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Last year, St. Mark’s received a Holy Innovation grant from our Eastern North Dakota Synod to help fund a variety of 

intergenerational events for this year. So, the books for this study are available at no cost to participants. 

 

The series will take place after worship during March, starting at 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 

the synagogue.  Here is an outline of what we will cover each week: 

• March 1: “Risking Reputation: Jerusalem” - Introduction and Chapter 1 

• March 8: “Risking Righteous Anger: The Temple” - Chapter 2 

• March 15: “Risking Challenge: Teachings” – Chapter 3 

• March 22: “Risking Dinners: The First Dinner and the Last Supper” – Chapters 4 & 5 

• March 29: “Risking Temptation: Gethsemane” – Chapter 6 

 
Each session will include a short video with narrative by Amy-Jill Levine, reading portions of each chapter, discussion 

questions and group activities. The sessions will be led by Pastor Joe and Tammy Lanaghan. We will have a sign-up sheet and 

books available for pick-up at the synagogue on Sundays and at our church office. Or you can sign up by email with me at 

pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

 

In our St. Mark’s community, we have a lot of thoughtful individuals who love to discuss theological issues. I think this will be 

an energizing and enlightening study for all of us, especially in light of our new home at Temple Beth El. 

 

During Lent, we will also be offering Wednesday evening services at Churches United’s shelter and community center, which is 

now called Micah’s Mission. Our worship there takes place in their dining room and usually includes songs, a skit, and 

communion. If you have never attended, I encourage you to join us for a very unique experience. 

 

I hope you can join us in this and other activities during this Lenten season.    

 

Peace, Pastor Joe 

 

        ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS 
 

Lent is a season of reflection and spiritual growth. During this season of 

Lent, we will be offering a special book study on Entering the Passion of  

Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week. The author is Amy-Jill Levine, 

who is a world-renowned New Testament scholar and professor. She is 

also Jewish. 

 

Given that this will be our first Lent here at Temple Beth El, it seems 

especially appropriate that we would study together a book by a Jewish 

theologian who finds meaning in the passion narrative in the Gospels.  
 

Levine writes: “What can a Jewish person teach you about the Gospels? 

I would not have spent my life studying the New Testament if I did not 

think the subject worthwhile and even inspirational…. I am, personally, 

fulfilled in my own tradition, and yet—and yet—I see the beauty and 

wonder of the gospel story…. And if I as a Jew can see so much 

profound teaching in these pages, surely my Christian friends can find 

even more. I do not seek to challenge Christian theological claims. 

Instead, I seek, through my studies and my teaching, to enhance them.” 
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MUSIC  

NOTES*  
 

During the Lenten Season, our 
congregation will be singing #334, 
“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” 
every Sunday for the Offertory.  Each 
of the five Sundays of Lent will have 
one verse added to the three that 
reflect the A cycle of readings for the 
Lenten season.  Marty Haugen 
originally constructed this hymn with 
the first three stanzas and the 
general one but then added these 
extra verses.  The general ones lead 
from the tree of life to wearing 
Christ’s body to following Christ as 
river follows sea to light and faith.  
Then the five stanzas for the five 
Sundays of Lent move from creation 
to blessing to the living water of 
salvation to shining gospel to beyond 
fear and sorrow.  The text ranges 
across Lent with a swirl of images. 
 
This ‘swirl of images’ is also evident 
in the way Marty Haugen composed 
the melody.  The melody does not 
resemble a common major or minor 
mode that we usually sing in.  He 
uses a Dorian and Lydian mode (I 
won’t explain that in detail) but the 
singer will notice the difference in 
only a slight way because of the way 
he repeats the lines and forms the 
contour of the melody. Haugen says 
he likes this mode in singing which 
was used in many early American 
melodies that are not hard to sing.   
 
The tune name THOMAS is the 
middle name of his son.   
 
CHOIR NOTE: We will tentatively 
sing an anthem for the worship 
service on March 22. Mark your 
calendars! 
 
Alpha Roeszler 
 Music Director 
 
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal                  
  Companion 
 

 

 

 
Special Invitation to 
Shabbat Service, March 7… 
 
Temple Beth El is having their 
Megillah reading for Purim on 
Saturday, March 7, during their 
Shabbat service at 10 a.m.  St. 
Mark’s is invited to attend!  
 
 

Lenten Services 
Begin at Micah’s 
Mission 

 
Our tradition of bringing our 
Wednesday evening Lenten Services 
to Churches United continues this 
year! We had an Ash Wednesday 
service on February 26 and we’ll 
continue each Wednesday evening 
through Lent. Each service includes 
singing, praying, scripture reading, 
presenting stories through skits and 
puppets, and celebrating Holy 
Communion. We meet during the 
dinner hour, 5:45 p.m., in the dining 
room at Micah’s Mission. The 
address is 1901 1st Avenue N in 
Moorhead. 
 

Gospel Readings… 
  
March 1: Lent 1 
Matthew 4.1-11 
The temptation of Jesus in the 
wilderness for forty days 
 

March 8: Lent 2 
John 3.1-17 
The mission of Christ: to save the 
world 
 

March 15: Lent 3 
John 4.5-42 
Baptismal image: woman at the 
well 
 

March 22: Lent 4  
John 9.1-41 
Baptismal image: the man born 
blind 
 
March 29: Lent 5 
John 11.1-45 
Baptismal image: the raising of 
Lazarus 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL FOR ACTORS! 
 

Will You Wait With Me?— 
A Good Friday Drama 

with Downtown Fargo Churches 
 
For Good Friday this year, we are 
planning a joint worship service 
with Elim, Pontoppidan and St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Churches. The 
service is going to feature a special 
play that members from all our 
congregations will produce 
together. It will take place on 
Friday, April 10, at 7 pm at 
Temple Beth El Synagogue. A joint 
choir will also perform. 
 
For the play, we have chosen “Will 
You Wait With Me?” by Molly M. 
Garnet, which includes various 
characters from the life and 
passion of Jesus, as well as a couple 
more contemporary figures. A 
member of Pontoppidan will serve 
as director, and we are seeking 
volunteer actors to fill 12 different 
acting parts (mostly monologues, 
including 10 female parts.)  
 
We also need someone to serve as 
volunteer coordinator (to contact 
participants, coordinate details, 
etc.) Additional helpers are needed 
to assist with lighting and 
costumes. Practice will take place 
on evenings or weekends. If you 
would like to participate, please 
contact Pastor Joe at 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
or 612-750-5079, or register on 
the sign-up sheet at coffee hour. 

 
New Member Sunday will be 

held sometime in April. If interested, 
please contact Pastor Joe! 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


 
March  
Schedule 
 
USHERS 
  1:  Maxine Fagerland 
  8:  Charlie Jordan 
15:  Linda Hamann 
22:  Oliver Jensen 
29:  Amelia G and Stan F 
         
 
LECTORS 
  1:  Becky Barry 
  8:  Jane Radig 
15:  Jay Jansen 
22:  Charlie Jordan 
29:  Open 
 
CANTORS 
  1:  Becky Barry 
  8:  Peter Schott 
15:  Jeff Ware 
22:  Brian B and Charlie J 
29:  Kim J and Ryu K 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
  1: Maxine F & Linda H  
  8: Tammy L and Naomi F 
15: Mary Jane Haugen  
22: Elna Solvang 
29: Tammy L and Naomi F 
 

*BREAD 

  1:  Barbara Edin 
  8:  Open 
15:  Ryu Kroshus 
22:  Kim Johnson 
29:  Carly and Amelia 
 
COUNTERS 
  1:  Carly and Jane 
  8:  Jane and Open 
15:  Maxine and Elna 
22:  Brian and Tara 
29:  Elna and Mary Jane 

 
*BREAD Bakers: Please contact 

Tammy Lanaghan if you are able to 
provide bread for one of the 
Wednesday Lenten Services. The 
dates are March 4, 11, 18, 25 and 
April 1 and 8. Her phone number is: 
701.306.6865. 

 

 
DATES TO 
REMEMBER 
 

Mar.  1 – Food Pantry Sunday 
Mar.  1 – Book Study                   
Mar.  3 – Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Mar.  4 – Lenten Service, 5:45 pm 
Mar.  7 – Shabbat Service 
celebrating Purim, 10 a.m. 
Mar.  8 – Book Study 
Mar. 10 – Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Mar. 10 – RRRS Happy Hour, 5 pm 
Mar. 11 – Lenten Service, 5:45 pm 
Mar. 12 – Council Meeting, 5:00 pm 
Mar. 15 – Book Study, 11:30 am 
Mar. 17 -  Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Mar. 17 -  Query, 5:30-7 pm 
Mar. 18 – Lenten Service, 5:45 pm  
Mar. 20– Newsletter Articles Due 
Mar. 22 – Book Study, 11:30 am 
Mar. 24 – Mosaic, 2-5 pm 
Mar. 25 – Lenten Service, 5:45 pm 
Mar. 26 – Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 am 
Mar. 29 – Book Study, 11:30 am 

 
Red River Rainbow Seniors 
Happy Hour 
 
Potluck Appetizers 
Front Street Taproom 
Tuesday, March 10th 
5:00-7:00 
 

 
Query Group 
 

Query Book Discussion Group 
Front Street Taproom on the 
Mezzanine 
Tuesday, March 17th 
5:30-7:00 
  

Unclobber, by Colby Martin,  
reexamines each of the frequently 
quoted passages of Scripture used by 
many Christian churches to justify 
their discrimination toward LGBTQ 
individuals.  The author alternates 
this discussion with telling his own 
story of being fired from an 
evangelical megachurch when they 
discovered his stance on sexuality. 

 

 

Emergency Food  
Pantry Sunday   

Sunday, March 1, will be the next 
Sunday for collecting items for the 
Emergency Food Pantry.  

Last month I said we would set a 
goal of collecting 3 lbs. of donations 
from the previous month. We have a 
big goal for this month as we 
collected 61 lbs. of food and other 
items.  

Can we make it 64 lbs. for this 
month? It would be amazing if we 
did. However, the Emergency Food 
Pantry will be thankful whatever we 
do bring in. And, if we only collect 10 
lbs., we can work our back up to 62 
lbs. by fall. 

 

Current needs include the following: 
Canned Tuna, Peanut Butter, Canned 
Fruit, Rice (one-pound bag white or 
brown rice), Pasta/noodles (boxes of 
spaghetti, lasagna, elbow noodles, 
penne pasta, etc.), Toilet Paper, Bar 
soap, Low-sodium products, Gluten-
free products. They also accept 
other non-perishable items, basic 
hygiene items, and egg cartons 
(must be 1 dozen carton and prefer 
large size). 

Monetary donations: Please write 
check to St. Mark's and notate 
Emergency Food Pantry on the 
memo line.  Jane Radig 

MOSAIC TUESDAYS 
 

The Mosaic group continues to 
gather on Tuesday afternoons from 
2-5 p.m. The group meets at the 
Bright Sky Apartment Building, 
located at 3305 3rd Avenue NE in 
Moorhead (behind Cash Wise 
Foods.) We’ve had a wonderful turn 
out this winter and the gluing of tiles 
is nearing completion! Join us for a 
fun afternoon working on a beautiful 
piece of art! 
 

 
   



        

News from Bethany 

Retirement Living 
 

Did you Know…  

…that Bethany Retirement Living 
offers Transitional Care? If your 
physician recommends transitional 
care to help your recovery process, 
we can help you heal as safely and 
quickly as possible. Transitional Care 
is available on a short-term basis for 
those who are well enough to leave 
hospital care after an injury, illness  
or surgery but not quite ready to 
resume all of the daily activities at 
home. Services include (but are not 
limited to) social services, 
rehabilitative therapy, PT/OT/ST, 
diet and nutrition counseling, 
exercise and social programming, 
pharmacy services, wellness care, 
spiritual care and more. For more 
information, contact Heidi Escobar, 
Director of Admissions, at 
701.239.3518 or 
hescobar@bethanynd.org. 
 
Bethany Auxiliary Fundraisers 
 

The Bethany Auxiliary 
Pancake Brunch will be 
held on Sunday, March 29, 
9:30-12:30 pm at First 
Lutheran Church, 619 
Broadway in Fargo.  

 
The event is open to the public. A 
freewill offering will be taken. 
Proceeds will be used by the 
Bethany Auxiliary to purchase 
materials and services to enrich the 
lives of those who call Bethany 
“home.” 

 
Geranium Sale Coming Soon! 
The Bethany Auxiliary will be 
accepting orders soon for their 
geranium sale. The 4½ potted 
geraniums (red, pink, salmon, and 
white) will sell for $5.25 each.  Order 
Blanks available in April newsletter. 

 

 
WEATHER-RELATED 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In case of inclement weather the 
Pastor will cancel by 7:00 a.m. for 
Sunday Worship. WDAY will be 
notified. The cancellation will also be  
on the St. Mark’s website and 
facebook page. 
 

“Taste of Jewish Tradition” 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
April 26, to help and enjoy the “Taste 
of Jewish Tradition” at Temple Beth 
El! 
 
Volunteers are needed to make: 
kugel (recipe provided), cheesecake, 
and other Jewish desserts.  
 
Volunteers are also needed on the 
day of the event: food servers, 
cooks, runners, and bussing tables.  
 
A sign-up sheet is available at the 
office on weekdays and at the 
church on Sundays. It will be given to 
the organizers, Ilene and Lindsay 
from Temple Beth El.   Thanks! 
 

Amazon Smile 

 
If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, 
you can also benefit our church. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St. Mark’s if you 
use the following link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0236174 

             Thank You!! 
 

 

 

 

 
Fargo Cluster Spring 

Gathering 
 
The Eastern ND Synod 
Women of the ELCA will 
gather at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 613 16th 

St. So., Fargo, for the Spring 
Gathering of the Fargo Cluster on 
Saturday, April 4, from 9:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 
 
With the theme of “Loving Hospitality” 
we will hear from Brady McClafin, 
Community and Member Relations, 
Churches United for the Homeless. 
Lexy Steinle, Youth and Education 
Minister at Bethlehem will 
lead devotions and share her “Faith 
Journey” story. 
 
Please contact Sonja Lougheed at 
701.235.6522  or 
sonjal@blcfargo.org by March 27 to 
register. Lunch reservations are $8 
and the money will be received at the 
event. 
 
You are invited to bring an “in kind” 
offering for those being served at 
Churches United for the Homeless. 
Suggested items include travel-sized 
adult and child hygiene items, socks, 
diapers, and wipes. 
 

 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 

Are you interested in knitting or 
crocheting prayer shawls? Many of 
you are probably familiar with this 
ministry. The giving of prayer shawls 
is one way to express love, comfort 
and care to people who are going 
through some tough times. Please 
call Naomi at 701.235.5591 if 
interested.  

 

 

format: the shape, size, or general make-up of a publication 
 

Would you like to help format the newsletter?  I can send you the articles 
and information and you would be responsible to arrange it into 4-5 pages. 
Questions? Call Naomi at 701.235.5591 or 701.298.8920. Let’s talk! 
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A Tribute to St. Patrick’s Day   
 
Make plans to attend this concert of the Music of Ireland at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2020, at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 650 2nd Avenue, Fargo. Featured musicians include the Dakota Brass Quintet, Harpist Helen Hill,  
and the Silver Winds Flute Quartet. 
 
The concert is free, but freewill donations will be accepted. This fundraiser will help the Fargo Moorhead Area Music  
Club give music scholarships to middle school music students attending International Music Camp or other expenses.  
Alpha Roeszler, St. Mark’s music director, is a member of the FM Area Music Club. 
 

                    
 Palm Sunday & Easter Plants 

Please consider giving a donation to the “Flower Fund” as we will be purchasing palms, lilies and other 
flowers and plants for Palm Sunday and Easter. Just make the notation, Flower Fund, on your check or 
envelope. Thanks for helping us beautify the sanctuary as we celebrate Easter on April 12! 

 

 

Pictured here is the Convent Chapel where St. Mark's congregation 
worshipped for over two years - it has been demolished! Prairie St. John's 
Hospital is going to build a new facility on that site. We have so many good 
memories from our time at the chapel! 
 
Randy Cook is the man watching the demolition. He shared the following on 
our facebook page: “I have worked in this building and the hospital for the 
last 36 years. I will never forget the first time I was allowed in this building as 
it was the convent for the sisters that did so many good things for the 
hospital and the community. The future building that will occupy this site will 
be a very welcoming building that will continue to serve the community and 
surrounding areas as it has for many years to come.” 

 

Prairie St. John’s Convent Chapel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 


