
 

 
This passage is one of three 
concluding speeches in the Hebrew 
book of Jeremiah, which includes a 
series of oracles about the lingering 
trauma after the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 586 BCE. Responding to 
the refugees’ cries of terror, pain 
and grief, God offers a new 
covenant. God promises to save, 
restore and heal the people. 
 
Theologians argue about what is 
"new" in Jeremiah's covenant. It’s 
certainly not the character of God. 
Nor the nature of the covenant 
relationship, for God is still the God 
of Israel.  
 
What’s new is the promise that 
everyone will “know the LORD”… 
from the least of them to the 
greatest.” That no one will have an 
advantage over anyone else—
because God will have put a new 
word within each person’s heart. In 
this new covenant, God “will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more.” 
 
In other words, God’s grace depends 
upon God's self-imposed  
forgetfulness! And everything  
depends upon the forgiveness of 
sins, not anything we can do.  
 

 

 
Five centuries ago, Martin Luther 
started a reformation of our Church, 
based on Luther’s rediscovered 
theology of grace. And God 
continues that same reformation 
within us and among us as we seek 
to bring the Kingdom of God to the 
people of today’s world. It’s a 
ministry and journey that starts at 
our baptism, and continues with the 
ups and downs of life. 
 
As Martin Luther once wrote, “This 
life therefore is not righteousness, 
but growth in righteousness, not 
health, but healing, not being but 
becoming, not rest but exercise. We 
are not yet what we shall be, but we 
are growing toward it; the process is 
not yet finished, but it is going on; 
this is not the end, but it is the 
road.”   
 
Are we there yet? Have we arrived in 
those days that, as Jeremiah says, 
“are surely coming?” Yes and no. 
God wrote a new covenant upon the  
hearts of the exiled people of Israel  
and later brought them back to their 
homeland. God also wrote the good 
news of Jesus Christ upon your heart 
and mine on the day of our baptism, 
when we were “marked with the 
 
 

 

 
 
cross of Christ forever.” Yet, the 
writing does not stop there. 
 
For God is still writing promises upon 
our hearts today. That is what our 
grace-filled God does. God promises 
to be our refuge even during times in 
our lives that might feel hopeless. 
God promises that from birth 
through death, we will be held in the 
loving hands of our creator.  
 
Our baptism is proof that each one 
of us is a child of God. That we are 
redeemed and righteous no matter 
who we are, or what we have done, 
or where we have come from. A 
promise, written carefully and 
deeply upon our hearts, that can 
never be erased. 
 
It’s also a promise we carry into the 
world. For Jesus calls us to share 
God’s love in our community—to 
feed the hungry, to shelter the 
homeless, to embrace the stranger, 
and welcome the outcast. So that all 
may experience the grace of God, 
“from the least of them to the 
greatest.”  
 
Pastor Joe 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRITTEN ON OUR HEARTS 
  
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah…. I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.  
Jeremiah 31:31, 33b-34 
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November 

Schedule 
 
USHERS 
  3: Brian Buteyn 
10: Charlie Jordan 
17: Bill Roeszler 
24: Amelia Gaddie/ 
      Stan Franek 
 
LECTORS 
  3: Brian Buteyn 
10: Pending 
17: Jon Leiseth 
24: Becky Barry 
 
CANTORS 
  3: Peter Schott  
10: Elna Solvang 
17: Jon Leiseth 
24: Becky Barry 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
  3: Naomi Franek 
10: Elna Solvang 
17: Tammy Lanaghan 
24: Mary Jane Haugen/ 
      Maxine Fagerland 
 
BREAD 
  3: Tammy Lanaghan 
10: Oliver Jensen 
17: Kim Johnson 
24: Amelia and Carly Gaddie 
 
COUNTERS 
  3: Brian and Elna 
10: Tara and Tammy 
17: Mary Jane and Brian 
24: Carly and Jane 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Nov   1: Churches United, 3:30 pm  

Nov   3: Daylight Savings Time ends 

Nov   3: Food Pantry Sunday 

Nov   3: All Saints Sunday 

Nov   3: World in FM Reception, 1-3 

Nov   7: Open House at RSBC 

Nov 10: Intergenerational Learning, 

              11:15 am 

Nov 12: RRRS Happy Hour, 5-7 pm 

Nov 13: Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 

Nov 17: Intergenerational Learning, 

              11:15 am 

Nov 19: Query, 5:30 pm 

Nov 22: Newsletter Articles Due 

Nov 27: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 am 

Nov 27: Thanksgiving Service, 7 pm 

Nov 28: HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 
Sunday, November 3, will be the 
next Sunday for collecting items for 
the Emergency Food Pantry.  In 
October we collected 50.10 lbs. 
worth of items. 

Our goal from August through 
December is to collect 240 lbs.  So 
far we have collected 134.7 lbs. 

Current needs include the following: 

Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned 
Fruit, Rice (one-pound bag white or 
brown rice),  Pasta/noodles (boxes 
of spaghetti, lasagna, elbow noodles, 
penne pasta, etc.), Toliet Paper, Bar 
soap, Low-sodium products, Gluten-
free products 

They also accept other non-
perishable items, basic hygiene 
items, and egg cartons (must be 1 
dozen carton and perfer large size). 

If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the check out 
to St. Mark's Lutheran Church and 
notate Emergeny Food Pantry on the 
memo line.                   
                                              Jane Radig                                                                                     

Query 

The Query Book Discussion group 
invites you to the Front Street 
Taproom, Mezzanine level, on 

Tuesday, November 19, 5:30-7 pm. 
The book this month is: Space 
Between by Nico Tortorella. 
 

Red River Rainbow Seniors 

Happy Hour will be at Usher’s House, 
801 Main Ave. in Moorhead, on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 5-7 p.m. 
      

 
Serving for Churches United 
 
St. Mark’s will serve the evening 
meal on Friday, November 1, at 
Churches United in Moorhead. We’ll 
start with prep and cooking at 3:30 
p.m. Please contact Jane Radig if you 
will be able to help that evening – 
701.239.4386. Thank you!   

 
Did you Know… 

…Bethany Retirement Living strives 
to meet not only the physical and 
health needs of our residents but 
their social and spiritual needs, as 
well. To that end, in addition to 
regular worship opportunities and 
individual ministry, Bethany’s 
Chaplain, Pastor Phil Larson, records 
a weekly devotion that is posted on 
Bethany’s Facebook page. If you 
need or want a timely and 
inspirational message to start your 
week, visit and like the Bethany 
Retirement Living page on Facebook. 
To reach pastor Phil directly, call 
701.239.3234 or email 
plarson@bethanynd.org.  
 

Fundraisers for Bethany 
Auxiliary 

The Bethany Auxiliary provides items 
for Bethany residents such as 
subscriptions to The Forum, blanket 
warmers, Netflix services, heat 
lamps, and Portals of Prayer 
devotionals to name a few.  

A Shopping Spree and Bake Sale 
at Bethany on 42nd will be held on 
Thursday, November 7, from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm.  Bethany on 
University will have a Shopping 
Spree on Thursday, November 14, 
from 9:00 am to 3 pm.  
 

 

OPEN HOUSE!! The Regional Small Business Center on 401 
Main Avenue in Fargo is having an open house on Thursday, 
November 7, 3-6 p.m. to celebrate all the new improvements to 
the building. Several offices will be open – including our church 
office!  Refreshments will be served. 

mailto:plarson@bethanynd.org


 

 

MUSIC NOTES*  
 

The closing hymn chosen for 
November 17 is On Jordan’s stormy 
Bank I Stand, #437.  The background 
of this hymn is in the Baptist 
tradition but has migrated into our 
ELW as a favorite gospel hymn of 
many.  
  

Samuel Stennett (1727-1795) wrote 
this hymn which first appeared in A 
Selection of Hymns and published in 
London.  It originally had seven four-
line stanzas without a refrain.  The 
refrain was not added until 
sometime in the nineteenth century 
at frontier camp meetings.  ELW 
prints stanzas 1,4,5, and 6 and 
includes the refrain.   
Samuel Stennett was a Seventh Day 
Baptist hymn writer and also 
followed his grandfather and father 
into the ministry.  He contributed 
thirty-eight hymns to the above-
mentioned Baptist collection.   
 

PROMISED LAND, the tune for this 
hymn, was first published in The 
Southern Harmony and is attributed 
to a “Miss M. Durham”.  It appeared 
there with the anonymous refrain 
and in three parts – treble, tenor, 
and bass with the tune in the tenor 
voice.  In the late nineteenth 
century, the tune was altered to F 
major and the rhythms at the 
beginnings and ends of phrases were 
changed.  It still fit the gospel hymn 
style of this period but it washed out 
the tune’s color.  The major key 
version came over into ELW from 
this transition.   
 

Not only does our Nov. 17th service 
include this gospel hymn but also 
has a spiritual, My Lord, What a 
Morning!   We will sound quite 
different from the Lutheran ways of 
singing!   
 

Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 
 

 
Gospel Readings… 
  

November 3: All Saints Sunday 
Luke 6.20-31 
Jesus speaks blessings and woes 
 

November 10: Pentecost 22 
Luke 20.27-38 
Jesus speaks of the resurrection; 
the God of the living 

 

November 17: Pentecost 23 
Luke 21.5-19 
Jesus speaks of wars, endurance, 
betrayal, and suffering for his sake 
 

November 24: Christ the King  
Luke 23.33-43 
Jesus is crucified between two thieves: 
you will be with me in Paradise 

 
 
All Saints Day 
Remembrance 
Nov. 3, 2019 
 

All Saints Sunday is the day that we 
remember our St. Mark’s members 
who have passed away since All 
Saints Day of the previous year. 
 

Doris Engebretson 
3/21/1930 – 12/21/2018 

Fern Wagner 
8/27/1921 – 2/1/2019 

Dwight Bireley 
11/2/1923 – 6/5/2019 

John  Frisch 
11/20/1962 – 9/24/2019 

 
We will light candles in their memory 
and then invite congregants to come 
forward and light a candle in 
memory of loved ones. 
 
For all the saints who from their 

labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world 

confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

                                  ELW #422, vs 1 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
November 27 - 7:00 pm 
 
St. Mark’s, Elim and Pontoppidan 
Lutheran Churches are planning a 
joint Thanksgiving Eve Service at 
Pontoppidan, 309  4th Street North in 
Fargo, on  November 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
You are invited to be in the 
combined choir, which will rehearse 
at 6:15 p.m. that evening.  
 
Pie and coffee will be served 
following worship. We will need 
volunteers to bring a total of 8 pies. 
Please sign up by calling the office at 
701.235.5591 or see the sign-up 
sheet at church on Sundays. 
 
We hope that you can take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
worship with members and friends 
from other downtown Fargo 
churches. Invite a friend! 
 
 

 
WEATHER-RELATED 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
In the event of inclement weather 
the council has adopted the 
following policy for postponing or 
cancelling St. Mark’s worship and/or 
activities.  
 
The Pastor will cancel by 7:00 a.m. 
for Sunday Worship. If Pastor is on 
vacation the Council President 
followed by the Vice-President will 
do the cancelling. WDAY will be 
notified as well as the cancellation 
will be noted on St. Mark’s website. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Reception 

Sunday, November 3rd 

 
For the third year, St. Mark’s has 
hosted a selection of portraits and 
narratives from the World in Fargo-
Moorhead project. This project seeks 
to share the stories and experiences 
of the immigrants, refugees, 
students, and employees who 
contribute to the Fargo-Moorhead 
community.  
 
There will be a reception in the 
fellowship hall at Temple Beth El, 
809 11th Ave. So., Fargo, on Sunday, 
November 3, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  You 
are invited to meet and interact with 
several of the individuals whose 
portraits have been on display in our 
fellowship room.  You will also have 
the opportunity to view additional 
portraits and read their stories.  We 
are grateful to the New American 
Consortium for Wellness and 
Empowerment for co-hosting this 
reception. 
                          Tammy Lanaghan 
 

 
In November, the  International 
Potluck will be focused on Mexican 
culture (including Day of the Dead). 
A brilliant group of people are 
planning the activities (Ana 
Magallanes Lopez, Xoo Fon, Julia 
Schott, and Nadia Rose). In addition 
they are hoping to hire a Mexican 
chef to cook several authentic dishes 
to try at the potluck. 
 
Ed. Note: The date and place was 
still to be determined at the time of 
the newsletter publication. Stay 
tuned for updates! 

 

Thanks for Giving 
A note from your St. Mark’s Church Council  
 
Fall is here and the season of Thanksgiving is upon us. St. Mark’s is a 
proud, giving and thankful congregation. There are so many members 
who tirelessly give of themselves through service, involvement and 
contribution. For this, I am so very thankful. The past year has been one 
of much preparation, prayer, and hard work. The move into our 
beautiful new space could not have happened so seamlessly without 
the dedication of our members. The sustainability of our congregation 
depends on our members continuing to have the energy to devote to 
our services and activities. 
 
I encourage you to take time and reflect on ways in which you can give 
thanks and support the mission of St. Mark’s. In November, we will be 
sending out our Time, Talent and Treasure surveys. The St. Mark’s 
council invites you to prayerfully consider how you can help support St. 
Mark’s. Sharing your talents during service or activities, donating the 
precious gift of time to work on a special committee and financial 
support to the best you are able to give all aid in ensuring that St. 
Mark’s will live out the mission of providing a welcoming space to 
worship for all people for many generations to come.  
 
With thanks,  
Tara Jensen 
St. Mark’s Council  

 
An Innovative Way to Financially Support St. Mark’s Mission  
 

Jeremy Ehlert, who is our representative with D.A. Davidson 
Investments, provides an innovative approach to sharing the gift of 
treasure in support of St. Mark’s through gifts of stock. He has written 
the following summary:  
 

“As the end of another year approaches, it’s a good time to do some 
year-end tax planning. Tax planning often includes gifts of stock to 
charitable organizations. While outright gifts of cash are always a 
logical option, the gift of stock, specifically appreciated stock, may be 
more beneficial from a tax perspective.  
  

Stock that has been held for more than one year and is valued at more 
than the purchase price can be gifted, receiving favorable tax benefits. 
Having to sell the stock and incur capital gains tax can be avoided if 
the stock is gifted directly to the church. The facilitation of this gift is 
actually quite simple.  All donors are encouraged to visit with their 
CPA or tax professional as they consider a gift of stock.” 
  

For questions on how to donate stock please reach out to your St. 
Mark’s Council Treasurer, Tammy Lanaghan, at shvetapitha@gmail.com 
or 701.306.6865.  
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https://www.facebook.com/xoochil?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARATgA12lmTrOZEr9yCyciTXS2HJB4HNg_htZHWDce6G5Np8aiJfpnejX_Uea1_V5jmNSHOUgEzgh7BZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDvMF5lBkWt0XejSl-S1hkzg8B88RG2Zwb6lN_s63CUGi4DJYcH82bAJ3792BnA3zkzlxrHQIICZWx3TOfRpQFSaaCXZiAzK6GWiLbNN-LT_ekuI_njxl-PP9moQfNOVOxycvwd8ddrhdHSVzkntP7VlUKpR93KgTZGBtIGCm2dbEMAUu8QRUX7QwayE2Wik-i8y-HKbAxmkCvHl_zY_yX3SmQFoyaxI9_K5BjWQYMXPB6z_SamqMbyVxQ-sz4qzMV6zSFk3X2BDKFAqD39emYwXoX3Oilnzd-VMQ4k569RPbwLRjO84jC-sgzkU449Pi_p8K6FTzPFM_VCxce0I-U
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Save the date for more fun and 
learning at the Intergenerational 
Education Series on November 10th 
and 17th.  Come as your schedule 
allows – you are always welcome! 

We gathered in the fellowship hall after worship on Sunday, October 13, for our first 
Intergenerational Education Series this fall. Elna Solvang led us in a discussion of the Jewish 
Festival of Sukkot, which is tied to the journey of the Israelites in the desert – between 
escape from slavery in Egypt and entry into the Land of Canaan. “Sukkot” is a Hebrew word 
meaning “booths” or “huts.”  
 
Sukkot is celebrated five days after Yom Kippur on the 15th of the Hebrew month of Tishrei. 
One of the traditions is to actually erect a sukkah and entertain, eat, and even sleep in it! 
 
Pictured below below are “miniature” sukkot built with graham crackers, pretzels, frosting, 
and candy. They have open doors for hospitality, openings in the roof to see the stars, and 
plenty of “food” to share. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
                                       

                                                                                          


