
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St Mark’s Lutheran Church, 321 9
th

 St. N., Fargo, North 
Dakota 58102. Published on February 23, 2017, this is the March 2017 Informant, Issue No 3. 

                A New Home for Us! 
 

       For nearly four years, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church has been on a faith journey 
 that has lasted much longer than anyone expected. Nearly four years ago, this 
 congregation made a very difficult decision to sell St. Mark’s building.  A place 
 that had served as the home of many life stories—with hundreds of baptisms 
 and confirmations and weddings and funerals. 

 
Then St. Mark’s came here to Elim, which really has served as an oasis for us. In the Bible, Elim 
was one of the places where Israel rested during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. 
The Bible says it was a lovely respite, with “twelve wells of water and 70 date palms.” For the 
past three and a half years, St. Mark’s has camped here at Elim. 
 
                              
  At last Sunday’s congregational meeting, members  
  of St. Mark’s voted to begin the next chapter of our  
  church’s story, and to move into two separate spaces 
  on the south side of downtown Fargo. Our worship 
  space will be in a lovely chapel at Prairie St. John’s  
  old convent (located at 4th Street and 6th Avenue S.,  
  in a brick building behind the hospital.)  
 
 

 

 Our new office space is a few blocks north in the Irv 
 Rustad Regional Small Business Center (at 4th Street 
 and Main.) We will be renting a suite on the fourth 
 floor with five offices. We plan to sub-lease at least 
 three of the offices to other organizations. This shared 
 space is part of our vision of creating “The Welcome 
 Table,” a collaboration with other nonprofits 
 committed to serving the homeless, LGBTQ 
 individuals, refugees, and other marginalized 
 groups. 
 
We will be moving at the end of March, so we’ll start working from in the new spaces on April  1. 
Our first worship service at the chapel will be on April 2, with a special service of dedication on 
Palm Sunday (April 9.) We will provide more details about that next month. 
          continued on page 2 
 

 
St Mark’s Lutheran Church is an inclusive fellowship of God’s people centered in Word and 
Sacrament and dedicated to serving our urban neighborhood and the wider community. 

 

 

 

 



On the Road Together 
 

On the road together is the theme for 
our Synod as we move forward for the 
next five years. In preparation for 
moving boldly into the future, the 

Synod Council voted to engage in a new visioning 
process to chart the mission and ministry of the 
Synod over the next five years.  The result of this 
effort was a bold vision, strategies and goals which 
will not only guide but inspire the ministries of the 
Eastern North Dakota Synod. 
 
Here is a summary of the initiatives, which are 
guided by the following ideas: Recruit, Develop, 
Cultivate; Equip, Mentor, Grow; Care and Redeem.  
In addition, all the initiatives have goals with 
timelines attached: 
 

1. Intentionally raise up the work we do together as a 
church 

2. Increase ecumenical relationships 
3. Implement a plan for increasing mission support 

and strategize additional funding streams to 
enhance synod ministries 

4. Create a “Culture of Call” and examine how all 
the baptized are called to share the good news of 
the gospel in our lives 

5. Increase educational opportunities for lay and 
rostered leaders 

6. Explore new ministries and assist in the work of 
congregational renewal 

7. Increase efforts working towards developing 
multi-ethnic ministries and confronting racism 

8. Deepen existing global partnership and explore 
new possibilities 

9. Foster collegiality and increase communications 
with Rostered Leaders, congregations, conferences 
and specialized and partner ministries 

These initiatives are for all of us, the more than 200 
congregations, the lay and rostered leaders and 
synod staff. We are all in this effort together. We are 
on the road together.                   Stan Franek 

 

Memorials 
In memory of Al Brothers 
By Maret Worwa 
Undesignated 
 
In memory of Duane Torgerson 
By Doris Engebretson 
Undesignated 

 
In Sympathy… 

 
Longtime member, Al Brothers, died on January 17, 
2017, in Moorhead, at the age of 96. His funeral was 
at the Wright Funeral Home, Moorhead, MN, on 
January 23. Our condolences to his family, including 
his sons, Richard and James. 
 
In the Hope of the Resurrection we give thanks for 
the life of Arlie Livingston, who died on February 1, 
2017, in Willmar, MN. We pray comfort for his 
family, including his sister, Kathy (David) Tietgens 
and family. 
 
Our sincere sympathies to Becky Barry on the loss of 
her father, Donald Dahl, who died on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2017, in Dilworth, MN.  His funeral was 
at Grace Lutheran Church in Fargo on February 18. 
We pray comfort for her and her family. 

                      

 
Gospel Readings for March 
  

Mar 5 – Lent 1: Matthew 4:1-11  
The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days 
 
Mar 12 – Lent 2: John 3:1-17  
The mission of Christ: to save the world 
 
Mar 19 – Lent 3: John 4:5-42  
Baptismal image: the woman at the well 

Mar 26 – Lent 4: John 9:1-41  
Baptismal image: the man born blind 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
“A New Home for Us” continued from page 1 
 
This has been a long journey for our congregation. 
It’s also the beginning of many new adventures! 
Through it all, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church has 
thoughtfully sought to discern God’s will for our 
congregation.  

 
Like the Israelites, we are a wandering people of 
faith. Going wherever God leads us. And today God 
is calling us to a new home. And, together, we are 
saying “Yes!” to God’s call. 

    Pastor Joe 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2017-3-5/1777
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2017-3-12/1778
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2017-3-19/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2017-3-26/0


March 
Responsibilities 
 
USHERS: 
March 3  
David and Kathy Tietgens  
 
March 12, 19 
Stan Franek 
Charlie Jordan 
 
March 26 
Bill Roeszler  
Brian Buteyn  
 

 

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR  
ST MARK’S will provide the treats for 
coffee hour in March.  

 

CALENDAR* 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 9:30am 
Sunday Worship/Communion: 11am 
 
[Feb 28: Shrove Tuesday Event] 
Mar 1: “Ashes to Go”, 11am – 1pm 
Mar 1: Ash Wednesday Service, 6pm, Churches 
United for the Homeless 
Mar 8: Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
Mar 8, 15, 22, 29: Lenten Services, 6pm, Churches 
United for the Homeless               
Mar 23: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30am  
 

*As plans for moving take shape we 
will inform you of when and where we 
may need your help. Watch for notices 
on email, facebook, and our Sunday  

             bulletins. Thanks! 
 

New Members! 
 

St Mark’s joyfully received the following new 
members on Sunday, February 19th: Rosemary 
Jones, Brenda McWilliams, Wendy Witteman and 
son, Jason Owen.  Welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Music Notes* 
 

We are all familiar with the works of Marty Haugen 
as we have sung many of his hymns and are familiar 
with some his worship liturgies.  Beginning March 
5th, the first Sunday of Lent, our liturgy will be one of 
his called “Now the Feast and Celebration.”  It is 
quite accessible so I anticipate success in learning this 
setting quickly.  
  
We will also sing one of his hymns during the entire 
season of Lent during the Offertory called “Tree of 
Life and Awesome Mystery” #334.  Just recently we 
sang another of his hymns, “There in God’s garden”, 
#342 that is about the tree of wisdom, who turns out 
to be Jesus.  #334 is also about the tree of life, who 
also turns out to be Jesus the Christ.   
 
Marty Haugen originally constructed this hymn with 
the first three stanzas and the general one, then 
added the remaining stanzas to reflect the A Cycle 
readings for the Lenten season.  Each of the five 
stanzas fits one of the five Sundays in Lent with a 
swirl of images moving from creation to blessing to 
the living water of salvation to shining gospel to 
beyond fear and sorrow.   The general verses that we 
will also sing each Sunday lead from the tree of life to 
wearing Christ’s body to following Christ, as river 
follows sea to light.   
 
The tune is also written by Haugen and named after 
his son, THOMAS.  It is written in a very early mode 
called Lydian ( for those that understand scales, that 
is like singing a C scale with a raised F#)  or (play 
from F to F on the piano on all white keys) that is 
used a lot in early American melodies and quite easy 
for congregations to sing. 
 

An added note: 
Our choir members are going to try meet once a 
month to learn some easy anthems and hope to sing 
one each month before summer.  We welcome new 
singers so please let me know if you are interested.   
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director  
*Information adapted from the Hymnal Companion to ELW 
 

 
 
 
 

 

NEW ADDRESSES ON APRIL 1, 2017 

 

  OFFICE SPACE:  Lake Agassiz Development Group (Irv Rustad Bldg.), 417 Main Ave, Fargo 

  WORSHIP SPACE: Prairie St John’s Convent Chapel, 510 4th St So, Fargo 



 

National Lutheran Choir to Perform 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead will host a 
concert by the National Lutheran Choir on Friday, 
March 17, 2017 at 7:00pm. They will perform “Ein 
feste Burg” and Music of Early Lutheran Masters. 
 
Under the direction of nationally known conductor, 
composer and organist Dr. David Cherwien, this 64-
member choir’s mission is to strengthen, renew and 
preserve the heritage of sacred choral music. 
 
Advance tickets are for sale at Trinity’s church office, 
218.236.1333 or online: http//bpt.me/2605803. 
 

Heart-N-Soul Community Café 
 
You are invited to participate in this meal where all 
are welcome: 
 

 Pay what you can afford 
 Pay a suggested amount 
 Pay it forward to help a neighbor 
 Volunteer in exchange for a meal 

 
Join them on the 2nd Sunday of every month at Josie’s 
Corner Café, 524 N Broadway in Fargo, from 11:00am 
to 2:00pm. The next meal will be on March 12. 
 

Joel Workin’s Scholarship Fund News 
 
This scholarship fund was created by family and 
friends of Joel Workin after his death in 1995 of 
AIDS. Joel is the son of Raydon Workin and the late 
Betty Workin, who have been longtime supporters of 
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries and advocates for 
LGBTQ justice. ELM supports LGBTQ Lutheran 
leaders pursuing rostered ministry.We are pleased to 
share their exciting news with you -  Joel’s 
Scholarship Fund has passed the $100,000 mark!   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sanford Health Workshop Offerings 
 
“Better Choices, Better Health” are free workshops 
offered by Sanford Health for adults living with 
ongoing health problems. You will: learn ways to 
cope with pain and fatigue; learn about nutrition and 
exercise; learn how to communicate better with your 
family and doctor; get the support you need. 
 
Spring workshops will be offered in three locations: 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Moorhead; Family 
Wellness Center in Fargo; and Sanford Clinic 
Southpointe in Fargo. The workshops are weekly for 
six weeks.  
 
Call 701.234.5570 for more information. 
 

N.D. HOUSE BILL 1386 DEFEATED 

 
As many of you know the House Bill to prohibit 
discrimination based on sexual orientation in 
employment, housing, public accommodations and 
government services was soundly defeated in the 
House by a vote of 22-69. 
 
Representative Josh Boschee, the primary sponsor of 
the bill, had this to say following the vote: 
 
“Thanks to everyone who worked hard to get HB 
1386 passed and those of you that reached out to 
your legislator asking for them to support it. We 
knew it would be a tough sell this year and even 
worked hard to ensure it could be more amenable to 
opponents and those on the fence…” 
 
Boschee encouraged supporters to work on local 
ordinances in their communities and employer 
policies which would provide similar protections. 
“Big change comes only when small changes create 
critical mass,” he stated. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  

Greetings, Salut, Saludos, and Jambo in the name of Christ our Light and Hope!  
  
        The Multi-Ethnic Mission Ministry Team is very excited to offer you and your congregation an exciting 
opportunity to share and experience diversity in our synod!  The Eastern North Dakota Synod in conjunction 
with International Potluck Fargo would like to invite you and your congregational members to an 
International Potluck experience on Tuesday, April 4th from 5:00 to 8:30 pm at Olivet Lutheran Church, 
Fargo, ND.  It will be a night to share food and stories from many different cultures that will allow you and 
your congregants to celebrate and experience diversity and broaden your palate at the same time!  
       

          Rev. Mytch Pierre-Noel Dorvilier 



 

 

Shrove Tuesday Event 
 
A “Fat Tuesday Pancake Feast” will be hosted by 
Faith United Methodist Church and St Mark’s from 
6:00-8:00pm at the Junkyard Brewing Company, 
1416 No 1st Ave, Moorhead, MN, on Tuesday, Feb 28. 
The “Cropdusters” perform from 7:00-9:00pm. 
 
The pancakes will be made at Faith United Methodist 
starting at 3:00pm – volunteers needed! Call our 
church office if you can help out, 701.235.5591. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Planning for Holy Week…  
 
More information will be available in our April 
Newsletter about plans for Holy Week and Easter, 
but here are a few dates to mark on your calendar: 
 
(On Sunday, April 2, we will have our first service in 
our new worship space at Prairie St John’s Convent 
Chapel, 510 4th St So, in Fargo.) 
 
Sunday, April 9, is Palm Sunday and a celebratory 
service is being planned in recognition of the new 
office and worship space for our ministry. 
 
Maundy Thursday service is at Churches United at 
6:00pm. 
 
We are partnering with St Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church for Good Friday and Easter Vigil Services. 
 
 

 

Wednesday Lenten Services 
 
Ash Wednesday worship will be at 6:00 pm at 
Churches United for the Homeless. Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion will be offered 
during the service. 
 
 “Bring Forth the Kingdom” will be the theme for 
our Lenten Services beginning on March 8 at 6pm 
at Churches United. All the services are on 
Wednesdays, except during Holy Week we will 
meet on Thursday, instead. The schedule is as 
follows: 
 
Bring Forth… 
 LIGHT amidst darkness Mar   8 
 HOPE amidst despair  Mar 15 
 PEACE amidst conflict  Mar 22 
 JUSTICE amidst partiality Mar 29 
 GRACE amidst judgment Apr   5 
 LOVE amidst hate  Apr 13 
 
Our services include singing, story-telling, prayer, 
and Holy Communion. We meet in the dining 
room of Churches United for the Homeless in 
Moorhead, 1901 1st Avenue North. 
 
                      

 

 
 

Join us in downtown Fargo 
for 

ASHES TO GO 
  

Ash Wednesday, March 1,  
11 am - 1 pm 

Near the corner of Broadway & 
4th Ave. N. 

  

Ashes are an ancient sign of 
penitence. Many Christians begin Lent 
on Ash Wednesday by being marked 
with ashes on the forehead with the 
sign of the cross. It’s a reminder that 
we are dust—humans who need God 
to heal our brokenness. 
 
Ashes To Go takes place in many 
cities, where churches take ashes to 
the street. We do this to show that 
God’s blessing is not confined to a 
church building, and because we 
believe that God welcomes everyone, 
just as you are. 
 
Pastor Joe will be joined by Pastor 
Martin Avery from Faith United 
Methodist Church, Fargo. Linda Graf 
from St Mark’s will assist. 

 



 


