
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A valley of dry bones. It conjures up 
visions of haunted cemeteries. Or 
that scary scene in Disney’s Lion 
King movie of the elephant 
graveyard. In my mind, I hear the 
refrain of an old African American 
spiritual, “Dem Bones.” 
 
Ezekiel’s vision came out of a 
national crisis for the people of 
Israel. In 597 BCE, the armies of 
Babylon conquered Jerusalem, and 
sent their king and political leaders 
as refugees to Babylon (2 Kings 
24:10-16). Ten years later, after the 
Jewish people tried to rebel, the 
Babylonians razed Jerusalem and 
the Jewish Temple, and deported a 
second wave of leaders. Among the 
first exiles was Ezekiel, a young man 
later called by God as a prophet in 
Babylon. For him and all the 
refugees in Babylon, the future 
seemed hopeless. 
 
Today, many of you might be feeling 
the same way. Although we have not 
been exiled to another country, we 
have been sent away from our 
workplaces, stores and churches. 
We are supposed to isolate 
ourselves from one another. A social 
separation from our communities, 
neighbors. relatives and friends.  
 
Our lives and society have been 
dramatically changed in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Every day 
 

  
 
 
 

 

seems to bring more depressing   

news. It’s easy to worry about how 
this disease is going to affect you 
personally and those you love. It’s a 
disease that literally takes the breath 
away from its victims by life-  
threatening pneumonia. A disease 
that also saps the breath out of our 
hearts and souls. 
 
In the verses listed above, the 
Hebrew word for breath is “ruah”—
which also means “spirit” and “wind.” 
(I’ve underlined those words in the 
passage above.) God tells Ezekiel to 
speak to the bones, to make them 
come together again, and to make 
God’s spirit breath new live into what 
was long dead. The hope of 
resurrection. Which is exactly what 
we need today. We need the windy 
Spirit to breathe new life into our 
individual hearts and into the soul of 
our community. To turn our eyes and 
ears away from all the depressing 
news in the media. To reveal new 
ways for our community to reconnect 
while we live in separation. To see 
the Risen Christ walking among us 
as we wander through this dark 
valley. 
 
Sometimes that means that we need 
to find ways to share our sorrows 
and disappointments as a communal 
lament to God, not unlike the lament 
of the Jewish people shared later in  
Ezekiel: "Our bones are dried up, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
   

 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely" (Ezekiel 37:11).  
Sometimes that means that St. 
Mark’s finds new ways to worship  
and connect, like our new live-
stream (via Facebook) Sunday 
services at 10 am on Sunday, or our 
Lenten book study which is now 
meeting on Wednesday evenings at 
7 pm via Zoom. We are thinking 
creatively about other ways to stay 
connected. If you have ideas to 
suggest, feel free to contact me at 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.
com. 
 
Finally, we also need your continued 
financial support during this difficult 
time. Many of you donate regularly 
through electronic means and we do 
appreciate that, but many of us still 
bring our offerings on Sundays. 
Enclosed in this newsletter is an 
envelope for you to mail a donation 
to our church office. Or, make a 
donation online via our website at 
https://www.stmarkslutheranfargo
.com/donate.html.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me 
for pastoral support or assistance 
you might need from our community. 
My cell phone number is 612-750-
5079. May God’s spirit fill your body 
with healing and your heart with 
peace.        
                                     Pastor Joe 
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The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones…. and they 

were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 

Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord GOD to these 

bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 

and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” - Ezekiel 37:1-6 

 

               BREATHING LIFE INTO DEAD BONES 
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MUSIC  

NOTES  
 

This is a new one for me… what 
should I write about!  Pastor Joe and 
I had chosen hymns through May 
24th but now we will plan week by 
week as our services have changed 
to online! We will use only a couple 
hymns, that may not necessarily be 
on those from our original list.  
Therefore, I will not give a history of 
any hymn this month.  Instead I will 
share some thoughts on music. 
 
First of all, does music soothe you?  
Does it help with stress?  Are some 
types of music better than others?  
Do you have sources in your home?  
Radio, recordings, internet, cable 
network, hymnbooks, etc.? 
 
It seems our TV has been on way too 
much with all the corona-virus 
information, stories, etc.  Sunday, I 
woke up to my usual morning show 
on PBS, Pipe Dreams.  It is a 2-hour 
presentation of organ music.  It was 
J.S. Bach’s birthday so the show 
featured all Bach music.  What a 
treat!  That lasted until 8:00 a.m. 
Then the TV came back on and more 
dismal news.   
 
Our live-streamed service from St. 
Mark’s was broadcast at 10 a.m. 
which turned out lovely. Thank you 
to all that achieved that.  I really 
enjoyed making a recording on my 
home piano of the prelude and two 
hymns that were used for that 
service. I will continue to do so! 
 
Next, I watched Messiah Lutheran on 
TV.  Later, I listened to the service 
via Facebook from North Viking 
Lutheran Church in Maddock, my 
hometown.  From there, I had my 
Public Radio on and had classical 
music on the whole afternoon.  
What a delight!  
 
 

 
 
We were supposed to be at the 
Fargo Moorhead Symphony concert 
Sunday afternoon but it was 
canceled so this was a great 
replacement. 
 
In closing, try to find these and other 
relaxing sources… and stay home!    
 
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
 

 
CONGRATS TO  
THE KUHENS! 
 

Congratulations to Galen and Helen 
Beth Kuhens, who celebrated their 
35th Ordination Anniversaries this 
year! Galen was ordained on January 
13, 1985, at Elgin Lutheran Church, 
Elgin, Iowa. Helen Beth was ordained 
at her home congregation, Lac Qui 
Parle Lutheran Church, in rural 
Dawson, Minnesota, on March 10, 
1985. 
 
Galen and Helen Beth are both 
retired from full time ministry, 
though Helen Beth is doing pulpit 
supply in the FM area churches. 
We are privileged to have her 
provide pastoral care, preach, and 
preside when Pastor Joe is out of 
town. 

 

Gospel Readings…  
 
April 5: Palm Sunday 
Matthew 26.14—27.66 
The passion of the Lord 
 

April 12: Easter Sunday 
Matthew 28.1-10 
Proclaim the resurrection 
 

April 19: Easter 2 
John 20.19-31 
Beholding the wounds of the risen 
Christ 
 

April 26: Easter 3  
Luke 24.13-35 
Eating with the risen Christ 
 

 

 
 
FM EMERGENCY 
FOOD PANTRY 
2019 REPORT 

The Emergency Food Pantry receives 
income from churches, service clubs, 
government agencies, corporations, 
grants, interest, and individuals. 

Income from individuals makes up 
the highest percentage at 48%. Their 
income in 2019 was $344,746.93 and 
their expenses were $324,358.95. 

The Emergency Food Pantry served 
59,863 total individuals. That total 
includes all repeat households 
served and the total members in 
those households.  

They distributed 2,009,326 lbs. of 
food, which includes food in carts 
and food that was picked up in the 
lobby. The value of the distributed 
food @ $1.73/pound was 
$3,415,854.20.  

There were 2,066 volunteers for a 
total of 29,693.5 hours. The total 
number of volunteer hours is 
equivalent to 14.27 full time 
workers. At $10.00 an hour this is 
nearly $300,000.00 worth of labor. 

The Emergency Food Pantry received 
food from the Boy Scouts Food 
Drive, purchased food, Great Plains 
Food Bank Daily Bread and monthly 
orders, Fill the Dome, USDA-TEFAP, 
the National Letter Carrier Drive, and 
individual, community, and local 
businesses. The highest percentage 
comes from the individual, 
community, and local business 
donations. 

If you would like more information 
on any of the above statistics, let me 
know and I will get it for you. 

Jane Radig  

 
 



 

 
 
Holy Week Schedule  
 
Palm Sunday Service 
April 5 
 
The worship service will be on 
Facebook Livestream at 10 a.m. 
 
Lenten Book Study 
April 8 
 

On Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. the 
Lenten Book Study will meet via 
Zoom.  

 
Good Friday Service 
April 10 
 
The worship service will be on our 
Facebook page (taped or livestream) 
at 7 p.m. 

 
 
Easter Sunday Service 
April 12 
 
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!  
Christ Is Risen, Indeed. Alleluia! 
Join us at 10 a.m. on Facebook 
Livestream for our celebratory 
Easter Service! 
 

 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

Food Pantry Sunday is April 5.  

We are suggesting that this month 

you consider writing a check to the 

Food Pantry since we are not 

gathering at the synagogue for 

worship. Help is needed more than 

ever for the increasing number of 

people who are struggling with basic 

needs. The Food Pantry is located at 

1101 4th Avenue North in Fargo. If 

you wish to donate by check, use 

their mailing address at: 

Emergency Food Pantry 

PO Box 2821 

Fargo, ND 58108 

 

 
COFFE HOUR ON-

LINE! 

 

We're trying something new to 

connect everyone together in a time 

of physical and social distancing: 

meeting online for a virtual coffee 

hour!  

 

After the Facebook live worship 

service at 10 a.m. on Sunday, simply 

click the meeting link and it will 

guide you through a short couple of 

steps to join the fellowship meeting. 

We will give you the link on our 

webpage, on our Facebook page, 

and will add it to the comments on 

the Facebook livestream of the 

worship service. It will be the same 

link every Sunday, as well. Join us for 

a time of conversation! 

 

                                 Marianne Garvey 

 
 

 

 
What’s Zoom? 
 
Zoom is a web-based video 
conferencing tool that allows users 
to meet online, with or without 
video. Zoom users can choose to 
record sessions, collaborate on 
projects, and share or annotate on 
one another's screens. 
  
St. Mark’s has just started using this 
technology in the past few weeks for 
meetings, book studies, and soon, a 
virtual coffee hour. Several of our 
members are familiar with this, but 
it’s new to many of us. Thank you to 
Marianne Garvey for helping us 
implement this new communication 
tool! If you have questions about 
downloading this app and 
participating, please contact: 
Pastor Joe - 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo. 
com or 
Tammy - 
shvetapitha@gmail.com 

 

APRIL CALENDAR: 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
dates of events may change with 
little notice. Scheduling, as you 
know, has become a day-to-day 
challenge. Please do not hesitate to 
call Pastor Joe, 612.750.5079, or 
Naomi, 701.552.3988 (cell), if you 
have any questions! This is what 
we have at this printing: 
 
Apr. 1 – Book Study, 7 pm on Zoom 
Apr. 2 – Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 
Apr. 5 – Worship, 10 am on 
Facebook 
Apr. 8 – Book Study, 7 pm on Zoom 
Apr. 10 – Good Friday Service, 
7 pm on Facebook 
Apr. 12 – Easter Sunday Service, 
10 am on Facebook 
Apr. 19 – Worship, 10 am on 
Facebook 
Apr. 26 - Worship, 10 am on 
Facebook  
Apr. 30 – Newsletter Mailing 
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If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, 
you can also benefit our church. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St. Mark’s if you 
use the following link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0236174 
 
 

                                                                   GERANIUM PLANT ORDER FORM 
 
Name: ______________________________________     Phone: ________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
# of plants/Color                                        #of plants/Color 
_______   Red                                               _____   Salmon 
_______   Pink                                            ______   White 
 
Total # of plants: ______________@ $5.25 =  ____________ 
Pick up at ___ Bethany on University                  ____ Bethany on 42nd 
Please make checks payable to:  
 
Bethany Auxiliary and send to: Bethany on 42nd, 4255 30th Ave S, Fargo, ND 58104          

GERANIUM FUNDRAISER FOR BETHANY AUXILIARY 
 

Fundraisers for the Bethany Auxiliary provide items for Bethany residents - such as subscriptions to The 
Forum, blanket warmers, Netflix services, heat lamps, Portals of Prayer devotionals - to name a few. The 
Bethany Auxiliary will again be selling geraniums. There will be 4 colors available – red, pink, salmon, and 
white. The pots are 4 ½”, cost is $5.25, and the plants are provided by Bloomfield Garden Center. 
 
Orders must be placed by Monday, May 4 and must be paid in advance. Please make checks payable to 
Bethany Auxiliary. They can be picked up between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm on May 20 @ Bethany on 
University or May 21 @ Bethany on 42nd.  I will also be willing to pick upyour order up for you and bring it to 
church or make other arrangements to get them to you. 

You can place your orders with me by calling 701-239-4386. Or, use the order blank above! 
 
Jane Radig 

 

Did You Know… 

…that Bethany Retirement Living offers Basic Care in the Towers at 

Bethany on University? Basic Care offers services similar to Assisted 

Living but is available to those with limited financial resources, and 

qualified for Medical Assistance. Falling between Assisted Living and 

Skilled Nursing Care, Basic Care could be the perfect option for 

many people who are trying to determine what level of care is right 

for them. To find out more, contact Joyce at Bethany Retirement 

Living at 701.239.3439. 
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KID’S KORNER 

 

EASTER EGGS: Some of the customs of Easter come from non-Christian 
traditions, such as Easter eggs. The egg is an ancient symbol of new life and 
has been associated with festivals which celebrate the coming of spring. For 
Christians the eggs represent Jesus emerging from the tomb and the 
resurrection. Decorating eggs for Easter may go as far back as the 13 th century. 
One of the many explanations for this custom is that eggs were forbidden during 
the season of Lent so people would paint and decorate them at Easter as a way 
of celebrating.  
 
SHARING THE PICTURE: Maybe some of you would like to color the picture! 
Can you think of someone to send it to you? Do you know someone that needs 
some cheering up? Someone in your family? A friend? A teacher? A neighbor? 
 
Maybe you could take a picture of you with the picture you colored and send 
that to someone you love! Happy Easter to you All! 
 
 


