
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
St Mark’s Lutheran Church is an inclusive fellowship of God’s people centered in Word and Sacrament and 

dedicated to serving our urban neighborhood and the wider community. 
 

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St Mark’s Lutheran Church, 321 9
th

 Street North, Fargo, 

North Dakota 58102. Published on Dec. 29, 2016, this is the January 2017 Informant, Issue No 1 

 

               “Working Together Faithfully” 
 

 
So, what are your resolutions for the new year? 

 

      
For me, there are a few things I would like to resolve to do. Like joining a gym and getting 
into a regular exercise schedule. Like making time to do art in my studio at home.  Like 
seeing more local concerts and plays. 
 
2017 is bringing a lot of changes to our country. Some of you may be excited about that. 
Others might be dealing with less hopeful feelings. 
 
As Christians, our faith is the source of our hope. We believe that God will be with us no 
matter what may happen in our lives or in our world. The challenge is to remain faithful to 
our core values when we are faced with change and loss of things precious to us. Core values 
like being committed to the community we share in Christ. Like standing up to hatred and 
speaking up when others utter words of bigotry and prejudice. Like being bold in our 
congregation’s inclusive ministry. 
 
We are entering the season of Epiphany, a time when we think about the Light of Christ 
coming into our dark world. During the next couple months, our Sunday Gospel readings 
will focus on the ministry and teachings of Jesus during his ministry among us. It’s a time to 
also think about St. Mark’s ministry in our community. 
 
During the coming year, I am hoping for a number of things for our congregation. I hope that 
we will finally find a new home for worship and our staff. Many of you know that I have 
spent the past few months looking at a variety of sites in our community. It’s been a 
challenging process, and although we have seen some promising possibilities, nothing has 
presented itself as a good place for us so far. 
 
I also hope that our congregation will be able to more fully re-establish our identity in the 
Fargo area. To continue our ministry to LGBTQ individuals, New Americans and refugees, 
those struggling with homelessness, and other people in need. During my first six months 
here at St. Mark’s, I have been impressed by the number of positive comments I have heard 
about our congregation and how so many have previous ties to our church’s past. 
 
I hope you will join me in praying for St. Mark’s in the coming year. I also hope that you will 
help spread the word of what our congregation is doing today. Also, if you have not been 
back to St. Mark’s for a while, I invite you to come back and visit. Or bring a friend who has 
not been here before. 
                  continued on page 2 
                



Gospel Readings for January 
 

Jan 1 – Name of Jesus: Luke 2.15-21  
The child is circumcised and named Jesus 
 
Jan 8 – Baptism of Our Lord: Matthew 3.13-17 
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
 

Jan 15 – Epiphany 2: John 1.29-42 
Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God 
 
Jan 22  – Epiphany 3: Matthew 4.12-23 
Revelation of Christ as a prophet 
 

Jan 29 – Epiphany 4: Matthew 5.1-12 
The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 
The Lord’s Prayer study group continues 
on January 8th at 9:45 am.  

 
This study is based on the book, “The Greatest 
Prayer”, by John Dominic Crossan.  Pastor Joe leads 
the discussion each week on a section of the prayer.  
 
The group meets in the lounge in the upper level of 
the educational wing of the church. Books are 
available to use during class and do not need to be 
purchased. Join us as your schedule allows. 

 
Hunger Retreat Scheduled for Feb 3-4 
 
Ryan Cumming, Director of Hunger Education for 
the ELCA, will be the main speaker at the Regional 
ELCA Hunger Retreat at Luther Crest Bible Camp in 
Alexandria, Minnesota. The event begins with lunch 
at noon on Friday and concludes after lunch on 
Saturday (February 3-4).  
 
Learn how we can accept new challenges in helping 
protect our neighbors as we face the effects that 
changing climate conditions have on our world. 
Enjoy interactive sessions and updates from our 
synods as well as partner organizations, such as 
Lutheran World Relief and Bread for the World. 
 
The cost of the retreat is $50. Scholarships are 
available. Questions? Contact Ed Payne, 
edpayne01@gmail.com or 763.228.0567. 
 
Registration forms are in the church office. 

 
Music Notes* 
 

January 8th is the Sunday that is designated as the 
“Baptism of our Lord.”  For our Hymn of the Day, 
we will be singing a new hymn, “Baptized and Set 
Free.” This tune and text was written for Holden 
Village, a year-round Lutheran renewal center in the 
mountains near Chelan, Washington.  Holden’s 
theme for the summer of 1996 was “Baptized and Set 
Free” and is the last line of the hymn.  The hymn’s 
theme is the overflowing abundance of God in 
baptism.  
 
 The writer, Cathy Skogen-Soldner explains that even 
though we use only a few handfuls of water when 
we baptize, she included the larger bodies of water 
(ocean, fountain, river)  to invite the singing 
congregation to celebrate the generous heart of God.  
She explains that our gracious God gifts us with 
mercy, love, healing, and wholeness through the 
waters of baptism. 
 
Cathy Skogen-Soldner was born in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota, and grew up on a farm close to Battle 
Lake.  She has served as a vocal director and 
contemporary worship coordinator in several 
churches in Minnesota but currently works as a full-
time composer.  She focuses on pre-school music and 
children’s Christmas and all-season musicals in 
addition to conducting children’s music workshops 
across the country. 
 
She also wrote the tune for this hymn.  It was first 
used at an evening worship in Holden Village in the 
summer of 1996 and then published in Worship and 
Praise Songbook of 1999.  
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director  
 
*Information adapted from the Hymnal Companion to 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
______________________________________________ 
 
Continued from page 1… 
 
Together, we can work together faithfully to make 
our ministry continue to grow in the coming year. 
May God bless you in your new endeavors or 
whatever you may face in 2017. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Joe 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2016-12&eventDateId=0


January 
Responsibilities 

 
USHERS: 

January 1, 8 
David and Kathy Tietgens 
 
January 15, 22 
Bill Roeszler 
Brian Buteyn 

 
January 29 
Charlie Jordan 
Stan Franek 
 

 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR  
ST MARK’S will provide the treats for 
coffee hour in January.  

 

CALENDAR 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 9:30am 
Bible Study: 9:45am 
Sunday Worship/Communion: 11am 

 
Jan  2: Church Council Meeting, 6:00pm 
Jan 6-7: Redevelopment Meeting #2 
Jan  8:  Semi-Annual Budget Meeting, Noon 
Jan 26: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30am 
Jan 29: RIC Sunday and Potluck 

 
 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
 

 Thanks to all who supported our Christmas Basket 
project in December – several baskets were 
assembled and distributed. Special thanks to Linda 
Graf and Pastor Joe for coordinating this effort. 
 

 

GIFTS FOR CHURCHES UNITED 
 

Jane Radig collected several items for the 
Christmas/Bingo Party at Churches United for the 
Homeless – thanks to all for your donations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Reconciling in Christ Sunday 
January 29, 2017 

 

St Mark’s will celebrate Reconciling in Christ Sunday 
on January 29, 2017, with a special worship service 
and potluck. Please share your thoughts and ideas 
for the service/celebration with Pastor Joe! 
 
This year the worship resources for RIC Sunday have 
been written by the Rev. Tita Valeriano (St Mark’s 
Lutheran in San Francisco, CA) and Jospeh 
Castaneda Carrera (Adore Ministries in Glendale, 
CA). The following excerpts are from the 
introduction to their worship resources: 
 
“This Sunday is recognized ecumenically throughout 
the welcoming church movement. For faith 
communities that have made a public stand in 
welcoming people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities, this Sunday is set aside to highlight 
our shared ministry of hospitality and reconciliation. 
 
This year more than ever, our communities have 
experienced many blessings and many tragedies. 
Celebrating RIC Sunday becomes our refusal to fall 
into despair and our assertion that Christ blesses 
everyone, especially when it is difficult to see those 
blessings in the tragic news that surrounds the 
LGBTQ communities. 
 
Our calling as children of God is deeply grounded on 
God’s unconditional love and grace for all so that we 
can serve our neighbors with all of who we are. This 
is a gift and a task towards fullness of life for all. We 
are made new every day and always by a God whose 
love for all is so valuable that God sent God’s only 
begotten Son to live among us.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

St Mark’s $emi-Annual Budget Meeting 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 - Noon 

Noon  



Yes, St Mark’s Lutheran Church is 
OPEN… 
 
I was at an event over the holidays and someone at 
the table we were sitting at mentioned that St Mark’s 
was closed. It was a little distressing to hear. So, I 
replied that I was a member and a paid staff person 
of St Mark’s, we just called a new pastor this year, 
and we were actually pretty busy…….. 
 
We celebrated our 25th year of being a Reconciling In 
Christ congregation with a special service and 
potluck on RIC Sunday. 
 
Our Wednesday evening Lent and Advent services 
were held at Churches United for the Homeless – 
bringing music, prayer, communion, and Bible 
stories during their evening mealtime. 
 
We extended our sad good-byes to Pastor Dan 
Heath, our interim pastor for nearly three years, and 
extended our joyful welcome to Pastor Joe, our new 
full-time pastor! 
 
We invited the community to the Installation Service 
of Pastor Joe, which was held at Lutheran Social 
Services in Fargo. 
 
We were a bronze sponsor of PRIDE week and 
participated in the parade, Pride in the Park, the 
Interfaith Service, and other activities. 
 
We volunteered for Sheltering Churches and Habitat 
for Humanity. 
 
We are proud supporters of the FM Gay Men’s 
Chorus and sponsored their concerts this year. 
 
We helped Marilyn Jensen celebrate her 80th birthday 
and recognized Alpha Roeszler on her 25th year as 
organist at St Mark’s. 
 
We helped sponsor the World AIDS Day Service in 
December, partnering with the Pride Collective, the 
MinnKota Health Project and Rural AIDS Action 
Network. 
 
We cooked meals for Churches United for the 
Homeless and for the students at the University 
Lutheran Center. 
 
We’ve collected and donated dozens of items 
including pillows, medicine, clothing, toys, shoes, 
gloves, toiletries, and food, to name a few…. 
 

We’ve attended meetings: Call Committee, Council, 
Worship Committee, Redevelopment, Pastoral 
Support, Annual Meetings, Conference and Synod 
Meetings. (Although, no one has had more meetings and 
met more people than Pastor Joe!) 
 
AND, we have worship every Sunday and 
sometimes have combined worship with Elim 
and/or the Sudanese Lutheran Church. 
 
AND nobody has made more coffee than Jane! 
 

Yep, we’re open………………..Naomi Franek 
 

 

Cheer on the Fargo Force  
and Help Churches United 
 

For every ticket sold for the Fargo Force game on 
Saturday, January 21, 2017, $5 will be donated to 
Churches United for the Homeless.  
 
Tickets are $15 and can be purchased online at 
“tickets300.com” or by calling the Scheels Arena box 
office at 701.364.3672. The promo code is: CUFH. 
 

Did You Know… 
 

…that Bethany Retirement Living has been selected 
by Dakota Medical Foundation and the Impact 
Institute to participate in this year’s Giving Hearts 
Day? This 24-hour on-line giving opportunity 
enables donors from anywhere to make an on-line 
contribution to Bethany Retirement Living and have 
their gift multiplied through matching funds made 
available by DMF and other generous donors. 
Contributions of $10 or more made to Bethany on 
Thursday, Feb 9 at impactgiveback.org will be 
matched. It’s easy. It’s fast. AND, your gift is 
matched. Call 701.478.8910 for more information. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Advent Services at Churches United were     

well-received and appreciated. The guests helped 

draw pictures of creation, enact Bible stories, and put 

on a memorable puppet show of the “Good 

Samaritan.”  We sang with gusto and celebrated 

communion. The services are very much a group 

effort, so thanks to everyone for your prayers, 

support, and participation.  


