
 
These words of Jesus are familiar 
to most of us. Words that make 
me think of the long process we 
went through to find a new 
worship space. Since last fall, we 
have reached out to dozens of 
contacts, sent numerous emails, 
made many phone calls, and held 
a variety of meetings to research 
over 40 options.  At times, the 
search felt daunting and 
discouraging.  
 
Many things in life require 
persistence and hope. Finding a 
job. Pursuing an education. 
Looking for a new home or 
apartment. Dating and getting to 
know someone who might 
eventually become your life 
partner. Starting a business. 
Raising a family.  
 
Stubborn determination is often 
central to success of finding 
something that works. You have 
to keep asking and searching and 
knocking. Hoping that one day 
you find what you were looking 
for. Praying that God will guide 
you to the next step in this life 
journey. 
 
Today, I believe that St. Mark’s 
community has found a new place 
to worship that fits our hopes and 
dreams. A beautiful sanctuary. A 
shared space that offers new 
opportunities for interfaith  
 

 

activities. Temple Beth El 

Synagogue is a truly welcoming 

congregation, whose members are 

tremendously excited about us 

sharing their space. My hope is 

that this unique partnership  

will inspire others and lead us to 

ventures that we cannot envision 

today. 

 

Our first service at Temple Beth 

El Synagogue will be Sunday, 

August 4 at 10 a.m. They are 

located at 809 11th Avenue South 

in Fargo, which is about nine 

blocks southwest of our former 

chapel. We will have a special 

dedication on September 8, 

which is also Rally Sunday. 

Representatives from the 

synagogue and our Eastern North 

Dakota Synod will be part of the 

service, followed by a community 

potluck in the fellowship hall 

(something we have not had for a 

while!) 

 

For nearly six years, St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church has been on a 

faith journey, dwelling in what we 

knew were temporary spaces. 

Now, I think we have found a 

place that could be a long-term 

home for us. A new door from 

which we will continue our  
   

      

 
 
 
ministry of serving God and those 
in need in our Fargo/Moorhead 
community. 
 
Whatever our future may hold, we 
move forward each day with the 
promise that Jesus will always 
prepare a place for us, wherever 
we may go. That God will always 
respond when we ask for help. 
That the Spirit will always show 
us the way when we are searching 
for guidance. And that someone 
will always open the door when 
we knock. 
 
I hope you will join us in 
celebrating this new home for St. 
Mark’s. And tell your friends 
about what is happening here. 
That whoever they are or 
wherever they come from or 
whomever they love, they will 
find an open door at St. Mark’s. 
 
Thanks be to God for faithfully 
leading us and graciously 
providing a new space for our 
congregation! 
 
Pastor Joe 
 
 

 

                                      AN OPEN DOOR 
 
Jesus said, “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.”  - Luke 11:9-10 
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MUSIC NOTES* 
 

AUGUST?  What happened to 
summer!  Although I can profess that 
summer is not my favorite season 
because of the heat, humidity and 
sometimes Canadian smoke.  As I 
write, it is a beautiful day, so I shall 
praise the Lord for what he has given 
me.  Wait a minute!  I am sitting 
inside at the computer.  Oh well, this 
month’s article will be short. 
 
New beginnings are waiting for our 
congregation with our move to a 
new space and new adjustments in 
many ways.  But, our piano is coming 
with us and I have a special place for 
it so my adjustment should be fine.  I 
am assuming the acoustics will be 
adequate because of the high 
ceilings although, there will never be 
as good of a sound as we had in our 
chapel.  That building must have had 
a great architect to design such a 
wonderful ceiling that bounced off 
all our music.   
 
Now for my article:  We have one 
hymn picked for August so far and 
that was chosen by Helen Beth for 
August 4th since she will be presiding 
that day.  The hymn is #720 – “We 
Are Called” written by David Haas, a 
composer of several hymns in our 
ELW.  
  
The refrain is inspired by Micah 6:8 - 
“What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?”  The stanzas, David Haas 
says, “they are mine, appropriate for 
celebrations of social justice, service, 
ordinations, ministry and the like.” 
They stand around the statement of 
the call from Micah as admonitions 
to come, shine, live, sing, and walk 
with joy, love, and freedom. 
 

 
 
David Haas, also the composer of the 
tune, gave the hymn a “gospel style 
rendering”, the hymn becoming one 
of the favorites of our congregation.  
Enjoy in our new space and worship 
with the meaning of what the hymn 
says.   
 
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
 
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 

 

 

 

Gospel Readings  

for August 

 

August 4 – Pentecost 8 
Luke 12.13-21 

Jesus says: Be on guard against 
greed; be rich toward God, your 
treasure 
 
August 11– Pentecost 9 
Luke 12.32-40 

God will give you the treasure of the 
kingdom; sell all that you have 
 
August 18 – Pentecost 10 

Luke 12.49-56 

Jesus brings fire on earth and has a 
baptism with which to be baptized 
 

August 25 – Pentecost 11 
Luke 13.10-17 
Jesus heals a crippled woman on the 
Sabbath and is condemned 
 

 

 
 

 
Did you Know… 

…2019 marks the 80th year that 
Bethany Retirement Living has been 
serving seniors in our region? Since 
1939, Bethany has provided living 
opportunities in a senior community 
shaped by Christian values. At 
Bethany on University, Skilled 
Nursing Care, Transitional 
Care/Rehab, Memory Care, Basic 
Care, and Assisted Living services are 
available. 
 
Bethany on 42nd features Skilled 
Nursing Care, Transitional Care, 
Assisted Living and Independent 
Senior Apartments. Are you looking 
for living opportunities for someone 
you love? Visit our website at 
www.bethanynd.org or call Bethany 
on University at 701.239.3000 or 
Bethany on 42nd at 701.478.8900 
 

YOU’RE INVITED… 
 
It's almost that time of year again, 
Churches United for the Homeless' 
(CUFH) Community Picnic. Now 
that we have merged with the 
Dorothy Day House at the beginning 
of the year, it's even more of a 
reason to throw a picnic for 
everyone! 
 
Come and join us on August 13th at 
Oak Grove Park for some family fun 
with inflatable games, live music from 
local artists, and delicious picnic style 
foods.  
 
Everyone is invited! We want you, 
your brother's wife's dog groomer's 
cousin, and everyone else in 
between! Let's all come together as a 
community and have a wonderful 
evening. 
 

 
 

 
Join us  August 13, 2019, from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Oak Grove 
Park in Fargo 170 Maple Street N.,     
Fargo  

   FROM CUFH 

 
 

 

Thinking about joining 
St. Mark’s? 

 
We will receive new 
members again on 

Sunday, September 8, 
during worship at 10 
a.m. Contact Pastor Joe 
for more information. 

http://www.bethanynd.org/


 

August Schedule 
 

USHERS 
  4: Stan Franek 
11: Charlie Jordan 
18: Bill Roeszler 
25: Open 

 

LECTORS 
  4: Raydon Workin 
11: Linda Hamann 

18: Becky Barry 
25: Rosemary Jones 
 

CANTORS 
  4: Jon Leiseth 

11: Tara Jensen 
18: Becky Barry 
25: Tammy Lanaghan 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
  4: Mary Jane Haugen 
11: Naomi Franek 
18: Tammy Lanaghan 

25: Elna Solvang 
 

BREAD 
  4: Maxine Fagerland 

11: Tara and Oliver Jensen 
18: Tammy Lanaghan 
25: Rosemary Jones 
 

COUNTERS 
  4: Jane R. and Maxine F. 
11: Tara J. and Mary Jane H. 
18: Tammy L. and Open 

25: Elna S. and Carly G. 

 
DATES TO          

REMEMBER 
 

July 28: Last Worship Service in 

Convent Chapel 

Aug. 4: First Service at Temple Beth 

El, 10 am 

Aug. 10: Pride in the Park, 11-4 

Aug. 11: Interfaith Service, 12:30 pm 

Aug. 11: Parade & Rally, 2 pm 

Aug. 14: Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 

Aug. 18: Island Park Gathering, 

11:30  

Aug. 26: Newsletter Articles Due 

Aug. 27: Query, 5:30 pm 

Aug. 29: Newsletter, 9:30 am 

 

DEDICATION AND NEW MEMBER 

SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 8, 2019. 

 

 

Food Pantry Sunday 

 
Sunday, August 4, will be the next 
Sunday for collecting items for the 
Emergency Food Pantry.  In July  we 
collected 32.15 lbs. for the food 
pantry. Through July, we have 
collected a total amount of 306.10 
lbs, which is 12.10 lbs over our goal 
of collecting the average weight of 6 
5-year old boys.  

Since we reached our goal, I decided 
to challenge us to collecting the 
average weight of 6 5-year old girls 
by the end of the year.   
 
The average weight of a 5-year old 
girl is about 40 lbs. We would need 
to collect 240 lbs. to equal 6 5-year 
old girls. We averaged 44 lbs. per 
month the first 7 months, so we 
should be able to make this goal. 
 
Current needs include the following: 
Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned 
Fruit, Rice (one-pound bag white or 
brown rice),  Pasta/noodles Toilet 
Paper, Bar soap. 

They also accept other non-
perishable items, basic hygiene 
items, and egg cartons (must be 1 
dozen carton and perfer large size). 

If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the check out 
to St. Mark's Lutheran Church and 
notate Emergency Food Pantry on 
the memo line. 
                                              Jane Radig 

New Addresses: 
 

Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens 
3306 Village Green Blvd. 
Unit #202 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
 
Teresa Kuhens 
2417 26th Ave. So.   #101 
Fargo, ND 58103 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Island Park Gathering 
FOR DOWNTOWN CHURCHES 

August 18, 11:30 a.m. 
 
A couple months ago, a group of 
pastors from four downtown 
Lutheran churches started meeting 
to discuss new ideas for working 
together and for our members to get 
to know one another. So, on Sunday, 
August 18, we are holding an 
outdoor get together for members 
and friends of Elim, Good Shepherd, 
Pontoppidan and St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Churches.  
 
This gathering will begin at 11:30 
a.m. near the gazebo in Island Park 
(located close to 6th Avenue S., 
between 4th Street and 7th Street S.) 
There are parking lots on the west 
side of the park. We will have a 
couple food trucks nearby for people 
to purchase lunch, and offer a short 
worship service with songs and Holy 
Communion. There will also be a 
simple service project activity for 
children, youth and adults. 
 
(Regular worship services are still 
scheduled for each of the churches!) 
 
Pastor Joe to Attend 
“Proclaim Gathering” 
 
Pastor Joe will attend the “Proclaim 
Gathering” of the Extraordinary 
Lutheran Ministries organization, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 1 – 4. 
 
ELM affirms and supports LGBTQIA+ 
Lutheran rostered leaders and those 
preparing for rostered leadership 
while engaging allied congregations 
and ministries to proclaim God’s love 
and seek justice for all. 
 



 

AARP Connection 
 
Jeff Ware and Jay Jansen were 
featured in the AARP Bulletin, 
July/August 2019 issue. The article is 
about the Red River Rainbow Seniors 
support and advocacy group which 
partners with AARP North Dakota, to 
hold Lounge and Learn events. Long-
term care services, caregiving, and 
legal issues have been among the 
topics covered for the LGBTQ+ 
seniors. Jeff and Jay are long-time 
members of St. Mark’s and active in 
the RR Rainbow Seniors Group. 

 

 
Red River 
Rainbow Seniors 
 

August 10: RRRS Table at Pride in the 
Park: 11-4 
August 10: AARP & RRRS Reception 
at the Boiler Room, 
6-8 pm 
August 11: 
Pride Parade -- RRRS Group 
1:30 Line up - Moorhead Mall 
August 11: 
PCCC Open House & Cookout 
1105 1st Ave. N, Fargo 
4-6 pm 

 
Query Book 
Discussion 
 

The Query Book Discussion group 
invites you to the Front Street 
Taproom on Tuesday, August 27, 
5:30-7 pm. We will read Armistead 
Maupin’s  Tales of the City (volume 
1).  A novel about the denizens of 
the mythic apartment house at 28 
Barbary Lane in San Francisco, 
Tales is both a sparkling comedy of 
manners and an indelible portrait of 
an era that changed forever the way 
we live.    

 
 

FM PRIDE WEEK – AUGUST 8-11, 2019!!! 
 

PRIDE IN THE PARK 

Saturday, August 10 
Island Park, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
LBGTQ-friendly businesses, organizations, and individuals participate in the annual Pride in the Park celebration on 
August 10th from 11am – 4pm!  This event will include vendors, merchants, artisans, business services, community 
groups, games, live entertainment and best of all, it’s family friendly, so EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

St. Mark’s has participated at “Pride in the Park” for over 10 years! Please contact Naomi (235.5591) to sign up for a 
shift at our booth. We will have our famous Spin the Wheel game with lots of exciting prizes to win! 

 

INTERFAITH SERVICE 
Sunday, August 11 
Fargo Theatre, 12:00 p.m. – Reception 
12:30 p.m. – Service   

On this, the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Inn uprising, we celebrate, commemorate, and express the riotous 
expression of Pride. 

We will celebrate the large and varied display of humanity that is the Fargo-Moorhead LGBTQIA+ community. 
We will remember the Stonewall riots that took place 50 years ago. 
We will celebrate the amazing things that happen when we live boldly as our authentic selves. 

 

PRIDE PARADE & RALLY 
Sunday, August 11, 2 p.m.  
 
Parade Line-Up will begin in the east parking lot at the Moorhead Center Mall. Parade will start on 7th St. N. 
turning right (West) onto Center Ave. Route continues over the Red River and onto NP Ave (West). Route will 
continue to 4th St. N. and turn right (North). Route will end at 2nd Ave N. at the Civic Center. FM Pride Rally will 
begin at the conclusion of the parade. 
 
Meet up with St. Mark’s at the Moorhead Center Mall east parking lot around 1:30 p.m. to march. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------
------- 



 
 

 
 

 
 

From President Tara… 
 
Friends,  
 
The countdown begins! We will celebrate our final worship service in our current home at the Prairie 
St. John’s Chapel on Sunday, July 28th. We will close out our final service by packing up smaller 
items together as a church family and begin our exciting new journey sharing space at the Temple 
Beth El Synagogue. It has been so inspiring and powerful to witness the excitement and joy from 
not just our own members but also from our neighbors at Temple Beth El.  
 
One of the first and most important questions asked during our Congregational Forum was “How 
can the members of St. Mark’s be good neighbors to the members of Temple Beth El?” 
 
We will continue to learn as we go, but to begin, below is a short and simple list to ensure we are 
the best neighbors possible. 
 
Entrance: 
Use the East (side) Entryway.  The main entrance doors are locked.  
 
Security: 
Doors must be locked during service. Report any suspicious persons or objects left behind (bags, 
backpacks, boxes) to an Usher or Council Member.  
 
Etiquette: 
Pick up after yourself and be respectful of the structure, materials and sacred items. Christian 
symbols must be put away at the end of our services or special sessions.  Leave the synagogue 
how you found it! 
 
Food: 
No Shellfish. No Pork of any kind.  
 
Thermostat: 
Do not adjust unless you have been trained!  
 
Restrooms: 
There are restrooms in the lower level. Use the restroom that aligns with your identity. There is also 
a gender-neutral restroom on the upper level.  
 
Engage: 
Rabbi Janeen and the members of Temple Beth El encourage members of St. Mark’s to join in their 
worship services.  Their services are typically held every other Saturday at 10 am. A complete 
schedule is listed on their website at tbefargo.org or call and listen to a recorded message at: 701-
232-0441.  
 
If attending, simply dress modestly and let them know that you are member of St. Mark’s.  You will 
find that they are much like us – friendly, proud of their faith and eager to share it with others! 
 
In peace, 
Tara Jensen 
St Marks Church Council  

 


