
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Happy are those who know the 
festal shout!” Last week, many of us 
shouted for joy to hear of the 
Supreme Court ruling that sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
discrimination are prohibited under 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. 
Although I had first heard about the 
case since last fall, I have to admit 
that I was not expecting such a 
positive outcome. 
 
Here in North Dakota, as in 27 other 
states, there are no state laws that 
prohibit discrimination for LGBTQ+ 
individuals. This ruling now sets up 
on-the-job protections, though not 
for housing-related issues. 
 
It’s appropriate that this happened in 
June, which is Pride month in many 
cities—marking the anniversary of 
the Stonewall riots that ignited the 
movement for LGBTQ rights. The 
infamous police raid began in a 
typical way. At about 1 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 28, 1969, four 
officers walked in and shouted, 
“Police! We're taking the place!”  
 
However, the raid didn’t go as 
planned. Some people resisted and 
fought back. The riot lasted for four 
days. It’s easy to forget that many  
 
 

 

 
 
 

human rights movements have 
started and gained momentum 
through similar protests and 
demonstrations. 
 
The only photograph from that first 
night shows homeless queer youth 
scuffling with police. One riot 
participant named Michael shared, 
“We all had a collective feeling like 
we'd had enough… on that one 
particular night, in one particular 
place…. that we were never going 
back.” That idea of never going back 
is a common theme of many 
people’s coming out story. Coming 
out means never going back to your 
former life of secrets and isolation. 
 
That was true for me, when three 
decades ago I made the difficult 
decision—after graduating from 
seminary—not to become a 
Lutheran pastor. Because I did not 
want to live in the closet anymore. 
Because I wanted to be come out as 
a gay man and be with someone I 
loved. 

 
 Four years ago, when I 
was called to serve St. 

Mark’s, I found myself living a 
dream I never thought would 
happen. Today, I’m proud to be  
pastor of a Lutheran 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

community that has stood up for 
LGBTQ individuals since 1991, 
when St. Mark’s voted to become a 
Reconciling In Christ (RIC) 
congregation.  
 
Today, we are witnessing new riots 
and protests. People are fed up with 
the racism that permeates our 
society, government and faith 
communities. Once again, there’s 
the feeling that we will never go 
back to the way things were. That 
black lives matter. That together we 
are marching in the light of God’s 
presence and justice. 
 
Fifty years ago, it was impossible to 
believe that we would have same-
sex marriage or legal protections 
against workplace discrimination. 
Today, it gives us a reason to 
celebrate and hope for better times 
for all people. God’s faithfulness 
continues among us from age to 
age. 
 
Social justice work is a unique part 
of St. Mark’s mission in this 
community. I hope you share my 
daily joy in being part of a 
worshiping community that carries 
our faith into this world. 
 
- Pastor Joe 
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“Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens….  
Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
They rejoice daily in your name; 
they are jubilant in your righteousness.”    Psalm 89.1-2, 15-16 
 

                               We Are Marching in the Light of God 

 
 



 

MUSIC  

NOTES * 

 
On July 5th, our communion hymn 
will be #790 - Day by Day with the 
tune name BLOTT EN DAG.  Yes, that 
is a Swedish tune name written by 
Oskar Ahnfelt, who was born in 
Sweden and was first educated by 
his older brothers.  He entered the 
University of Lund in 1829 with 
intentions of studying theology but 
lost interest and moved to 
Stockholm to study music.  He was 
then encouraged to witness and 
preach with his singing and his ten-
stringed guitar resulting in traveling 
Sweden, Denmark and Norway.  He 
not only sang but composed and 
published Spiritual Songs with 
Accompaniment for Piano or Guitar. 
Day by Day was set to this tune in 
1872 in Andeliga Sanger.   
 
The background of the text of this 
hymn has a very interesting story.  
This hymn by Carolina Sandell Berg,  
 
 
 
 

 

                 
 
generally known as Lina Sandell, first 
appeared as an illustration to a story 
she wrote for a calendar that she  
edited.   
 
The story was about a clock  
that decided to stop.  The dial 
decided to find out why and 
discovered that the pendulum had 
become bored and was “tired of 
swinging back and forth 86,400 
times each day.”  The dial suggested 
swinging six times.  The pendulum 
found that to be acceptable, but said  
“it’s not six times, or sixty, it’s the 
thought of six million that disturbs 
me.”  To this the dial responded, 
“But bear in mind that while in a 
single moment you can think of the 
six million swings you must make in 
a lifetime, only one at a time will be 
required of you. And no matter how 
often you must go through the same 
movements, you will be given a 
moment for each one.”  The 
pendulum was convinced and went 
back to work. 
   
 

 

 
 
Sandell then wrote that “it is foolish 
to put future burdens upon each 
present moment.   We are given only  
a day at a time, and for each new 
day new grace, new strength, new  
help.”  She quoted Deuteronomy 
33:25. “Thy shoes shall be iron and  
brass; and as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be.”    
 
After her father and mother died, 
Sandell started to describe God in 
very intimate mother pictures.  In 
about sixty of her hymns she wrote 
“about God’s ‘mother love’, ‘mother 
heart’, mother bosom’ and ‘mother 
breast’.  This approach came out of 
her Moravian upbringing, where 
mother-language was quite 
common.  Her message in the first 
verse says, “He whose heart is more 
than the heart of the mother.”  Her 
message is that the love of God is 
even greater than the greatest love 
on earth, the love of the mother. 
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director  
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion  
 

 

 

             

In light of what is happening in our world – and in our own community – the Education 
Committee is introducing a series of discussions on racism. The first three sessions will be 
via Zoom and held at varied times to accommodate different ages and schedules.  
 
Selected chapters from Ijeoma Oluo’s book, So You Want To Talk About Race? will be 
available to enrich and expand our conversation.  In her book, Oluo guides readers of all 
races through subjects ranging from intersectionality and affirmative action to “model 
minorities” in an attempt to create honest conversations about race and racism, and how 
they infect almost every aspect of American life.  
 
 

 

“Speaking Up: A Multi-generational Conversation about Race” 
 

 Join us via Zoom* for one or more sessions: 
 

o Session 1 - Sunday, July 12, 11:30 am -12:30 pm: “What Do We See?”  (Chapter 13) 
o Session 2 - Thursday, July 23, Noon - 1 pm:  “What is Racism?”  (Chapter 2) 
o Session 3 - Thursday, Aug. 6, 6:30-7:30 pm:  “Policing, Racism and Community” (Chapter 6) 

 

*Please email the Church Office (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) for the link to the Zoom 
meeting. Indicate if you would like a copy of the specific chapter. 
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July Worship &  
Fellowship  

SUNDAY Worship 
10 a.m. on July 5, 12, 19, and 26 

Live  
Broadcasts 
 

Services are live-streamed on St. 
Mark’s Facebook page –  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church : Fargo 

Recordings: 
Past worship services are available 
on our Facebook page AND there is a 
link on our website page: 
www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
Print Versions: 
Pastor Joe’s sermons are available 
on our website and our Facebook 
page. (see above) Sermons and/or 
bulletins may also be sent to you by 
email or regular mail. Please contact 
Naomi for more information. 

“ZOOM” FELLOWSHIP TIME follows 
our service each week– the Zoom 
information is posted on Facebook 
and our website. Pastor Joe is also 
sending the meeting number and 
password to our email list. If you are 
having trouble making the 
connection, please contact us! 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 

Query Book  
Discussion 
  

“During Stonewall”  
in The Stonewall Reader 
This is a collection of fourteen 
selections from first-hand accounts, 
diaries, and LGBTQ magazine articles 
responding to the Stonewall 
Uprising. The book discussion will 
held via Zoom on Tuesday, July, 
7:00-8:30 p.m. For details on joining 
the meeting contact Tammy 
Lanaghan at shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 

 
 
July 
Calendar 

 
Sundays in July:  
Livestream Worship, 10 a.m. 
Zoom Fellowship, 10:45 a.m. 
 
July 5 – Food Pantry Sunday 
June 29-July 6– Pastor Joe on 
vacation 
July 12 - Education Series, 11:30-
12:30 pm , session 1 
July 21 – Query, 5:30 pm 
July 22 – Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 
July 23 – Education Series,  
Noon-1 pm, session 2 
July 24 – Newsletter Articles Due 
July 28 – Mosaic Group, 3-6 pm 
July 30 – Newsletter Mailing 

 
 

Pastor Joe Comments on 
Supreme Court Ruling 
 

On June 15, 2020, in a landmark 
decision by the US Supreme Court, 
conservative Judge Neil Gorsuch 
wrote the legal opinion explaining 
that work places are not allowed to 
discriminate against anyone due to 
their sexual orientation.  

KFGO talk radio host, Joel Heitkamp, 
visited with Pastor Joe about the 
decision and what it means for the 
LGBTQ+ community across ND on his 
morning show on June 16. The 
interview is available on our St. 
Mark’s Facebook page as well as Joel 
Heitkamp’s “News and Views” 
podcast of June 16, 2020. 
Well done, Pastor Joe! 

 

 
 

 
 
Dorothy Day Mosaic Nears 
Completion 
 
All the tiles have been glued and the 
next step with the mosaic is the 
grouting. The group will meet at 
Bracken Rourke’s studio, 418 15th St. 
No. in Fargo, on Tuesday, July 28, 
from 3-6 p.m. The grouting will be 
done outside. There are four 
separate panels and 1-2 people will 
work on each one. Being outside 
reduces the risk of COVID-19. Please 
wear masks and gloves. In case of 
bad weather the grouting will be 
postponed. Contact Pastor Joe for 
more details.  
 

 
July  
Gospel 
Readings…  
 

July 5: Pentecost 5 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30 
The yoke of discipleship 
 
July 12: Pentecost 6 
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 
The parable of the sower and the seed 
 
July 19: Pentecost 7 
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 
The parable of the weeds 
 
July 26: Pentecost 8 
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 
Parables of the reign of heaven 
 

 

Reader Call… 
       I am interested in receiving your articles, poems, or reflections to 
publish in the newsletter on how the pandemic has affected your daily 
life and/or how it has maybe changed you in some ways. You could 
draw a picture or take a photograph and write about it if you’d like. Use 
your creativity! Looking for all ages to participate!     Thanks, Naomi 

 

http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2020-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-28/0


 

 

 

 

 

 
Ways to Help 
the Emergency 
Food Pantry 

If we were meeting on Sunday, July 
5, we would be gathering donations 
for the Emergency Food Pantry. Even 
though we are not meeting together, 
you can still help by either donating 
items or by monetary gifts. 

They are in need of canned tuna, 
peanut butter, canned fruit, one-
pound bag of white or brown rice, 
pasta/noodles (boxes of spaghetti, 
lasagna, elbow noodles, penne 
pasta, etc.), cereal, toilet paper, bar 
soap, baby wipes, diapers (size 5 or 
6), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, 
and laundry soap.  

Besides these items, they also accept 
other non-perishable items and basic 
hygiene items. These items may be 
brought to the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, 
Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 
pm, Monday through Friday. There is 
a box just inside the warehouse door 
to put your donations in. There are 
also drop-off boxes at some of the 
area grocery stores, such as 
Hornbacher’s and Family Fare. 

You may also help support the 
Emergency Food Panty financially by 
either mailing a check to Emergency 
Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo 
ND 58108 or by donating on-line by 
going to their website, 
emergencyfoodpantry.com, and 
clicking on “How You Can Help.” 

Volunteers can also help pre-pack 
food baskets. Call 701-237-9337 to 
confirm day and time so they can 
keep volunteer group sizes to a 
minimum. 
                                        Jane Radig 

 

CHURCHES UNITED UPDATE 
by Jane Radig  
 
The following statistics are from all locations under the Churches United 
umbrella – The Nutritious Food Statistics were through April as not all 
counts were in but the rest of the statistics are through May. 

 
 Safe Shelter         May         YTD 

Adults         173         231 
Children          53           89 
55+          19           42 
Move Outs           2             8 

Stable Housing 

Bright Sky Apts:  May – 40 

Scattered Sites Occupied:  May – 8 

Paths to Healing – Seen by the nurse 

May – 126      YTD - 763 

Nutritious Food 

Individuals Served:   April – 3,108   YTD – 12,931 (thru April)  

Pounds of Food Distributed:  April – 142,624    YTD – 370,582 

OTHER NEWS: Because of the Coronavirus Pandemic, the community 
picnic has been cancelled.  Churches United is still hoping to host the 
Gourmet Soup Gala in the fall. They are not sure yet when they will be able 
to have volunteers return. Please watch the next Informant to see if St. 
Mark’s will be serving supper the first Friday in August. 
 

CURRENT NEEDS LIST:  
Bath Towels             Tylenol                 Granola Bars       

Men’s Masks            Tums                 Other sack lunch snacks 

Cases of Water         Fruit Snacks        

 

 

WHAT IS “SILVER LININGS”? 

Silver Linings is the name of the 36-unit permanent supportive housing 
complex for people 55 and older that Churches United is proposing to build, 
provided funding and everything else falls into place. Research has shown 
that those 55 and older are the segment of the population that is 
experiencing the fastest growth of homelessness. 

The proposed building will be built north of the Bright Sky Apartments.  It is 
hoped that all funding will be determined between October and November 
2020. If that is the case, the hope is to have the groundbreaking in early 
2021 with the first residents moving in either late 2021 or early 2022. 

 

Need a food basket? Call the 
Emergency Food Pantry for 

details at 701.237.9337. 
No referral needed. 



 

 
 

 
 

kid’s korner… 

 
 
Juneteenth March in Fargo 

June 19, 2020 

 
 
 
 

 

              

St. Mark’s would like to express thanks to all of those who coordinated and attended the Juneteenth March for Justice 
from Island Park to City Hall in Fargo. The peaceful gathering of 400+ individuals and families included about a dozen 
clergy/people of faith. Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the day when federal troops arrived 
in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed. 
The troops’ arrival came a full two and a half years after the signing of the  Emancipation Proclamation. 
Juneteenth honors the end to slavery in the United States and is considered the longest -running African 
American holiday. 

 

 
 
 
 

June is Pride Month! Color this rainbow and give it to someone you love. Remind them that 
God’s love is for all people! 

http://www.history.com/topics/1900-galveston-hurricane
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/texas
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation

