It is sure 
to be a superb evening: a shining night of music.  
 
Tickets are $15.00 and available online at Tickets300. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

     You are invited to purchase poinsettia plants for the sanctuary for Christmas. The plants will cost 
     $12.00 each. The deadline to order through the church is Wednesday, December 13. 
 
     Please send a check payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church with your order to the Church office, or   
     place your check and order form in the offering plate on Sunday. Call the church office with any 
     questions, 701.235.5591. 
 
     Name ________________________________________________Phone___________________________ 
 
     In Memory of __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     ________I wish to leave my plant at church. 

________I wish to pick up my plant. (Please pick up anytime after the Christmas Eve Service.)  
 
     Color Preference:   Red ___          White____          Pink____ 
 
 

          


