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[After Jesus had ascended to heaven,] they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had 
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these 
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers…. When the day of 
Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  - Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4 

 

WHERE THE SPIRIT BLOWS 
 
 

If Pentecost were happening today, some of the details of this story would certainly change. Mainly, the apostles and 
other early Church leaders would not be gathered together in one room. They would be social distancing in their homes, 
like we are today. 
 
So, if that were the case now—if Pentecost were happening to us in our current situation, where do you think the Spirit 
would blow today? Do you think that Holy Spirit would still come down, fill our houses with a mighty wind and make 
tongues of fire appear over our heads as we worship online through our computer screens? 
 
I hope you join me in nodding or texting a big “YES” in response to that question. For if it really is like the wind, the Spirit 
certainly blows anywhere there is an open window. I’ve had that happen at my home office, where recently a breeze blew 
a pile of church papers onto the floor.  
 
In Hebrew, the word for wind is “ruach” (רוח), but it also can be translated as “breath” or “spirit”—with a variety of 
meanings. Psalm 51 refers to three different types of "ruach”, including one of the only times it’s used to refer to the 
human spirit: “Fashion a pure heart for me, O God; create in me a steadfast spirit (רּוַח ָנֹכון). Do not cast me out of your 
presence,or take your holy spirit (רּוַח ָקְדְשָך) away from me. Let me again rejoice in your help; let a vigorous spirit ( רּוַח
 ”.sustain me (ְנִדיָבה
 
Today, we need that kind of Spirit. During all of our social distancing and isolation, we need God to create a steadfast 
spirit within us to sustain our souls. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need extra strength and faith to face what lies 
ahead of us. 
 
For this Pentecost, I am praying that the Holy Spirit will blow through each of our homes and fill us with renewed 
inspiration to see that, despite our physical separation, we are still the Body of Christ in this world. That even though we 
are worshiping remotely, the fiery Spirit will still touch our hearts and remind us that we are not alone. That the Holy Spirit 
will still connect us to one another. 
 
And like the wind, we can’t predict where the Spirit of God might lead us next. My hope is that sometime soon we will be 
able to come back together in some limited ways, to praise God for sustaining us during this difficult time. And although 
we don’t know yet exactly when that might be, we look forward to that special day. For it will be like Pentecost for us. 
 
Until then, you are all in my thoughts and prayers. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are in need of any kind of 
pastoral support.  
 
May God’s Spirit fill your hearts and minds with peace during these anxious days, 
 
Pastor Joe 

 



 

MUSIC  

NOTES  

 
The very first hymn we sing in June is 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
to the tune of NICAEA. In my home 
church, as I recall, this hymn was 
sung many times during the year in 
our very LUTHERAN congregation.  
Now, our church, along with many 
others reserve this old favorite for 
TRINITY SUNDAY, but it can be used 
as a general hymn of praise 
throughout the liturgical year. In 
many churches it was the opening 
hymn every Sunday morning for a 
large part of the twentieth century. 
 
Some background of this hymn is as 
follows: (portions are quoted from 
Wikipedia and the Hymnal 
Companion of the ELW, published by 
Augsburg Fortress. 
  
Anglican bishop, Reginald Heber 
(1783-1826) wrote this hymn 
specially for Trinity Sunday building 
it on Revelation 4: 1-11 which was 
the appointed epistle for that day.   
The hymn was written in the early 
1800s during Heber's time 
as vicar in Hodnet, England, a period 
in which the author was prolific, 
writing more than a 100 hymns, 
many having survived to modern 
times. It was first published 
posthumously in A Selection of 
Psalms and Hymns for the Parish 
Church of Banbury (Third Edition, 
1826), and thereafter by the writer's 
widow in Hymns Written and 
Adapted to the Weekly Church 
Service of the Year (1827), one of the 
first hymnals to group the hymns by 
the liturgical occasion within the 
church year. 

Originally published when hymn 
singing was prohibited in Church of 
England liturgy, and originally 
intended to win support for their 
inclusion, it is popular in the Anglican  

 

 

 
 
tradition, having appeared in the 
influential Hymns Ancient and 
Modern (1861) as well as the English 
Hymnal (1906) and the New English 
Hymnal (1986). It is considered the 
author's best known and most 
widely used hymn, and remains 
popular in many denominations, 
being described as one of the rare 
hymns which appears "in just about 
every hymnal.” 

 The opening line Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty! references Isaiah 
6:3 and Revelation 4:8 and mirrors 
the opening line of the Sanctus,  
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.  
 
The text has a wide scope, 
successively referencing humans, 
saints, angels and all living creatures, 
and its main theme is the "basic 
belief in the Trinity", which is shared 
by most denominations of the 
Christian church despite other 
differences. The first stanza opens 
with an invitation to worship God in 
the morning. The second stanza 
magnifies the opening idea, 
with saints joining "in adoring the 
Majesty in heaven.” The third stanza 
describes some attributes of the 
Christian deity, while the final stanza 
is a climax of the preceding with 
"earth and sky and sea" joining in 
praising the divine.   
 
The tune name NICAEA calls to mind 
this Ancient Greek city where in 325 
C.E. bishops met to discuss 
controversies in the early church 
such as the human and divine 
natures of Christ. Much of what we 
know today as the Nicene Creed was 
crafted at this council. The 
deliberations there provided a 
foundation for the doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

 

Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 

 

 
 

Gospel Readings…  
 
June 7: The Holy Trinity 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Living in the community of the 
Trinity 
 
June 14: Pentecost 2 
Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] 
The sending of the Twelve 
 
June 21: Pentecost 3 
Matthew 10:24-39 
The cost of discipleship 
 
June 28: Pentecost 4 
Matthew 10:40-42 
Welcome Christ in those he sends 
 

 

Worship from Home 
 

I’m glad that St. Mark’s has figured 
out how to do worship online and 
the fact that it’s live is a bonus! 
Seeing first-hand the energy and 
determination to accomplish this 
gives me an even greater 
appreciation! (Thank you Pastor, 

Marianne, Tammy, and Alpha!) 
 
Worship has changed, but I still sit by 
Stan. I have a hymnal and bulletin. 
Alpha plays the piano. Our singing 
together hasn’t changed - we are on 
different notes and sometimes 
different words. We read 
responsively. We hear the lessons 
and psalms from our members. We 
listen to Pastor Joe's great sermons. 
We pray for “the world and all those 
in need.” I like preparing the 
computer desk altar for communion. 
(It makes me feel like I’m still doing 
altar guild.) I commune at the same 
time as many other Christians on a 
Sunday morning.   
 

I dearly miss “sharing the peace” and 
seeing everyone, but that will come 
in time. Nevertheless, the church IS 
open – Thanks be to God!   
 

Naomi Franek 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hodnet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymns_Ancient_and_Modern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymns_Ancient_and_Modern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_6:3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_6:3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revelation_4:8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanctus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saints
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2020-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-28/0


 

June Worship &  
Fellowship  

SUNDAY Worship 
10 a.m. on June 7, 14,  
21, & 28 

Live  
Broadcasts 
 

Services are live-streamed on St. 
Mark’s Facebook page –  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church : Fargo 

Recordings: 
Past worship services are available 
on our Facebook page AND there is a 
link on our website page: 
www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
Print Versions: 
Pastor Joe’s sermons are available 
on our website and our Facebook 
page. (see above) Sermons and/or 
bulletins may also be sent to you by 
email or regular mail. Please contact 
Naomi for more information. 

 
 

 

“ZOOM” FELLOWSHIP TIME follows 
our service each week– the Zoom 
information is posted on Facebook 
and our website. Pastor Joe is also 
sending the meeting number and 
password to our email list. 

If you are having trouble making the 
connection, please contact us! 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 

Tech Assistance Needed 
Are you tech savvy? St. Mark's is 
looking for assistance with: 
 
1. Broadcasting our online worship  
    services. 
2. Formatting the monthly newsletter. 
 
Please reach out to the church office 
at 701.235.5591 or email at 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

 
Ways to Help the 
Emergency Food Pantry 
 
Bring Items to Food Pantry 
Donations are accepted between 
8:00 am and 4:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday. The Emergency Food 
Pantry is located at 1101 4 Ave N in 
Fargo. There is a box just inside the 
warehouse door (east side) to put 
your donations in.  

Donate at Grocery Store 
Also, bins to collect donations are 
located at the following grocery 
stores: all area Hornbacher's, Family 
Fare locations in Fargo, Moorhead, 
and West Fargo, and Cashwise in 
Fargo. 
 
Volunteer 
Another way to help is by 
volunteering to help pre-pack food 
baskets. You can volunteer by calling 
701-237-9337 to confirm day and 
time so they can keep volunteer 
group sizes to a minimum. 

Donate Money 
Please send checks to: Emergency 
Food Pantry, PO Box 2821, Fargo, 
ND 58108 or donate online: 
www.emergencyfoodpantry.com 
Click on the tab “How You Can Help.” 

 

 
 

June  
Calendar 

 
June 7 – Food Pantry Sunday 
June 22 – Newsletter Articles Due 
June 23 – Query, 5:30 pm 
June 24 – Council Meeting, 7 pm 
June 25 – Newsletter Mailing 
June 29-July 6– Pastor Joe on 
vacation 
 

 
In Memoriam 
 

Mary Brown 
 

We give thanks for the life of 
Mary Brown, who passed away on 
May 4, 2020, in Circle Pines, 
Minnesota, after a long battle with 
cancer. Many of the long-time St. 
Mark’s members will remember her 
as one of Charlie and Ellanora 
Houtkooper’s daughters. Mary was 
baptized, confirmed, and married at 
St. Mark’s. She married Charlie 
Brown, who served as pastor of St. 
Mark’s from 1983 to 1988. A private 
interment was held on Tuesday, May 
12, at Sunset Memorial Cemetery in 
Fargo. A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date. May God bless 
Charlie and his family in their time of 
grief.  
 
Here is a link to her obituary:  
https://www.holcombhenryboom.co
m/obituary/mary-brown. 
 

May Bredeson 
   

Our sincere condolences to the 
family of May Bredeson, who passed 
away at Eventide in Moorhead on 
Saturday, May 23, 2020, just six days 
after her 100th birthday. Her parents 
were both Norwegian immigrants. 
She went to school and lived most of 
her life in Fargo, ND. We pray 
comfort for her family including her 
daughter, Barbara (Milton) Yergens 
and son, James Bredeson. She was 
also blessed with grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-great 
grandchildren. 

 

Adolphe Schreiner 
 

Phyllis Schreiner’s brother-in-law, 
Adolphe, passed away on Thursday, 
May 14, 2020 at his home in Forman, 
ND at the age of 91. He grew up on a 
farm near Cogswell with 9 brothers 
(including Leo ) and 3 sisters. Our 
condolences to his family, including 
Phyllis. 

☺☺☺☺☺☺   
☺☺☺☺☺☺ 
☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

Need a food basket? Call the 
Emergency Food Pantry for 

details at 701.237.9337. 
No referral needed. 

http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
http://www.emergencyfoodpantry.com/


 
     

Reflections from Tara 

The year has been a whirlwind of 
changes, challenges, and 
opportunities. In preparation of the 
President’s Report for the May Semi-
Annual Meeting, I reflected on all 
that has happened this past year and 
one word kept coming to mind -
Resilient. We have successfully 
navigated yet another move into a 
new worship space.  This time the 
journey took us to Temple Beth El 
Synagogue where we began our 
lovely partnership with our Jewish 
brothers and sisters and held 
educational programs to help us 
grow in our understanding of the 
Jewish festivals and practices. We 
had more events planned for spring 
but the Covid-19 Pandemic changed 
abruptly how we live, work, play, 
and worship. Our faith community 
has come together in so many new 
ways! The live-streamed worship 
services have made it possible for us 
to worship from anywhere. The 
Zoom meetings for social hour after 
service, council meetings, 
educational events, book studies and 
the Holden Evening Prayer 
programming have been well 
attended. The use of these platforms 
for worship, fellowship, and 
outreach as a method to grow our 
ministry and provide a means for 
those who may not be able to 
physically be with us in the long term 
shows how our tiny faith community 
is resilient and creative in finding 
solutions.   
 
Getting back to worshipping 
together in person will be something 
that the Council continues to work 
towards as soon as the data 
reported shows stabilization or a 
decline in reported cases of the 
virus. We will communicate any 
changes in worship programming 
and any additional social or 
educational events as they are 
determined.  The protection and  

 

 

 

safety of our faith community, our 
pastor and our staff are one of the 
top priorities of the St. Mark’s 
Council. If you have concerns, I am 
available by phone 701-899-1255 or 
email tarajensen96@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you to everyone who makes 
St. Mark’s amazing and for setting an 
impressive example of resilience for 
our young members and community! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Tara Jensen 
St. Mark’s Council President 

 

St. Mark’s Church 
Council Update 
 
The following members have been 
newly elected to the council: Barbara 
Edin (3-year term); Peter Schott (3-
year term); and Jay Jansen (2-year 
term). Elna Solvang has been re-
elected for a second term.  
 
Continuing their terms on council are 
Tara Jensen, Maxine Fagerland, 
Tammy Lanaghan, and Mel 
Jacobson. 
 
Many thanks to outgoing council 
members Carly Gaddie and Mary 
Jane Haugen. Carly has served for 
the past 6 years – she served as 
President 4 times and Vice-President 
1 time.  We are so grateful for her 
leadership through many of our 
congregation’s difficult decisions and 
numerous transitions in those years! 
We will also greatly miss Mary Jane, 
who has served for the past 3 years. 
She is always willing to volunteer her 
time and talents – which makes her 
such a good recruiter. ☺ 
 
Please keep the council members in 
your prayers! 
  

 
 
Query Book  
Discussion 
  
Mama’s Boy 
by Dustin Lance Black 

  
Dustin Lance Black grew up in a 
conservative Mormon household 
outside San Antonio, Texas.  At the 
age of twenty-one Black came out to 
his mother, who derided 
homosexuality as a sinful choice. It 
may seem like theirs was a house 
destined to be divided, and at times it 
was. This story shines light on what it 
took to remain a family despite such 
division—a journey that stretched 
from the steps of the U.S. Supreme 
Court to the woodsheds of East 
Texas. In the end, the rifts that have 
split a nation couldn’t end this 
relationship that defined and inspired 
their remarkable lives. 

 
The book discussion will held via 
Zoom on Tuesday, June 23, 7:00-
8:30 p.m. For details on joining the 
meeting contact Tammy Lanaghan at 
shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 

 

St. Mark’s Logo T-
shirts 
 

We have the following sizes and colors 
available from last fall’s purchase of T-
shirts. (We ordered extras to get a 
discount!) 
 
BLUE:  2 - Large  
             1 - Extra-Large 
 
PURPLE: 1 - Small and 

1 - Medium 
 
Cost is $12 each. Contact Naomi at 
701.552.3988 or 701.298.8920. 
Free delivery in FM area ☺ 

 
 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St. Mark’s if you 
use the following link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0236174 
 

mailto:tarajensen96@gmail.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174
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To be your presence is our mission here. 

To show compassion’s face and list’ning ear, 

To be your heart of mercy ever near. 

Alleluia!  

 

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 

To serve your people is our call and choice,  

and in this mission we, the church rejoice, 

Alleluia!                                 
 
ELW #546 – vs 1 & 4 
 

 


