
       
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
We are beginning an exciting new project with 
Churches United for the Homeless in Moorhead.  
 
As some of you know, I am an artist and have 
created a variety of paintings, banners and other 
liturgical art for other congregations. In Minneapolis, 
I painted four different hanging murals that we used 
in the sanctuary of congregation that Charlie and I 
attended, Lutheran Church of Christ the Redeemer. 
The last project I did there was a large mosaic for the 
entryway of their church building. 
 
Working with staff and volunteers at Churches 
United, I have designed a mosaic for the chapel in 
their community center. The design of the mosaic is 
pictured here. We intentionally chose imagery that 
would be meaningful to people of various faiths and 
communities.  

 
The large tree in the 
center of the mosaic 
is a “tree of life.” Our 
Christian Bible has 
many references to 
such a tree, 
beginning with the 
story of Adam and 

Eve in Genesis, in the words of prophets like Ezekiel, 
verses in Proverbs like the one listed above, and in 
the visions of heaven in Revelation.  
 
The verse from Proverbs seems especially 
appropriate for those living with homelessness. 
Many of them have lived in shelters and temporary  
housing for so long, that is it difficult for them to 
dream of a better life. Yet, that is what Churches 
United is doing with people—helping many of their  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

residents eventually find long-term housing for 
themselves and their families. 
 
To me, the tree represents life that is present in all 
living things. God, our creator, cares for all of 
creation. Many trees live longer than us humans. The 
mosaic also has a large sun, sun and stars—symbols 
for the light of God and the lights of creation. Down 
the middle flows a river, another image used 
throughout Scripture, which also represents the Red 
River here in our Fargo/Moorhead community. 
 
The mosaic will be about six feet wide and four feet 
tall, with six panels. We will create the design by 
gluing hundreds of glass mosaics onto the panels. It’s 
actually a fairly easy process, kind of like painting by 
numbers or assembling a giant jigsaw puzzle. 
 
Together with staff and volunteers at Churches 
United we will be working side by side with some of 
the residents and other community members. 
Ultimately, this will be a beautiful piece of artwork 
created by those who use services there. It will also 
be a wonderful way to interact and get to know some 
of their residents. 
 
The plan is to do the work on Tuesday afternoons,  
2-5 p.m., starting Tuesday, October 24. The project 
will take a few months. We will be working in the 
basement of Churches United at 1901 1st Ave N, 
Moorhead.  
 
If you or someone you know is interested in 
participating in this project, contact Lisa Richmond at 
Churches United at (218) 236-0372 or 
lrichmond@churches-united.org. 
                                                                – Pastor Joe 
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                                            “Tree of Life” Mosaic  

 

                    “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life.” — Proverbs 13:12 
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MUSIC NOTES* 
 

In coming up with a hymn to write about for this 
newsletter, it became apparent that picking the 
hymns for the season two days after this article is 
written, I have to make a stab in the dark and choose 
one that we MAY sing in November.  I have chosen 
“Behold the Host Arrayed in White,” which is usually 
sung on All Saints Day. 
 
This hymn Den Store Hvide Flok was very traditional 
in my church upbringing, probably because I am of 
Scandinavian descent.  This is from the Danish 
heritage, one of seventy hymns Hans Adolf Brorson 
wrote in the last year of his life.  It was published 
posthumously by his son in Copenhagen in 1765.  
The hymn has received a number of translations in 
different hymnals.  The text is generated by the 
description in Revelation 7:9 of the multitude robed 
in white, comparing it to the Scandinavian landscape 
of snow-clad mountains.  The adjectives “jubilant” 
and “triumphant” are often applied to this hymn, 
though the tune associated with it gives it more of a 
meditative sustenance.  The text picks up Revelation 
7: 13-17 where the ordeal, cleansing, and tears are not 
forgotten. 
 
This tune is not Danish, but a seventeenth-century 
Norwegian folk tune by Ludvig Lindeman.  The 
harmonization is from a male chorus written by 
Edward Grieg. 
 
Most know that Grieg was born in Bergen, Norway, 
and he devoted most of his life to Norwegian music.  
He was very prolific in writing and established the 
Norwegian Academy of Music, taught, conducted, 
played and toured.  His music has an uncanny 
capacity to mirror the haunting Norwegian 
landscape and soul.  After visiting his home at 
Troldhaugen outside of Bergen in 2000 and 2014, and 
standing by his little composing hut at the foot of a 
lake surrounded by the beauty of the mountains and 
water, one can understand his inspiration!  
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 
*Information adapted from the Hymnal Companion to ELW 
 
 

                        
 

 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
In the Hope of the Resurrection we give thanks for 
the life of Homer Goebel, 96, who died on August 12, 
2017, in Fergus Falls, MN. We pray comfort for his 
wife, Millie, and their family. Homer and Millie were 
long time members of St. Mark’s. They retired in 1995 
and moved to their lake home near Detroit Lakes, 
MN. 
 

MEMORIALS 
 
In memory of Margaret Orvedahl and Jerry Franek 
by Kermit and Marilyn Jensen (Undesignated) 
 
In memory of Walton Westermann by Doris 
Engebretson (Undesignated) 
 
 
GOSPEL READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 
 
Nov. 5 – All Saints’ Sunday: Matthew 23:1-12  
All who humble themselves will be exalted 

 
Nov. 12 – Pentecost 23: Matthew 25:1-13  
The story of the wise and foolish bridesmaids 
 
Nov. 19 – Pentecost 24: Matthew 25:14-30  
The story of the slaves entrusted with talents 
 
Nov. 26 – Christ the King: Matthew 25:31-46  
The coming of the Son of Man; the separation of sheep  
and goats 
 
 
Did You Know… 
 
…that Bethany Retirement Living offers Basic Care in 
the Towers at Bethany on University? Basic Care 
offers services similar to Assisted Living but is 
available to those with limited financial resources, 
and qualified for Medical Assistance. Falling between 
Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Care, Basic Care 
could be the perfect option for many people who are 
trying to determine what level of care is right for 
them. To find out more, contact Bethany Retirement 
Living at 701.239.3439. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE will be held jointly 
with St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 120 21st Ave. No, Fargo,  on 
Wednesday, November 22, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.  A fellowship time with pie 
and coffee will follow the service.  



NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
 
USHERS 
  5: Brian Buteyn 
12: Charlie Jordan 
19: Bill Roeszler 
26: Stan Franek 
 
LECTORS 
  5: Jane Radig 
12: Linda Graf 
19: Tammy Lanaghan 
26: Becky Barry 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
  5: Elna Solvang 
12: Tammy Lanaghan 
19: Mary Jane Haugen 
26: Naomi Franek 
 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
Sunday Worship/Communion: 10 a.m. 

Coffee Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. 
 
OFFICE SCHEDULE: 
Monday – Friday: 9:30-4 
Pastor’s Day Off: Monday 
Naomi’s Day Off: Friday 
 
NEW TIME FOR COFFEE HOUR  
Remember, coffee hour starts at 11:00 a.m.  If you 
would like to bring treats we encourage you to 
choose a Sunday on the sign-up sheet. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Nov.   3: Serving at Churches United 
Nov.   5: All Saints’ Day Worship, 10 a.m. 
Nov.   8: Church Council, 6:00 p.m. 
Nov. 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance 
                 Service, 7 p.m., Moorhead 
Nov. 22: Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7 p.m. at 
                 St. Stephen’s 
Nov. 23: Happy Thanksgiving! 
Nov. 30: Newsletter Mailing 
 

 

Congratulations! 
 

We are pleased to announce the marriage of Mary 
Lee Clarens and Cindy Roholt! The ceremony took 
place at our worship space at Prairie St. John’s 
(convent chapel) on October 7, 2017.  Pastor Joe 
presided.  
 

 
SERVING AT CHURCHES UNITED FOR 
THE HOMELESS 
 

St. Mark’s serves quarterly at Churches United for 
the Homeless, 1901 1st Ave. No., in Moorhead. We 
will serve the evening meal on Friday, November 3. 
Preparation begins about 3:30 p.m. and the meal is 
served about 5 p.m. Thanks to all who volunteer for 
this wonderful ongoing ministry! 
 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
 
On All Saints’ Sunday, Nov. 5, we will light candles 
during the worship service in remembrance of: 
 
Betty Workin – November 22, 2016 
Melvin Meyer – January 13, 2017 
Al Brothers – January 17, 2017 
Leo Schreiner – February 23, 2017 
Homer Goebel – August 12, 2017 
Margaret Orvedahl – August 17, 2017 

 
You will also be invited to come forward and 
light a candle in memory of a loved one. 
 

Pastor Joe will preside at the service, but has asked 
Victoria Flood, the ELCA Director of Mission 
Support, to preach that Sunday.  
 
Transgender Day of Remembrance Service  
in November 
 
Time:  7 p.m. on Monday, November 20th  
Place:  First Congregational Church  
    406 8th St. South, Moorhead, MN 
 
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) is an 
annual observance on November 20 that honors the 
memory of those whose lives were lost in acts of anti-
transgender violence. The names of this year's 
victims will be read during a service, candles will be 
lit to remember the fallen, and members of the 
community will speak.  
 
Please join us for the service and for an informal 
gathering in the fellowship hall immediately 
following.  
 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME    
ends on November 5. Turn your 
clocks back one hour. 
    

 



   
WELCOME CONNECTION DISCUSSION 
 

On October 8th we had another and new 
look at the long planned Welcome 
Connection (formerly known as The 
Welcome Table.)  It was a chance to recap, 
reconsider, and respond to the call to be 
part of social justice projects beyond St. 

Mark’s individual capacity.  Because we have 
members now that were not part of the original 
discussions, and because ideas have kept simmering 
as time passed,  and because we’re now at the 
(marvelous!) moment of seeing actual, no longer just 
abstract, progress, it was time to have another talk.  
 
 Barry Nelson, a consultant working with us as we 
solidify our plans, summarized the three avenues 
which can lead to incorporating our new 
organization.  They vary in expense, help from the 
ELCA, and making us eligible for grants from other 
entities.  
 
We heard from two of our “roommates” at the office 
building.  Destiny Holiday’s project, “The Birthing of 
a Diamond: Outreach Women in Action,” grows out 
of her long experience in helping other women 
overcome the kinds of difficulties she has faced.  She 
reminded us that the partnership we asked for from 
our tenants works both ways.  She would be eager to 
have volunteers to assist with office work.  
 
Michelle Rydz is with the High Plains Fair Housing 
Center based in Grand Forks.  Their mission is to 
strengthen communities and to ensure equal access 
to fair housing in the region through training, 
education, enforcement and advocacy. They are 
excited to have an office now in Fargo and build 
relationships through Welcome Connection.   
   
Congregational responses included questioning the 
new title Welcome Connection and how it was 
chosen, and which of the incorporation routes seems 
most practical now.  There was discussion of who 
owns this Welcome Connection, and how St. Mark’s 
vision will be able to lead.  Being visible in the 
community, learning by listening, and finding a place 
to demonstrate our concern for the homeless, for 
New Americans, and for the LGBTQ community, are 
the outcomes looked for.  How Welcome Connection 
and how Fargo-Moorhead will look in five years 
were imagined, with the hope that we find a way to 
make them both shine. 
    --Mary Jane Haugen 

 
amazonsmile: 
 

If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, you can also 
benefit our church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St Mark’s if you use the following 
link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174  

 

 
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS – How They 
Work 
 

If you are a Thrivent member, you are eligible to 
lead a Thrivent Action Team: Think about an unmet 
need in your community and how you could help. 
Apply to lead your volunteer team in a one-time 
fundraiser, service activity or educational event that 
can be completed within 90 days. Once your project 
is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, 
including: 

 Promotional banner 
 Invitations and thank-you cards 
 Thrivent Action Team T-shirts 
 A $250 Community Impact Card you can use 

as seed money to get your project off the 
ground and make a bigger impact 

Benefit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent 
Action Teams per calendar year, and Associate 

members are eligible to lead one per calendar year 
(maximum of three). Call Naomi at our office at 
235.5591 if you need help to apply. We have done 
several here at St. Mark’s. 

 
 

NEEDS LIST AT CHURCHES 
UNITED: 

 

The following items are current shelter needs at 
Churches United for the Homeless. If you would like 
to donate, drop them off at Churches United or bring 
them to the church or office and we will see that they 
are delivered. Thanks! 
 

 Baby wipes     
 Diapers – Sizes 5 and 6  
 Infant Formula   
 New Adult Underwear   
 Deodorant 
 Cold Medicine 
 Cough Drops 

 Twin Size Blankets 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/#benefit
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/#associate
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership-and-benefits/#associate
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Saru Pokharel 

 

 
Nyamal Dei 

 

 
Maggie Christie 

F-M Welcome Week Photo Display & Speakers Event 
at St. Mark’s on September 23, 2017 

Telling Intelligent Truths About Ourselves 
 
The Forum on Faith and Life presents Nadia Bolz-Weber, New York Times best-selling author, ELCA pastor, 
and Founder of the House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver. This event is free and open to the public. Tickets 
will not be required. 
 
She will speak at chapel on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 9:50 a.m. at the Centrum, Knutson Campus Center. Her public 
lecture and book signing will be at 7:00 p.m. that evening, also at the Centrum. (Come early for a good seat!) 
 
Nadia Bolz-Weber is the author of two New York Times best-selling memoirs – Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful 
Faith of a Sinner & Saint and Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People. She is an ordained ELCA 
Lutheran pastor and is the founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colo.  

 
RUBY’S PANTRY 
 
Ruby's Pantry is a unique food program that collects and distributes corporate surplus food.  Everyone who 
eats qualifies to receive an abundance of food each month.  A $20 donation is collected for each share. Ruby's 
Pantry distributes from Minnesota State Technical & Community College in Moorhead the 4th Tuesday of 
each month from 5-7 p.m. For more information call Pastor Michelle Webber at First Congregational UCC-
Moorhead: 218.236.1756. 
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