
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Dinner’s ready!” Those are words I’ve 
heard and ignored many times in my 
life. When I was a teenager, I was an 
avid reader and would get so entranced 
by a book that I wouldn’t hear my 
mother calling me to the dinner table. 
The same is true today. Just last week 
on my day off, I was so involved with 
finishing a painting of flowers in my 
studio at home, that even when I heard 
Charlie calling me, it still took me a long 
time to finally make it to our dining 
room table. 
 
Jesus was also someone who called 
people to the table. In the 14th chapter 
of Matthew, there’s the story of Jesus 
feeding a crowd of over 5,000 men, 
women and children. The people had 
followed Jesus out into the wilderness 
and listened to his parables and 
teachings all day long. But now, 
everyone is hungry. It’s late in the 
afternoon and they can’t order pizzas.  
So, the disciples tell Jesus to send them 
home. “It’s not our problem,” they 
might say today. 
 
But Jesus turns the story around and 
says to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” After searching 
through the crowd, the disciples come 
back with only five loaves of bread and 
two fried fish.” Not even enough to 
feed Jesus and his inner circle. Then 
Jesus takes the loaves and fish and  
 

 

 
 
 

blesses them. And calls everyone to 
dinner. The dinner story ends with 
everyone fed and 12 baskets of 
leftovers!  
 
This memorable story of the table 
ministry of Jesus is found in all four 
Gospels. Many Christians get caught up 
in the miracle of how it happened. But 
if we only see this as a “how” story, we 
get lost in trying to explain the 
exponential multiplication of bread and 
fish. Something beyond our human 
knowing or doing. 
 
But if we focus on the “who” and 
“why” of this story, we see a clear 
picture of what Jesus expects us to do. 
We see that God’s heart is with hungry 
people. We see that Jesus cared deeply 
about them and about expanding the 
table to those who might not hear 
anyone else calling them to dinner. 
 
Even though I used to be the executive 
director of an AIDS service organization 
that fed hundreds of hungry people 
every month, I have no idea of how to 
cook a meal for a large group. But I can 
understand the kind of compassion 
that sets a table for those who have 
been rejected by others or who have 
nowhere else to go. I saw that kind of 
caring every day at The Aliveness  
Project. The same thing happens here 
in our community at Churches United 
and other food programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
"As Christians, Jesus calls us to show 
God’s love and mercy to those we 
might find undeserving and unlovable. 
Sadly, the Church has a reputation of 
being the last one to show up at the 
table when we are talking about racial 
equality, LGBTQ rights and gender 
equality. The events of this spring and 
summer call us to find new ways to do 
ministry, even when we are social 
distancing and can’t physically sit 
together at a dinner table. 
 
I believe that today we are called to 
find new ways to create a much bigger 
table. A table where everyone is 
welcome just as they are—whether 
they get to the potluck early with a few 
loaves to share, or arrive empty-
handed after everything has already 
been served. That’s when Jesus says to 
us, “You find them something to eat.” 
Then Jesus stands there among us and 
watches as we do exactly that. 
 
That is our calling as members and 
friends of our St. Mark’s community. To 
continue to set a table where all are 
welcome. Where we say, “Dinner’s 
ready! Come to the table!” Amen. 
 
- Pastor Joe 
 
P.S. Don’t forget to fill out the survey 

in this newsletter, which has questions 

about returning to in-person worship! 
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When [Jesus] went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion 

for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to 

him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 

crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.”  - Matthew 14:14-16 

 

         COME TO THE TABLE! 



 

MUSIC NOTES * 
 

On August 9th, the opening hymn 
will be #755, Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me.  
Edward Hopper (1818-1888) was the 
pastor of the Church of Sea and Land 
in New York when he wrote this 
hymn for his congregation.  
 
 The tune PILOT, used for this poem 
was written by John Edgar Gould 
who began to compose early in his 
life, became a musician in New York 
City and in 1852 opened a music 
store on Broadway.  He also 
composed and compiled gospel song 
books.  
 
“The transient lives of sailors—
especially a century ago—made it 
difficult for sailors to maintain any 
sort of spiritual routine.  Except for 
aircraft carriers and some modern 
cruise ships, few ships have a 
chaplain aboard.  Worship services 
would be unavailable on most ships 
unless the captain or a member of 
the crew would choose to conduct 
them. 
 
In view of this difficulty, the Church 
of Sea and Land was formed in 1864 
in New York City to minister to sailors 
as they passed through town.  It was 
located at Henry and Market Streets, 
near the Brooklyn and Manhattan 
Bridges.  For many years, it shared its 
building with the First Chinese 
Presbyterian Church.  The Church of 
Sea and Land continued its ministry 
in that place for more than a century 
but was dissolved in 1972.” Quoted 
text is from a sermon by Richard 
Neill Donovan, 2014. 
 
 “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” was written 
for sailors, but speaks to all of us, as 
we all need guidance in our lives.  
 
Alpha Roeszler  
Music Director  
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion          

 

“Speaking Up: 
A Multi-generational 
Conversation about 

Race” 
 
In light of what is happening in our 
world – and in our own community 
– the Education Committee is 
sponsoring a series of discussions on 
racism. The third session is based on  
Chapter 6, “Policing, Racism and 
Community” from the book, So You 
Want To Talk About Race? by 
Ideoma Oluo. Please email the 
Church Office for the link to the 
Zoom meeting and indicate if you 
would like a copy of the specific 
chapter: 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

 

Session 3 
Thursday,  
August 6 -   
6:30-7:30 pm  

 
  

 
Worship with the  
EaND Synod Assembly  
August 16 at 9:00 am 

The Eastern ND Synod Assembly will 
be held August 14-16 via Zoom. Ryu 
Kroshus is our delegate again this 
year. One of the main items of 
business will be to elect a new 
bishop for our synod! 
 
On Sunday, August 16, instead of 
having our own online service, we 
are inviting St. Mark’s members and 
friends to join with the synod-wide 
livestream worship at 9 a.m. Pastor 
Joe will be presiding! The sermon 
will be delivered by the Rev. 
Elizabeth Eaton, presiding Bishop of 
the ELCA.  The worship service will 
be on the synod’s website: 
www.eandsynod.org  

August  
Gospel Readings…  

Aug 2: Pentecost 9 
Matthew 14.13-21 
Christ feeding five thousand 
 

Aug 9: Pentecost 10 
PRIDE SUNDAY 
Matthew 14.22-33 
Jesus walking on the sea 
 

Aug 16: Pentecost 11 
Worship online with the Synod 
Assembly 
Matthew 15.10-28    
The healing of the Canaanite 
woman’s daughter 
 

Aug 23: Pentecost 12 
Matthew 16.13-20 
The profession of Peter’s faith 
 
Aug 30: Pentecost 13 
Matthew 16.21-28 
The passion prediction and rebuke of 
Peter 
 

ANNUAL LWR 
SCHOOL KIT 
DRIVE  
(Thrivent Action 
Team - Sponsor) 

School supplies are on sale now and 
a perfect time to stock up on the 
items needed for the Lutheran 
World Relief School Kits: 

• Pencils – unsharpened 
• Rulers  
• 16 or 24 count crayons 
• Notebooks – 60-70 page 

spiral, college or wide ruled 
• Pens – blue or black ink 
• School Scissors – Blunt tip 
• Pencil Sharpener 

Buy supplies and drop them off at 
the office or donate money instead-
write “school supplies” on the memo 
line of your check. We will collect 
items through August. Assembly 
date is TBD. 
 
Want to sew a simple backpack for 
the supplies? Call Naomi at 
701.235.5591 for pattern. Thanks! 
 

mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
http://www.eandsynod.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2020-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-28/0


 
July 
Calendar 

 
Sundays in July:  
Livestream Worship, 10 a.m. 
Zoom Fellowship, 10:45 a.m. 
 
Aug 2 – Food Pantry Sunday 
Aug 6 - Education Series, 6:30- 
7:30 pm, Session 3 
Aug 9 – PRIDE Sunday 
Aug 14-16 – EaND Synod Assembly 
Aug 16 – Worship online with the 
EaND Synod Assembly, 9 am 
Aug 18 – Query, 5:30 – 7 pm 
Aug 19 – Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 
Aug 24 – Newsletter Articles Due 
Aug 27 – Newsletter Mailing 

 
 

The Erickson Painting 
 

Since we began live-streaming our 
services many people have 
expressed interest in the painting on 
the wall behind the altar. The 
painting was commissioned in the 
1990’s and hung in the chapel of our 
former church building until we 
moved. Now it hangs in Pastor Joe’s 
office above our old altar and 
provides a beautiful setting for our 
online services! 
 
The triptych* was painted by Mary 
Erickson. Alpha Roeszler contacted 
her and she graciously sent the 
background story of the painting. It 
is pictured (although, in b and w) 
on the last page of the newsletter 
this month along with the  
author’s reflections. 
 
*Note: A triptych is a painting or 
carving with three panels side by 
side. 

 
August Worship &  
Fellowship  
 

SUNDAY Worship 
10 a.m. on August 2, 9, 23, and 30 

Live  
Broadcasts 
 

Services are live-streamed on St. 
Mark’s Facebook page –  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church : Fargo 

Recordings: 
Past worship services are available 
on our Facebook page AND there is a 
link on our website page: 
www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
Print Versions: 
Sermons and/or bulletins may also 
be sent to you by email or regular 
mail. Please contact Naomi for more 
information. 

“ZOOM” FELLOWSHIP TIME follows 
our service each week, around 10:45 
am– the Zoom information is posted 
on Facebook and our website. Pastor 
Joe is also sending the meeting # and 
password to our email list.  
 

 Query  
Book  
Discussion 
 

Query will meet on August 18th, 
5:30-7:00 pm on Zoom. We have 
decided to read White Fragility by 
Robin Diangelo.  During our 
discussion of the experiences during 
the Stonewall Riots last month, we 
were struck by parallels to the 
bigotry and racism that is on display 
currently.  This prompted us to want 
to continue thinking about how 
attitudes and actions can 
inadvertently uphold as well as 
subvert harmful power structures. 
Contact Tammy for zoom info: 
shvetapitha@gmail.com   

 
 

 
CHURCHES UNITED  
STATS for JUNE 
  
The following statistics are from all  
locations under the Churches United  
umbrella. 
 

Safe Shelter         June          YTD  
Adults                     108           357  
Children                   57             80  
55+                           18              57 
 
Stable Housing:             
Bright Sky Apts: June – 37  
Scattered Sites Occupied: June - 8  
 
Paths to Healing: 
June – 190      YTD – 948 
  
Nutritious Food Individuals 
Served:  
June– 3,009     YTD – 15,940  
 

Pounds of Food Distributed:  

June – 174,441     YTD – 545,023 

 

On average, Churches United is 

serving 424 individuals per day. 

Two demographics that Churches 
United is seeing increase within the 
shelter are children and seniors 55 
and up. Children make up about 30% 
of the population they serve, while 
seniors 55 and up make up about 
16% of the population. 
                                          - Jane Radig         

Thrivent Action 
Team Funds 
 

You may be eligible for a $250 grant 
from Thrivent to sponsor an 
educational event, fundraiser, or 
project that interests you. If you are 
a member of Thrivent contact your 
Thrivent rep to find out if you would 
qualify. The application is online, but 
very simple to follow. If you need 
help, please contact me - Naomi 

Thank you in advance 

for sending in the 

worship survey! 

http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com


  
                                       
       

 

       

 

  

 
     
 

 

A message from Tara… 

 
It’s the Summer of 2020. I feel like it is a particularly strange summer. There is so much chaos and negativity that often 
uplifting, good news is rarely shared in the media or social platforms. The weather patterns are strange. Our “new 
normal” is strange. It is strange to not be worshipping together in person just yet. And it all seems to be happening so 
quickly.  I hope you have been able to find some quiet, a chance to reflect and re-focus on what matters most in your life 
during these strange, unpredictable times.  
 
On behalf of the St. Mark’s Council and the Education Committee, I want to encourage you to participate in the short 
sessions that the Education Committee is presenting to discuss an important topic at the forefront of many minds - racial 
discrimination. The subject is not always easy or comfortable to talk about. These short sessions, entitled “Speaking Up: 
A Multi-Generational Conversation About Race” provide an intimate and supportive space to listen to those affected by 
discrimination and to learn what we can do differently or better to advocate for change. The goal of this micro-series is to 
provide easy to follow materials to facilitate communication in hopes of coming together to make progress with sincerity. 
For registration information, check our website or reach out to the church office by phone or email. 
 
The Education Committee held an Art Show on the lawn of Temple Beth El in early July which was well attended. It was 
the first time that St. Mark’s held an official event since the onset of social distancing. It was very powerful and uplifting to 
see members face to face, even with 6 feet distance and masks between us. 
 
Please watch the St. Mark’s website and Facebook page for additional event postings.  
 
The Council has reviewed a worship plan for responsible return to in-person services.  Return to in-person services will 
continue to be determined as we monitor active cases and trends within our community with regards to Covid-19. We 
understand that many are anxious to return to worship together, yet many must monitor their health and be cautious. The 
health and safety of our members continues to be our top priority. The Council is thankful for the support of the current 
worship plan from St. Mark’s members!  
 
Prayer for your continued safety and good health, 

 

 

Tara Jensen  
St. Mark’s Council President &  
Education Committee Member 

ST MARK’S SIDEWALK ART SHOW – JULY 9, 2020  

A good turnout, beautiful weather, and a 
variety of art graced our evening. We had 
cross-stitch, knitting, pottery, painting, rock 
art, memoir-writing, puzzles, sewing, quilting, 
FiestaWare display, pictures for Pride’s 
Interfaith service, and chalk art! Thanks to all!  



 

SURVEY FOR RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
 

Thank you for filling out this survey from the St. Mark’s Worship Task Force, which is working on 
guidelines for returning to in-person worship! Please check for an email from the St. Mark’s 
administration office for the digital survey option.  
Please return by regular mail or complete online no later than August 15, 2020.   
 
1. On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 being least comfortable) rate how comfortable you feel today about 

returning                     to in-person worship. Circle your answer. 
 

                        1               2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
                            (least comfortable)                                                                                  (very comfortable) 
 

2. I will NOT feel comfortable coming back to in-person worship until (please choose one): 

_____COVID-19 cases continue to drop in North Dakota.  
_____COVID-19 cases continue to drop across the United States. 
_____Better treatments for COVID-19 exist. 
_____A vaccine is discovered and available. 
_____I’m ready to return to worship now. 

 
3. How important are wearing masks and social distancing in our return to worship?  

_____ Everyone present should be required to wear a mask and maintain social distancing. 
_____ All worship leaders should be required to wear a mask. For individual members and visitors,                                                            
           wearing masks and social distancing should be at their discretion. 
_____Masks and social distancing should be a personal decision for all participants. 

 
1. How safe do you feel about singing during worship? 

____ We should refrain from singing until there is more information on its risk. 
____ We should only sing if masks are worn and we are spaced out in the sanctuary. 
____ We should find other ways to be musical (humming, snapping fingers, clapping, recordings,  

                  soloists, strings, percussion, etc.) 
 

2. My age range is: 

____ 1-29 

____ 30-59 
____ 60+ 

 
3. PLEASE use the space below for comments, questions, or concerns: 

 

 

 

 

4. Please share the following: 

____ I am a member of St. Mark’s 
____ I am a visitor of St. Mark’s 
____ I am a friend of St. Mark’s 

 
    Please mail this survey to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Avenue, #401, Fargo, ND 58103. 



   

 

 
St. Mark’s Triptych 

 
It was 1985. Brian Erickson, my husband had accepted a position to direct the Program in ..., an undergraduate 
study abroad program for Augsburg College. We would live and work in Cuarnavaca, Mexico. During the three years 
we were there, we traveled extensively in Mexico and Latin America. We spent hours in small urban Base Christian 
Communities and in villages in El Campo. Brian took hundreds of pictures and I journaled the stories of the people 
and sketched them as we visited with them. We were both always drawn to the children. For me, it was a seismic 
paradigm shift. I was converted to a whole new way of seeing the relationships of the poor to their rich culture and 
their history of oppression and my own complicity in their poverty. I am still, after all these years, inspired by their 
dignity, strength, courage and faithfulness. These are the thoughts that come to me as I revisit this triptych. 
 
The boys in the center are purposely posed as Jesus. They are from Nicaragua. The girl with her arm around her 
brother, they were selling carved and painted wooden fish on the beach in Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, Mexico. They remind 
me of the two fish, five loaves story. The children in the shadows are the children whom zealous disciples would 
prevent from getting too close to Jesus. The woman observing in the corner is Dona Macharia. She is the Mother of 
us all. She is currently reappearing in a painting from her corn fields in Cuatetelco, Mexico. The background building 
is the cathedral in Managua, Nicaragua. There really was a tree growing in the middle of the sanctuary as it laid in 
disrepair after the big earthquake. 
 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them. “What were you arguing 
about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 
greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not 
me but the one who sent me.”  Mark 9:33-37 
 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly 
to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not 
receive the Kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them.  Mark 10:13-16 

 
 
Mary Erickson 
Las Cruces, NM 

        


