
 
This passage is part of the Gospel 
reading for the first Sunday in Advent. 
During the upcoming year, our 
lectionary follows the Gospel of 
Matthew, which has a decidedly 
Jewish perspective of the story of 
Jesus. Matthew was concerned about 
preserving the Jewish tradition in an 
early Christian community that was 
moving away from its roots and 
becoming increasingly gentile. This 
Gospel frequently quotes Hebrew 
scriptures, portrays Jesus as the new 
Moses, and interprets Jesus’s ministry 
as fulfilling (not destroying) the Law 
or “Torah.” 
 
The Gospel of Matthew opens with 
the words “βίβλος γενέσεως” (“biblos 
genesis”), or the “book of 
generations” of Jesus Christ. The 
author intentionally uses the same two 
words as the Septuagint Greek version 
of Genesis 2:4: “the book of the 
generations of the heavens and the 
earth.” The original Jewish readers 
would have recognized that reference. 
The writer then lays out how the 
genealogy of Jesus' family tree goes 
back to the Jewish patriarch Abraham 
and includes the most famous Jewish 
king, David. 
 
Matthew presents Jesus as a 
continuation of the Bible’s story of 
God’s faithful promise and love for  
 

  
humanity. The passage from Matthew 
24 (quoted above) refers to another 
ancestor of Jesus: Noah, who was 
chosen by God to save humanity from 
the flood. At the end of that famous 
story, God promises to protect Noah’s 
descendants with a new covenant 
represented in the rainbow—a symbol 
that has become a symbol of 
inclusivity in our world today. Our 
new sign in front of Temple Beth El 
has a rainbow border—to let this 
neighborhood know that we, along 
with the synagogue, are a welcoming 
community of faith. 
 
Shortly before the Gospel of 
Matthew was written, the Jewish 
Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed 
by the Roman army in 70 A.D. In 
response, the Jewish people had to 
carefully consider how to continue 
without a worship center. Their 
struggle reminds me of the story of 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. Six 
years ago, members of our 
congregation made the decision to 
sell our original building. Despite the 
loss of our original sanctuary, we 
persevered in our unique ministry 
here in the Fargo/Moorhead 
community. 
 
And now we have a new home at 
Temple Beth El Synagogue. Like 
Jesus, we are worshiping in a Jewish  
 

 
Temple. Like Jesus, we are called to  
preach the Good News, heal the sick,  
and bring liberation to the oppressed. 
Like Jesus, we are seeking to bring 
the Kingdom of Heaven into our 
world today. Like Jesus, we are 
praying for the coming of God’s holy 
presence here among us. 
 
This Advent is a time to begin 
looking at what the Gospel of 
Matthew tells us about Jesus and his 
original faith community. It’s also a 
time to build new connections with 
other people of faith—Christians, 
Jews, Muslims and all those are 
seeking to follow God. To build 
bridges instead of walls. To speak 
love instead of hate. To open our 
arms in welcome instead of 
exclusion.  
 
This Advent, I hope you will find 
new ways to live out the Gospel of 
Jesus in your life. I hope you can 
fully embrace the promise of God’s 
love for yourself. I hope you will be 
moved to support our ministry. I 
hope you will tell others about what 
we are doing here at St. Mark’s.  
 
Peace to you this Advent season. 
 
Pastor Joe 
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GOD’S FAITHFUL PROMISE 
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For 
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark… until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man.” 
                                                      - Matthew24:36-44 

 
                                                                                                

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                

 



 
      

MUSIC  

NOTES*  
 

 

The Hymn of the Day chosen for 
December 1st is Lost In the Night,  
ELW #243, originating from the 
Scandinavian Lutheran heritage.  It 
first appeared in the 1978 Lutheran 
Book of Worship.  The basis of this 
hymn is a Finnish love song.  The 
Finnish Music Information Center in 
Helsinki supplied Robert Buckley 
Farlee  with the text and his 
translation.  The last line can be 
translated “Are you coming soon?”  
It was later translated by a 
Norwegian, Olav Lee, in 1929.  Olav 
Lee was born in Norway in 1849, 
came to United states in 1877 and 
attended Luther college, and Luther 
Seminary.  He was later ordained in 
1886 and served as a pastor in North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin.  He also taught at 
Augustana in Canton, South Dakota, 
and at St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minnesota.  He is accredited with 
writing several books and translated 
hymns for F. Melius Christiansen and 
the St. Olaf choir.   
 
Another person, Olga Maria Virginia 
Kulgren, is credited with adding the 
last two verses that were a 
translation of a Swedish hymn. 
 
The melody originally came from the 
region of Karelia, most of which is 
now in Russia, though some parts 
are in Finland.  It was published in a 
set of Finnish folk melodies collected 
in 1857.  Then it was paired with the 
Finnish love song. The tune has a 
haunting quality which is unique in 
that no other hymn tunes used 
commonly have this characteristic. 
 

Alpha Roeszler 
 Music Director 
 
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal                  
  Companion 
 

 
 

       
 

Advent and Christmas 
Schedule 

 

It has become our tradition to have 
Advent Services on Wednesday 
evenings at Churches United for 
the Homeless, 1901 1st Avenue 
North in Moorhead. 
 
We will gather in the dining hall at 
5:45 p.m. during the dinner hour and 
hold worship on 3 evenings: 
December 4, 11, and 18. Join us as 
we sing, pray, share stories and 
celebrate communion with the 
guests at Churches United. 
 
Christmas Eve worship is at 5 p.m. at 
the synagogue. We will have a 
traditional “Lessons and Carols” 
service with holy communion. The 
Christmas story is read and many of 
our favorite carols are sung. The 
children will enjoy bringing  the 
figurines forward for the creche. This 
is a family-friendly service for all 
ages! 
 
Christmas Day worship is at 11 a.m. 
at Churches United. The service will 
be held in their chapel. Guests, staff, 
and visitors are all welcome to 
come! 
 

WEATHER-RELATED 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In case of inclement weather the 
Pastor will cancel by 7:00 a.m. for 
Sunday Worship. WDAY will be 
notified as well as the cancellation  
will be noted on St. Mark’s website. 

 
 
Gospel Readings… 
  
December  1: Advent 1 
Matthew 24.36-44 
The sudden coming of the Son of Man 
 
December  8: Advent 2 
Matthew 3.1-12 
A voice cries: Prepare the way of the 
Lord 
 
December 15: Advent 3 
Matthew 11.2-11 
The forerunner of Christ 
 
December 22: Advent 4  
Matthew 1.18-25 
A God near at hand 
 
December 24, 25: Christmas 
Luke 2.1-20 
God with us 
 
December 29: Christmas 1 
Matthew 22.13-23 
The slaughter of innocent children  
                         

 
FLOWER FUND 
 STARTED  

 
In December we usually have an 
order form for Poinsettias included 
in the newsletter. However, since 
our space in the chancel and worship 
area is limited, we have decided to 
start a Flower Fund from which the 
Altar Guild can purchase potted 
plants or flowers. We will buy 
poinsettias for Christmas and lilies 
for Easter, but also have funds for 
other special Sundays throughout 
the year, such as Rally Day or Pride 
Sunday. 
 
Interested in donating? Write a 
check to St. Mark’s and note “Flower 
Fund” on the memo line. These 
donations will be recorded on your 
contribution statements. 
 
Any volunteers to help the Altar 
Guild with the flowers next year?  
 
Thanks!  Naomi Franek 

 



 

December 
Schedule 
 

USHERS 
  1: Stan Franek 
  8: Amelia Gaddie and 
      Stan Franek 
15: Charlie Jordan 
22: Open 
24: Amelia Gaddie and 
      Bill Roeszler 
29: Brian Buteyn 
       
LECTORS 
  1: Linda Graf 
  8: Jay Jansen 
15: Brian Buteyn 
22: Jane Radig 
29: Open 
 
CANTORS 
  1: Rosemary Jones 
  8: Jeff Ware 
15: Ryu Kroshus 
22: Becky Barry 
29: Tara Jensen 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
  1: Maxine Fagerland 
  8: Tammy Lanaghan 
15: Mary Jane Haugen 
22: Elna Solvang 
24: Naomi Franek 
29: Naomi Franek 
 
BREAD 
  1: The Kuhens 
 (4) Tammy Lanaghan 
  8: Maxine Fagerland 
(11) Tammy Lanaghan 
15: Linda Graf 
(18) Tara and Oliver Jensen 
22: Open 
24/25: Carly and Amelia Gaddie 
29: Tammy Lanaghan 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
  1: Helen Beth Kuhens 
  8: Linda Graf 
15: Jane Radig 
22: Open 
29: Open 
 
COUNTERS 
  1: Linda G and Tammy 
  8: Carly and Maxine 
15: Tara and Elna 
22: Mary Jane and OPEN 
29: Tara and Brian 

 

 

Food Pantry Sunday 

December 1 

 
Sunday, December 1, will be the next 
Sunday for collecting items for the 
Emergency Food Pantry.  In 
November we collected 65 lbs. 
worth of items. 

Our goal from August through 
December is to collect the average 
weight of 6 5-year old girls, which is 
240 lbs.  So far we have collected 
199.7 lbs.  We only need 40.3 more 
lbs. 

Current needs include the following: 

Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned 
Fruit, Rice (one-pound bag white or 
brown rice),  Pasta/noodles (boxes 
of spaghetti, lasagna, elbow noodles, 
penne pasta, etc.), Toliet Paper, Bar 
soap, Low-sodium products, Gluten-
free products 

They also accept other non-
perishable items, basic hygiene 
items, and egg cartons (must be 1 
dozen carton and prefer large size). 

If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the check out 
to St. Mark's Lutheran Church and 
notate Emergency Food Pantry on 
the memo line. 
                                              Jane Radig                                                                                     

 
Query  
Group 
 

The Query Book Discussion group 
invites you to the Front Street 
Taproom, Mezzanine level, on 
Tuesday, December 17, 5:30-7 pm.  
This month's book is the graphic-
novelleque Gender Queer: A Memoir 
by Maia Kobabe.  This intense 
autobiography charts eir journey of 
self-identity, which includes 
struggles in adolescence, grappling 
with how to come out to family and 
society, and much more. 

 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Dec  1: Food Pantry Sunday  
Dec  4: Advent Worship, CUFH, 5:45 
pm 
Dec 10: Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Dec 10: RRRS Holiday, Party, 5-8 pm 
Dec 11: Advent Worship, CUFH, 5:45 
pm 
Dec 12: Council Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Dec 15: New Member Sunday 
Dec 17: Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Dec 17: Query, 5:30-7 pm 
Dec 18: Advent Worship, CUFH, 5:45 
pm 
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service, 5 pm, 
at the synagogue 
Dec 25: Christmas Day Service,  
11 am at Churches United 
Dec 27: Newsletter Articles Due 
Dec 28: Hannukah Dinner at 
Synagogue, TBA 
Jan    2: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 am 
 

Did you Know…  

…Bethany Retirement Living offers 
unique dining opportunities for 
residents, families, volunteers AND 
THE PUBLIC? If you are looking for a 
unique dining alternative, the 42nd 
Street Diner at Bethany or the 
University Café at Bethany on 
University might be just the answer. 
From omelets and hash browns to 
hot sandwiches, burgers, soups and 
salads, the 42nd Street Diner and the 
University Café have something for 
every palate. And…you can pre-order 
on the Bethany website at 
www.bethanynd.org. It couldn’t be 
simpler and the food is great! Come 
join us! 

 

 
New Member Sunday 
We will receive new members into 
our congregation on Sunday, 
December 15, during the worship 
service. If you are interested in 
joining, please contact Pastor Joe at 
612.750.5079. 

http://www.bethanynd.org/


   
 

 

 
New Artwork  

for Advent 
 
Starting Sunday, December 1st, 

you will notice that there is 

new artwork in the gathering 

space upstairs and in the 

Fellowship Hall downstairs.  

During the season of Advent 

until Epiphany, we have the 

opportunity to enjoy 

“Cityscapes” by Anastassiya 

(Stass) Andrianova.  

“Cityscapes” is a post-

impressionist series of water-

mixable oil paintings exploring 

urban environments 

throughout the United States.  

 

Stass was born in Kyiv, 

Ukraine.  She studied at CUNY 

in New York, New York where 

she earned a PhD in 19th 

Century British Literature and 

Comparative Literature. 

Throughout her career she has 

taught as an Assistant 

Professor of English at several 

institutions and taught art 

classes for the Creative Plains 

Foundation and Creatively 

Uncorked.  She has exhibited 

work throughout Fargo 

including 8th Street Art Gallery, 

Flakoll Gallery, Red Raven 

Espresso Parlor, the Creative 

Plains Foundation and the 

Spirit Room. 

 

We are grateful to Hollie 

DeFrancisco from The Spirit 

Room for facilitating 

sharing “Cityscapes” with the 

Temple Beth El and St. Mark’s 

communities. 
      

 Tammy Lanaghan 

DOROTHY DAY MOSAIC 
 

During the past couple years, St. Mark’s has coordinated the creation of two 
large mosaics designed by Pastor Joe. The first “Tree of Life” mosaic now 
hangs in the chapel at the Churches United community center and shelter. 
Last year, we completed a second one for the lobby of Bright Sky Apartment, 
a long-term housing program. Now, Churches United has requested that we 
do a third mosaic for their Dorothy Day Food Pantry, located at 1308 Main 
Avenue in Moorhead. 
 
Pastor Joe has just finished the design for this new mosaic (shown in photo 
here.) The woman portrayed in the artwork is Dorothy Day, an activist who 
worked for pacifism, women's suffrage and advocacy for the poor. Her life 
followed an unorthodox path—moving from rejecting religion to embracing 
Christianity, and integrating her faith with social action through the Catholic 
Worker Movement. 
 
The design includes images of wheat and fields, sun and moon, seeds and 
water—symbols of the sources of food and nourishment in our world. It also 
includes a Dorothy Day quote: “We plant seeds that flower in our lives.” 
When finished, the mosaic will be eight feet wide and three feet tall and will 
hang in the lobby of the food pantry.  
 
We are hoping that many volunteers will join those who helped with the first 
two mosaics! For new people, it’s an easy project to learn—similar to doing a 
giant jigsaw puzzle—working side by side with adults and children in gluing 
hundreds of glass tiles onto the panels. You will also enjoy the sharing that 
takes place as we gather together each week. It’s kind of like an old-fashioned 
quilting bee. 
 
Our group will work on the mosaic on Tuesday afternoons, 2-5 p.m., starting 
on December 10, and again on December 17 (we will skip the weeks of 
Christmas and New Year’s Day and continue on January 7.) We will meet at 
the Community Room at Bright Sky Apartment Building, located at 3305 3rd 
Avenue NE in Moorhead (behind Cash Wise Foods.) The project will take 
about six months.  
 
If you or someone you know is interested in participating, please contact 
Pastor Joe at pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or 612-750-5079.  

 

               
 
         

                                             IDENTIFY YOUR GIFTS!! 
The giving of your time and talents is a wonderful gift to your family, friends, community, and church.  We 
appreciate the unique ways that you enrich St. Mark’s!  Take a look at the blue insert and see how your gifts 
will complement and enhance our ministry together!  Please return it to the church or office. Thank you! 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


 
Red River 
Rainbow Senior 
Holiday Party 

 

Save the date - Tuesday, December 
10, 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Porter Creek 
Restaurant! 
 
Get ready for the holiday cheer by 
participating in our second Ugly 
Christmas Sweater contest!  Wear 
what you consider to be the most 
hideous Christmas Sweater you can 
find.  Party attendees will vote on 
who's wearing the ugliest sweater. 
The winner will receive a gift. 
    
Additionally, we will continue our 
fundraiser to support the GSA Gay 
Straight Alliance) organizations at 
Bismarck High School, Watford City 
High School and Williston High 
School.  (For questions about this, 
contact one of the RRRS Social 
Committee members.)  
   

                        Tammy Lanaghan 
 

   

                                                                                                          A Christmas Carol Ring and Sing-Along 
 
The FM Area Music Club and the Red River Valley Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists will present their annual Christmas concert on Monday, 
December 2, 7:00 p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church, 650 2nd Avenue 
North in Fargo. 
 
Featured musical groups include: BELLisimo Handbell Choir, Noteable 
Women’s Chorus, Local RRV-AGO Organists, and Instrumentalists. 
 
Donations will go to the Food Pantry and Music Scholarships. Admission is 
free and open to the public. 
 

 
                          
 Concordia Christmas Concert – “Spirit of Gentleness” 
 
The Concordia Christmas concerts in Moorhead will be performed at the 
following times:  Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 8 at  2 p.m.  
 
Dr. Rene Clausen announced that he will retire following the 2019-2020 
academic year, concluding his service as professor of music and conductor 
of The Concordia Choir. Claussen has conducted The Concordia choir for the 
past 33 years. 
 
Tickets are $22 and are available online or call toll-free at 888.477.0277. 

                  

 
 

                    St. Mark’s Churches United Crew on November 1, 2019 
 

Pastor Joe, Maxine, Tara, Linda, Jay, Jeff, Jane, Ted, Stan, Charlie, and Ian (took photo) 

        


