
 
Much of what Jesus did during his 
ministry took place while he was 

traveling from place to place. The 
Gospel of Luke tells us that this long 
journey eventually leads Jesus to 
Jerusalem, the place of his crucifixion.  
 
Jesus tells those who want to follow 
him must be willing to accept that 
they will not know where God is 
leading them. “Foxes have holes, 
and birds… have nests,” but Jesus 
had no permanent place to stay. 
Jesus relied on the hospitality of 
others for food and shelter during 
his roving ministry. Jesus depended 
on God to reveal the next step in his 
faith journey. 
 
Like Jesus, St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church has been on a long faith 
journey, without a permanent home 
since we sold our building nearly six 
years ago. When we started 
worshiping at the convent chapel at 
Prairie St. John’s Hospital in April 
2017, we knew it was not a 
permanent home for us. We have 
been very grateful for their kind 
hospitality during the past couple 
years. 
 
Last year, the hospital confirmed 
plans to build a new facility on the 
convent site, with construction  
starting in 2019. A few months ago,  
 

 
we learned that we needed to move 
out by August 1. Since then, we have 
spent several months looking for a 
new place to worship. 
 

I’m excited to share that we have 
found a place from which we can 
continue our ministry here in our 
Fargo community. Temple Beth El 
Synagogue has graciously invited us 
to share their worship space and 
building. They are located at 809 11th 
Avenue South in Fargo, which is 
about nine blocks southwest of our 
current chapel. (For some photos of 
the synagogue, see page 5.) 
 
Our church council has 
recommended the synagogue as our 
new worship space. On Sunday, June 
30, we held an update meeting with 
St. Mark’s members and friends. 
Based on the input received at that 
meeting, the council has voted to 
move forward with those plans. 
 
I am hopeful that our planned 
presence at the synagogue will 
create new partnerships with their 
congregation. They share a 
commitment to LGBTQ community 
and other social justice issues that 
St. Mark’s has been involved. I 
envision that sharing space together 
will offer a variety of opportunities 
for joint interfaith activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We will continue to worship on 
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m., and our 
first service at the synagogue will 
take place on August 4. The formal 
dedication service will be on Rally 
Sunday, September 8. And although 
our worship space is changing, our 
offices will remain at the Irv Rustad 
Small Business Development Center 
in downtown Fargo. 
 
This move confirms that, like Jesus 
and his early followers, we are a 
wandering people of faith. And like 
the early disciples, we follow in the 
steps of Jesus—even if they lead us 
to the cross. We move forward each 
day with the promise that Christ will 
always lead and guide us, wherever 
we may go. 
 
I hope you will join us in celebrating 
this news. And tell your friends 
about what is happening here. That 
whoever they are or wherever they 
come from, they will find a home at 
St. Mark’s. 
 
Peace to all of us in our faith 
journeys, 
 

Pastor Joe 

 

 

                                   FOLLOWING JESUS 
 
As [Jesus and the disciples] were going along the road, someone said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 

holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 

his head.”  - Luke 9:57-58 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Avenue – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on 
July 1, 2019, this is the July 2019 Informant, Issue No 7. 

 



 

MUSIC NOTES* 
 

The Hymn of the Day that is chosen 
for July 14th is Light Dawns on a 
Weary World to the tune of TEMPLE 
OF PEACE.  This hymn was written in 
2001 at the meeting of the Hymn 
Society in the United States and 
Canada held in Independence, 
Missouri, by Mary Louise Bringle.  
The story begins with the melody as 
the composer, William P. Rowan 
played it for her and she said it was 
“love at first listen.”  She began 
writing the text that night in her 
motel room.   
 

This tune came about because of “A 
Collection of Hymns without Words,” 
which was presented a year before 
in Boston at the same Hymn Society 
meeting.  Rowan had the idea of 
making interesting wordless 
melodies for future hymns where 
the tune was not interrupted by the 
words in the creative process.   He 
wrote 18 such melodies and they 
became so popular with hundreds of 
texts coming forth that he was 
encouraged to write more for the 
2001 meeting.  Rowan named the 
tune that Bringle used for her text 
the TEMPLE OF PEACE for the chapel 
of the Community of Christ where 
the Hymn Society had met. 
 

When Bringle received the tune it 
was already harmonized and the 
intrigue was with the running 
sixteenth notes that she heard as a 
water fountain, suggesting a water 
garden.  Isaiah 58:11 suggests a 
water garden that is an image for the 
vision of a “just” society with an end 
to oppression after the Babylonian 
captivity.  That led to the refrain, The 
trees shall clap their hands, the dry 
lands, gush with springs; the hills and 
mountains shall break forth with 
singing!  
 
 
 
 
  

 
The next morning a speaker spoke 
on the need for Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims to work together for peace 
– shalom.  This led Bringle to come 
with the last words of the refrain, 
We shall go out in joy, and be led 
forth in peace, as all the world in 
wonder echoes shalom. The 
successive stanzas are extensions of 
light, hope and love.   
 
Mary Louise Bringle has written texts 
to two other hymns in the ELW.  
They are 792 – When Memory Fades 
to the tune of FINLANDIA and Calm 
to the Waves to the tune of CALM 
SEAS.  Bringle was born in Tennessee 
but grew up in North Carolina and 
began writing hymns in 1998.  In 
addition to writing, she has 
transcribed a lot of hymns from 
Spanish to English. 
 

Alpha Roeszler 

Music Director 
 

*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 

 

 

Gospel Readings  

for July 

 

July 7 – Pentecost 4 
Luke 10.1-11, 16-20 

Jesus sends out 70 disciples into the 
harvest 
 
July 14– Pentecost 5 
Luke 10.25-37 

The parable of the merciful 
Samaritan 
 
July 21 – Pentecost 6 

Luke 10.38-42 

Jesus says: Martha, your sister, 
Mary, has chosen the better part 
 

July 28 – Pentecost 7 
Luke 11.1-13  
Jesus teaches the disciples to pray 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
Our condolences to the family of Dr. 
John “Jack” E. Close, 83, who died on 
May 7, 2019, while in hospice care in 
West Des Moines, Iowa. Dr. Close 
served as the choir director at St. 
Mark’s from 1991-1994. He was also 
a professor of Music Education at 
Concordia College in Moorhead for 
over 25 years.  He is survived by his 
daughter, Heidi and family in West 
Des Moines, and son, Peter and 
family in Munich Germany. 
 

Altar Guild 
 

Our altar guild member’s 
main function is set-up 
and clean-up for weekly 
communion. The time 
involved is about 20 

minutes before worship and 15 
minutes after. We each take a turn 
once every 4 to 5 weeks. Talk to 
Naomi, Maxine, Elna, Tammy, or 
Mary Jane if interested in helping. 
Thanks! 

 
Did you Know… 
…nearly two dozen worship services 
are conducted at Bethany 
Retirement Living each month? 
Bethany’s Chaplain, Pastor Phil 
Larson, leads worship at both 
campuses on Sundays, a monthly 
Communion Service at each campus 
and Hymn Sing the second 
Wednesday at each location. 
Additionally, he offers worship on 
Thursday mornings for residents in 
the Memory Care Unit. Catholic 
worship is celebrated each Friday at 
Bethany on University and Tuesdays 
at Bethany on 42nd. Several churches 
conduct worship in the Mavis 
Whiting Chapel at Bethany on 
University for their members and 
others who reside at Bethany. To 
find out more or to assist with 
worship, call 701.239.3234. 
 

 
 

 

 

Thinking about joining St. Mark’s? 
We will receive new members again on Sunday, September 8, during worship at 10 a.m. 



July Schedule 
 

USHERS 
  7: Bill Roeszler 

14: Charlie Jordan 
21: Stan Franek 
28: Pending 
 

LECTORS 
  7: Jane Radig 
14: Mary Jane Haugen 
21: Pending 

28: Haley Kroshus 
 

CANTORS 
  7: Tammy Lanaghan 
14: Becky Barry 

21: Tara Jensen 
28: Ryu Kroshus 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
  7: Mary Jane Haugen 
14: Naomi Franek 
21: Tammy Lanaghan 

28: Tammy and Naomi 
 

BREAD 
  7: Tammy Lanaghan 
14: Open 

21: Tara & Oliver Jensen 
28: Ryu Kroshus 

 

DATES TO          

REMEMBER 
 

July   7: Food Pantry Sunday 

July   9: Rainbow Seniors, Happy 

Hour, 5-7 pm 

July 11: Synagogue Visit, 7 pm 

July 17: Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 

July 22: Newsletter Article Deadline 

July 23: Query, 5:30-7 pm 

July 25: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 am 

July 28: Last Worship Service in 

Convent Chapel 

July 28: Rainbow Seniors Picnic (see 

article) 

 

Coming Up Next Month… 

FM Pride Week – August 8-11 

• Pride in the Park 

• Block Party 

• Youth Pride 

• Interfaith Service 

• Pride Parade & Rally 

 

 

From President Tara… 

Friends, I hope that you 
are enjoying Summer! It 
seems that every year the 

Summer seems shorter than the year 
before and that Fall is right around 
the corner. As I enter tasks and 
appointments to my calendar, I am 
sad to see the summer fly by, yet at 
the same time filled with joy to see 
the names of new friends made and 
the countless opportunities to join 
together in service and faith.  
 

A Congregational Forum was held 
June 30, 2019, for members to learn 
more about sharing worship space at 
the Temple Beth El Synagogue, 
discuss the move, and prayerfully 
consider how we can use this 
opportunity to expand our mission 
of inclusion of all peoples and grow 
in our own faith. It was inspiring to 
hear such positive feedback, 
thoughtful ideas, and support from 
our members.  
 

The Council held a Special Council 
Meeting following the 
Congregational Forum with a 
unanimous vote to proceed with 
accepting Temple Beth El 
Synagogue’s invitation for St. Mark’s 
to share space in their facility 
located at 809 11th Ave. South, in 
Fargo, starting August 1, 2019.   
 

There is much work to be done in 
the month of July but if I have 
learned anything from being a 
member of St. Mark’s it is that we 
are not afraid of new challenges or 
hard work.  It is indeed a busy time 
for St. Mark’s! There are so many 
exciting opportunities for our 
members in the weeks ahead as we 
say goodbye to our current space 
and begin our journey to a new 
worship space at the Temple Beth El 
Synagogue. 
 

In peace, 
Tara Jensen 
St Marks Church Council  
 

 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 
Sunday, July 7, will be the next 
Sunday for collecting items for the 
Emergency Food Pantry.  In June  we 
collected 35.95 lbs. for the food 
pantry. Through June,  we have 
collected a total amount of 273.95 
lbs., which leaves us only 20.05 lbs. 
away from our goal of collecting the 
average weight of 6 5-year old boys 
by the end of the year. 

If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the check out 
to St. Mark's Lutheran Church and 
notate Emergeny Food Pantry on the 
memo line. 

 

Noisy Change 

Offering Results                            

The special offering for Churches 
United and The Emergency Food 
Pantry raised $281.22, which will be 
split equally among the 2 agencies.   

Even though it may not sound like a 
lot, I found on the Emergency Food 
Pantry website that a $21.00 
donation provides a week's worth of 
food for a family.  Churches United is 
also grateful to receive donations of 
money as they can direct those 
dollars to the most urgent needs. 

Thanks to all who participated! 
                                              Jane Radig 

 
Query Book Discussion 
 
The Query Book Discussion group 
invites you to the Front Street 
Taproom on Tuesday, July 23, 5:30-7 
pm. This month’s book is “Real 
Queer America: LGBT Stories from 
Red States” by Samantha Allen. 
 
Please contact Pastor Joe or Tammy 
Lanaghan for more information. 
 



 
A Glimpse of the 
Temple Beth El Synagogue 
809 11th Avenue So., Fargo, ND 

 

 
Worship Space 

 

 
Left Side of worship space 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Right side of worship space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room behind sanctuary  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Front of Building 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Side Parking Lot – 6 Spots 
 

 
Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 

Library 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kitchen Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 One of three classrooms 

 

Visit the Synagogue! 

 

The council has arranged a 
time for St. Mark’s to visit 
and meet with the members 
of Temple Beth El Synagogue 
on Thursday, July 11, at  
7 p.m. at the Synagogue, 
809 11th Avenue South in 
Fargo. 
 
It will also be an opportunity 
for us to listen and learn 
from each other as we 
envision together how best 
to share this wonderful 
space.   
 
Please make plans to attend!  
        

 
 

 



        
Rainbow Seniors 
 
The July Happy Hour will be at the 
Fargo Brewing Taproom Luchadores 
Taqueria, 610 N University, Fargo, on 
Tuesday, July 9th, 5-7 p.m. For this 
gathering, people are invited to 
bring an appetizer to share with the 
group and/or order food from 
Luchadores Taqueria. 
 
Also in July a “Picnic on the Farm” 
near Halstad, MN, is scheduled for 
the afternoon of Sunday, July 28th. 
This is a potluck gathering at the 
farm of Mel H. and Mitch M.  Please 
RSVP to Mel and Mitch:  
Mel@bythemarsh.com. 
 

Author To Visit Fargo 
 
The Lost Prayers of Ricky Graves, a 
novel written by James Han 
Mattson, will be the topic of the 
book read and discussion at Zanbroz, 
420 Broadway N, Fargo, on July 10, 
2019, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  
 
Mattson is currently an assistant 
professor of English and Creative 
Writing at Murray State University in 
Murray, Kentucky. Mattson was born 
in Seoul, Korea and raised in Grand 
Forks. 
 

BETHANY FUNDRAISER 

 

WHAT:  Salad Extravaganza                  

WHEN: Wednesday, July 17 
10:30 am to 1:00 pm 

WHERE: Bethany on 42 
4255 30 Ave S, Fargo 
 
WHY: Proceeds to go toward 
providing items for Bethany 
residents - such as subscriptions to 
The Forum, blanket warmers, Netflix 
services, heat lamps, Portals of 
Prayer devotionals - to name a few.                

WHO:  Sponsored by Bethany 
Auxiliary 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
     St. Mark’s members with Habitat for Humanity’s “dakota blitz 3:10” 

 
   FM Streets Alive! Participants from 4 of the downtown churches:                                                                   

               St. Mark’s, Elim, Pontoppidan, and Good Shepherd 

    
A wonderfully successful Honoring Stonewall Art Exhibit - 

Continues through July 28 

                                    Moving Day(s) TBA 
 

Exact times & dates have not been determined at this printing, but will happen 
the week of July 28 - August 3. We will again hire professional movers for the 
heavy items. Contact Naomi at the office for updates: 701.235.5591 
  

mailto:Mel@bythemarsh.com

