
 
“St. Mark’s Lutheran is a journeying 
people of faith.” This is a phrase that 
I have used many times over the 
past three years when I tell people 
about our congregation and my 
ministry with you (which began June 
1, 2016!) 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church has been 
on a faith journey that has lasted 
much longer than anyone expected. 
Six years ago, our congregation 
made the decision to sell their 
original building.  Then St. Mark’s 
moved to Elim Lutheran Church, 
which served as an oasis for us. In 
the Bible, Elim was one of the places 
where Israel stayed early in their 40 
years of wandering in the desert. For 
three and a half years, St. Mark’s 
camped at Elim. 
 
For the past two years, we have 
worshiped at the former convent 
chapel at Prairie St. John’s Hospital.  
As you may know, the hospital has 
been working on plans to build a 
new facility for a while. Last month, 
they let us know that we need to 
move out of the worship space at 
the end of July. The new hospital will 
be constructed on that site. 
 
So, once again, we are in search of a 
new place for our Sunday morning  
 

 
services. Thankfully, we can stay at  
our current office, located in the Irv 
Rustad Regional Small Busines 
Center. That space has been a 
blessing—allowing us to sublease 
four offices to individuals and  
nonprofits committed to serving 
LGBTQIA+ individuals, Native 
Americans, people of color, and 
other marginalized groups. 
 
For the past several months, we 
have been looking for a new worship 
home for St. Mark’s. Our list of 
potential sites has grown to over 40 
options. Many of them, however, are 
not options for us due to rental 
costs, location, or other factors. We 
have narrowed our list to a handful 
of possibilities. Unfortunately, none  
of these are confirmed at this point, 
but we hope to know more in the 
coming month. Once we have 
settled on our final choice(s), our 
church council will call a meeting to 
update everyone and vote on the 
new site. 
 
Please continue to pray for our St. 
Mark’s community and our ongoing 
faith journey. I am hopeful that we 
will end up in space that allows us to 
serve our members, visitors and 
community in the various ministries 
we have participated during the past 
 

 
few years. I believe that is the calling 
that God has given us. To follow  
Jesus, wherever our faith journey 
may lead us. 
 
And while we have truly enjoyed the 
convent chapel, the new space may 
be very different from that. It may 
be a shared space with another 
congregation. It might be a large 
meeting room in an office building or  
nonprofit. It could be in a building 
serving another community.  
 
The Bible says that Moses and his 
people stayed at 50 different sites 
during their 40 years in the 
wilderness. I fervently pray that St. 
Mark’s will never face that many 
moves! Nevertheless, like the 
Israelites, we are a wandering 
people of faith. Like Jesus, we don’t 
have a permanent place to lay our 
heads.  
 
But we move forward as we follow 
Jesus, knowing that Christ goes with 
us and God’s hand is guiding us 
wherever we may go in the 
Fargo/Moorhead community. Thank 
you for your continued support for 
all that St. Mark’s does! 

       
                                     Pastor Joe 

 

 

                                   Continuing Our Faithful Journey 
 

When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar…, you shall 
make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he 
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number…. The LORD brought us out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, … and with signs and wonders,… and gave 
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” – Deuteronomy 26:4-6,8-10 

 
As [Jesus and disciples] were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 
you wherever you go.”  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” – Luke 9:57-58 
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MUSIC NOTES* 
 

 

I Come With Joy, # 482 is the chosen 
communion hymn for June 2nd.  It is 
a newer hymn written in July 1968 
for the congregation Brian Wren was 
serving in Hockley, Essex, England.  
He explained that was to “sum up a 
series of sermons on the meaning of 
communion”.  In 1977, he revised it 
with the prompting from a hymn 
committee as he was alerted to the 
sexism in the vocabulary.  Again in 
1995, he revised it again that is in 
our ELW.  Now it moves from the 
individual (I come) to the collective 
(we’ll go).  Stanza 4 describes 
Christ’s ‘real presence’ in the faith 
community and in the communion 
meal. 
 
The tune used is DOVE OF PEACE 
that comes from the Southern 
Harmony tradition. 
The character of the hymn is of a 
jubilant little dance that is fitting for 
the text, “I Come With Joy”.   
 

Alpha Roeszler 

Music Director 

 
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 

 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 
 
Those of you who have Thrivent 
products such as insurance or other 
accounts are eligible to sponsor a 
Thrivent Action Team.  An action 
team identifies a community need, 
decides how to address it and then 
applies for the $250 seed money and 
promotional resources from Thrivent 
(like T-Shirts!). The money may be 
used for educational resources, 
fund-raising, or a service project. 
Past projects include school kits and 
quilting supplies. We have done 
several projects with Churches 
United. Contact Naomi for more 
details – 235-5591. 
 

 

Gospel Readings for 

June 

 

June 2 – Easter 7 
John 17.20-26 

Jesus prays that the disciples will be 
one and abide in his love 
 
June 9– Day of Pentecost 
John 14.8-17 [25-27] 

The Father will give you another 
Advocate, the Spirit of truth 
 
June 16 – The Holy Trinity 

John 16.12-15 

The Spirit will guide you into the 
truth 
 

June 23 – Pentecost 2 
Luke 8.26-39  
Jesus casts out demons possessing a 
man of the Gerasenes 
 
June 30 – Pentecost 3 

Luke 9.51-62 

Jesus says, Follow me and do not look 
back 

 
Did you Know… 
 
…that Bethany Retirement Living is a 
recognized leader in providing 
quality care to the seniors in the 
region. Among the special services 
provided is care for residents with 
Alzheimeir’s disease and other 
dementia. The careing emploeyees 
on our Memoryu Care Unit are 
specially trained to assist the 
residents and their families through 
a very challenging phase of their 
lives. Endings and Beginnings is a  
program offered twice yearly by 
Bethany to help family members 
understand and deal with the 
changes being experienced by their 
loved one with Alzheimer’s. For 
more information about Bethany’s 
care for residents with Alzheimier’s 
disease and toher dementia, contact 
Tara Copley, Director of Social 
Services, at 701.239.3529 or 
tcopley@bethanynd.org. 
 

 

 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
WRAP-UP 
 
NEW Church Council members:  

▪ Tara Jensen 
▪ Tammy Lanaghan  
▪ David Twamley 

 
OUTGOING council members:  

▪ Brian Buteyn 
▪ Linda Graf 
▪ Jane Radig 

 
ONGOING council members: 

▪ Maxine Fagerland 
▪ Carly Gaddie 
▪ Mary Jane Haugen 
▪ Mel Jacobson 
▪ Elna Solvang 
▪ Pastor Joe Larson 

 
We thank all of these members for 
their commitment, dedication, and 
willingness to serve on the council, 
especially during this time of 
continuing transition and finding 
new paths! Our prayers and support 
are with you. 
 
Reports submitted were from the 
Pastor; Council President; Worship 
and Music; Education; Welcome 
Connecton; Social Ministry; Parish 
Life; Finance; and the Audit 
Committee. (Reports are available 
from the office.) 
 
Ryu Kroshus will be St. Mark’s 
delegate to the EaND Synod 
Assembly this year. It’s at the 
Holiday Inn in Fargo on June 8 & 9. 
 

 

New Member Sunday 
June 9, 2019 

 
We will receive new members        
during worship on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9.  Contact Pastor 
Joe if you are interested in 
joining St. Mark’s! 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-5-26/0


 

June Schedule 
 

USHERS 
  2: Stan Franek 
  9: Charlie Jordan 
16: Bill Roeszler 
23: Brian Buteyn 

30: Stan Franek 
 

LECTORS 
  2: Jon Leiseth 

  9: Pending 
16: Linda Graf 
23: Pending 
30: Pending 

 

CANTORS 
  2: Jon Leiseth 
  9: Elna Solvang 

16: Ryu Kroshus 
23: Becky Barry 
30: Tara Jensen 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
  2: Mary Jane Haugen 
  9: Maxine Fagerland 
16: Elna Solvang 

23: Naomi Franek 
30: Tammy Lanaghan 
 

BREAD 
  2: Ryu Kroshus 

  9: Maxine Fagerland 
16: Linda Graf  
23: Helen Beth Kuhens 

30: Tammy Lanaghan 
 
 

 
DATES TO          

REMEMBER 

 
 

June   2: Food Pantry Sunday 

June 2 & 9: Change Offering 

Collection  

June 9: New Member Sunday 

June  11: Rainbow Seniors Happy 

Hour-Picnic,  5-8 p.m. 

June 19: Council Meeting 

June 23: Streets Alive! 12-5 pm 

June 24: Newsletter Articles Due 

June 25: Query, 5:30-7 pm 

June 27: Newsletter Mailing 

June 30: Stonewall Art Exhibit,  1-3 

pm at the chapel 

 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

June 2 will be the next Sunday for 
collecting items for the Emergency 
Food Pantry. Last month we 
collected 45 lbs. for the food pantry.  

Through May, we have collected a 
total amount of 238 lbs., which 
leaves us only 56 lbs. away from our 
goal of collecting the average weight 
of 6 5-year-old boys by the end of 
the year. 

Current needs include the following: 
Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned 
Fruit, Rice (one-pound bag white or 
brown rice), Pasta/noodles, Toilet 
Paper, and Bar soap. They also 
accept other non-perishable items, 
basic hygiene items, and egg cartons 
(must be 1 dozen carton and prefer 
large size). 

If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the check out 
to St. Mark's Lutheran Church and 
notate Emergency Food Pantry on 
the memo line.        Jane Radig 
 

 
Special Offering 
Collection: 
June 2 & 9 
 

We will be collecting the special 
offering for Churches United and The 
Emergency Food Pantry on Sunday, 
June 2, and Sunday, June 9. Bring 
your change with you on one of 
those Sundays! OR, if you did not 
collect coins but wish to contribute 
to the special offering, you may 
write out a check to St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church and indicate 
"Special Offering - CUFH & 
Emergency Food Pantry" on the 
memo line.  
 
The amount collected will be in next 
month's Informant! 

 

        
 
Streets Alive on June 23! 
 
Downtown Fargo-Moorhead 
celebrates an event called Streets 
Alive in June and August. It’s a time 
to ditch the cars, gather the kids, and 
get moving! You will find activities, 
exhibitors, food, music, friends, 
entertainment…..…………… and a 
booth hosted by 4 Lutheran 
churches, including St. Mark’s! 
 
We will join with Elim, Good 
Shepherd, and Pontoppidan in 
sponsoring a booth – we’ll give out 
water and granola bars AND bring 
our spinning game along! 
 
If you would like to sign up for a one-
hour shift between 1 and 5 p.m. 
please contact Pastor Joe or Naomi. 

 
Here’s the link to learn more about 
this community event: 
https://www.fargomoorhead.org/e
vent/streets-alive/ 
 
 

“GivePlus” App –  
Option for 
Church Giving 

 
St. Mark’s is now accepting 
donations through a cell phone APP 
called “GivePlus.”  This app is 
available to us through Vanco 
Services. One of our members told 
me that it is “super-easy” and she 
likes the convenience of having it on 
her phone. Choose a debit or credit 
card or a bank account for a one-
time gift or regluar donations. Please 
talk to Naomi if you have any 
questions. 
 



 

 
 
Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity 
presents the…. 

 

2019 dakota blitz 3:10 
 
By the grace God has given me, I laid 
a foundation as a wise builder, and 
someone else is building on it. But 
each one should build with care. 
                         -1 Corinthians 3:10 
 
The dakota blitz is going to be a build  
like this community has never seen. 
3 homes, 10 days, thousands of 
volunteers, 3 families’ lives changed. 
From June 19-29, these homes will 
go from a foundation to completed 
exterior. 
 
Mary Jane Haugen has relayed the 
message that churches will mainly be 
asked for volunteers to serve the 
food. (The food is being donated by 
Sanford.) 
 
Further updates will be shared 
through email and the bulletins. 
Check out their website for more 
information: 
https://www.lakeagassizhabitat.org/o
ur-builds/ 

 
 

Query Book Discussion 
 
The Query Book Discussion group 
invites you to the Front Street 
Taproom on Tuesday, June 25, 5:30-
7 pm. This month’s book is “The Lost 
Prayers of Ricky Graves” by James 
Han Mattson.* 
 
Please contact Pastor Joe or Tammy 
Lanaghan for more information. 
 
*A book read and discussion with 
James Han Mattson will be held at 
Zanbroz in Fargo on July 10, 2019, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 
VA Medical Foster Home 
Program 

 
The Medical Foster Home (MFH)is 
an alternative to a nursing home in a 
personal home for selected Veterans 
who are no longer able to safely live 
independently. MFH is a type of 
Community Residential Care home 
chosen Beterans with serious chronic 
disabling conditions that meet 
nursing home level of care need, 
require care coordination, enhanced 
access to VA services, but prefer a 
non-institutional setting for their 
long-term care. MFH strives for the 
Veteran’s independence while 
balancing their needed safety and 
support. This Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) MFH program 
brings together a person who is 
willing to open their home and serve 
in the role of a strong family 
caregiver, the VA MFH Coordinator 
who mages the program, and a VA 
interdisciplinary home care team 
that provides care in the MFH to the 
Veteran and training to the MFH 
caregiver. The MFH is matched with 
the Veteran’s physical, social, and 
emotional needs, including 
supervision and protection. 
 
For more information contact: 
Kristin Swenson at 701.239.3700, Ext 
3940 or email: 
Kristin.Swenson@va.gov 

 
 
Flowers for Church 
 

Summer flowers 
always brighten up 
the chapel on 
Sunday mornings. If 
you would like to 
share some flowers 

from your garden, please do! We 
have lots of vases and stands if you 
need them. There’s no sign up sheet 
so you can bring them anytime! 
 
                   

 

 
 

Bethany Auxiliary 
Fundraisers 

The Bethany Auxiliary, which helps 
to raise money to provide items for 
Bethany residents - such as 
subscriptions to The Forum, blanket 
warmers, Netflix services, heat 
lamps, Portals of Prayer devotional 
booklets, to name a few - will be 
having 2 fundraisers in June. 

RUMMAGE SALE: A rummage sale 
will be held at Bethany on 42nd, 
4255 30 Ave S, Fargo, on Tuesday, 
June 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

BLAZE PIZZA 
FUNDRAISER: 

Where - Blaze Pizza, 1443 42 St. S, 
across from West Acres 

When -  Tentatively set for 
Wednesday, June 19 - Once I know 
the exact date and time, I will 
annouce it in church. 

How - Order off the menu and 20% 
of your order (excluding alcoholic 
beverages) will be given to the 
Bethany Auxiliary.  Let the cashier 
know you are ordering for the 
Bethany Auxiliary.      Jane Radig 

 

 

St. Mark’s Pipe Organ 

is still in storage and 

looking for a new home.  

If you have any leads for 

us please contact the 

church office at 

701.235.5591. 

 

 

https://www.lakeagassizhabitat.org/our-builds/
https://www.lakeagassizhabitat.org/our-builds/


 
 
 

 
June 11: 
A Happy Hour-Backyard Picnic is 
scheduled on Tuesday, June 11, 5-8 
p.m., hosted by Joe Larson and 
Charlie Jordan. Bring a dish to share, 
beverages, and a lawn chair.Their 
address is 429 Valley Avenue, 
Moorhead, MN. 
 

June 12: 
The AARP Movies for Adults Series 
will sponsor a free screening of 
“ROCKETMAN” at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 12, at West Acres 
Cinema in Fargo. “ROCKETMAN” is 
an epic musical fantasy about the 
incredible story of Elton John’s 
breakthrough years. The film follows 
the fantastical journey of 
transformation from shy piano 
prodigy Reginald Dwight into 
international superstar Elton John, 
set to the pop icon’s most beloved 
songs. 
 
Tickets are free but you must 
register online, or call toll-free: 
844-418-2281 
website: 
https://www.aarp.org/entertainment/movie
s-for-grown-ups/screening_program/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Stonewall 50th Anniversary 
Commemoration Events… 
 

June 26:  
On Wednesday, June 26, the Fargo 
Theatre will show the movie, 
“GAY USA”, at 7 p.m.  The film 
includes footage from three 
different Pride Parades in 1977 as 
well as the first Pride Parade in New 
York City the year before. 
 
June 27: 
“Gay Pride Then and Now” is the 
focus of a panel discussion about the 
Stonewall Riots and how they 
impacted modern LGBTQIA 
experience. It will be at NDSU on 
Thursday, June 27. More details to 
come… 
 

June 28: 
“Dancing with The Oldies”, 6-11 
p.m., Side Street Grill in Fargo (2nd 
floor). 
 

June 30: 
The “Honoring Stonewall Art Exhibit” 
Artists’ Reception is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 30, 1-3:30 p.m. at the 
convent chapel. 

 

 
 
Short Takes… 

 
DIRECTORIES:  
The St. Mark’s Church Directories are 
available in the office and at the 
chapel. Please pick up one for your 
family. 
 
WEBSITE:  
Thanks to Marianne Garvey for 
taking on our website which is in 
great need of attention!  
 
ARCHIVAL BOXES: 
We have several boxes of old 
records and pictures that need to be 
organized, sorted, and stored 
appropriately. Contact Naomi. 
 
GIVEPLUS APP: 
If you would like to give donations to 
the church by using a cell phone 
download the  “GivePlus” app.  
 
STREETS ALIVE! 
Want to help out with our booth for 
an hour during Streets Alive! on June 
23? Conatact Pastor Joe. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC: Do you sing or play 
an instrument? Would you like to 
share your music during worship? 
Contact Alpha at 701.234.9449 
 
 
 

   Red River Rainbow Seniors  

SSeniorsSeniors 

                  
        

Members of St. Mark’s enjoyed a delicious potluck after the Semi-Annual Meeting in May. 

A great tradition! 

https://www.aarp.org/entertainment/movies-for-grown-ups/screening_program/
https://www.aarp.org/entertainment/movies-for-grown-ups/screening_program/

