
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

the one you have made so strong for yourself.  
And so will we never turn away from you; 

give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
      Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
                                  -  Psalm 80:7, 17-19  (Psalm for Advent 1) 

 
The season of Advent is upon us. Advent is the season of waiting, watching and expectation. With God’s ancient psalmist, 
we cry: “Restore us, O God! Let your face shine upon us. Give us life, that we may call upon your name. Restore us, O 
God of hosts, and we shall be saved!” 
 

This year has been a long season of waiting with COVID-19: “Wait until we understand how serious this is. Wait until we 
level the curve. Wait until we have a vaccine. Wait until the vaccine is distributed. Wait. Wait. Wait.” 
 

Waiting is hard. Especially when you don’t know how much longer this will continue. Especially when things seem to be 
getting even worse. Especially when people are sick and dying. Especially when we feel so tired of dealing with all this. 
 

I am consoled by the fact that therapeutics continue to improve and that a vaccine may soon be made available.  And that, 
at some point, things will get better. 
 

Until then, we wait together. The Psalmist knew what that was like. We don’t know what kind of situation was affecting 
the writer of Psalm 95. Perhaps she was a refugee fleeing a war. Perhaps her family had no food during a famine. Perhaps 
her child had died during a pandemic. Perhaps she felt overwhelmed by grief or depression. 
 

What I love about the Psalms is that they give us words for when we feel most desperate and in need of help. “Let your 
face shine upon us, O God! We’re going through a tough time here. We need to know that you are with us. Give us life, 
that we may call upon your name.” 
 

Advent is a time to pray for God’s presence, as we prepare for the coming of Jesus. And remember how a poor Middle 
Eastern baby was born in a stable because there was no where else for his family to stay. The hotels had no vacancy. The 
hospital was full. The shelters were over capacity. Yet, in a seemingly hopeless situation, God chose to come into our 
world and become one with us in Jesus. 
 

Advent is a time to think about what gives us hope during this difficult time. Advent is a time to reflect about where you 
still see the face of God. Advent is a time to pray for God to come among us once again. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor who lived through a horrible time during World War II in Germany. 
Eventually, he was killed by the Nazis for what he believed. Despite all that, Bonhoeffer offered these words of hope: 
 

“Only the humble believe… and rejoice that God is so free and so marvelous that [God] does wonders where people 
despair, that [God] takes what is little and lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the wonder of all wonders, that 
God loves the lowly…. [God] chooses people as instruments and performs wonders where one would least expect them. 
God is near to lowliness; [God] loves the lost, the neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, the weak and broken.” 
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas”) 

 

May God bring hope to your heart, health to your body, peace to your mind, and love to your home during this Advent 
season.  - Pastor Joe 
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Dear St. Mark's Community, 

 

Thank you so very much for your kind words and thoughts following my mother's passing.  It has 

been a very tough time and is a significant loss to our family, as she is the last grandparent and final 

Emery family member of her generation.  My mother's family is from Fargo and her grandfather 

served as mayor and ran a hardware store on Front St.  With our recent move to the area, family 

memories came back to Mom as she recalled her few visits to Fargo and Detroit Lakes, where her 

family had a summer home.  It is comforting knowing she was able to visit us twice and attend 

service at Elim when we met there. 

 

Mom was a "trooper," and instilled a strong work ethic in my siblings and I, which she and my dad 

both highly valued.  After raising 4 kids and seeing them off to college at St. Olaf, she returned to 

work at a local attorney's office where she excelled and was highly regarded for her work in family 

law.  She taught me a love of travel and learning; much of my success as a foreign language teacher I 

owe to her support.  She was a voracious reader and belonged to a book club into her late 80's.  She 

and my dad were philanthropic in their retirement and supported an educational fund for the 

Minneapolis Schools through The Minneapolis Foundation.  This fund primarily supported minority 

students of all backgrounds to see them through to graduation and grant them a small start in college 

or university studies. 

 

We are saddened at her passing at age 91 but are incredibly grateful for her strong presence in our 

family.  Her continued support of her children, two of whom identify as gay and lesbian, was 

unwavering.  She was a strong advocate for women and treating all as equals. 

We will miss her terribly at holidays and at her December 23rd birthday (which she did not enjoy 

much).  Such a well-lived life of family, community support and faithful membership in the United 

Church of Christ. 

 

Blessed be her memory.  

 

Dona M. Jordan, 1928-2020 

 

Lovingly, 

Charlie & Pastor Joe 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
December  
Calendar 
 

WORSHIP 
 
SUNDAYS in December:  
6, 13, 20, and 27 

• Livestream Worship on 
Facebook: St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church : Fargo at 
10 a.m. 

• Recorded service available 
on Facebook page  

• Recorded service available 
on St. Mark’s YouTube 
account 

 

“Zoom” FELLOWSHIP HOUR: 
(Please email the office for the link to 
join fellowship hour – also available 
in Sunday bulletins.) 
Our fellowship time starts about 11 
a.m. each Sunday. 

 

 Christmas Eve 

Lessons & Carols 

December 24, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 
 
The service will be live-streamed on 
Facebook and also available as a 
recorded version on St. Mark’s 
YouTube and Facebook sites. 
 

OTHER DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 
 
Dec 1: Food Pantry Sunday 
Dec 3: Anti-Racism Reading Circle, 
7pm 
Dec 15: Query, 5:30 – 7pm 
Dec 17: Council Meeting, 5:30pm 
Dec 28: Jan. Newsletter Articles Due 
Dec 24: Lessons and Carols, 5:00pm  
Dec 25: Merry Christmas! 
Dec 30: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30am 
Dec 31: Happy New Year! 

 
 

 
“GOD WITH US” 
  Devotions 
 
The Education Committee is 
planning a 4-session study called, 
“God with Us”, a resource provided 
by the ELCA. The study is scheduled 
for 11:30am on the Sundays of 
Advent: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, and 20.   

 
Nov. 29 – “Keep Awake” 
Dec.  06 – “Prepare” 
Dec.  13 – “Comfort” 
Dec.  20 – “Presence”   
 

This devotional is specifically written 
for 2020 and addresses the 
pandemic, racial injustice, economic 
inequities, and living in this time of 
uncertainty.  
 
The booklets are available at the 
office or we can email you a 
downloadable document. We also 
have Advent Calendars available. If 
you would like either the booklet 
and/or Advent calendar mailed to 
you, please call or email the church 
office, 701.235.5591. We have 
several copies available! 
 
Ever-present God, through sickness, 
violence, discord and injustice 
we have yearned for the fulfillment 
of your promise. Make us, your 
church, a sign of the day to come, 
that we may reflect this hope to 
others. Knit us together with one 
another and with our neighbors, 
that none may feel alone or 
isolated from your life-giving love. 
In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Prayer from “God With Us”, page 9          

 

In Memoriam: 

 

We give thanks for the life of 

Lillian Solvang, 91, of Barrington, 

Rhode Island, who passed away 

on September 30, 2020.  She is 

the mother of Elna Solvang. We 

pray comfort for Elna, her 

siblings, and extended family, 

who gathered recently in Rhode 

Island for her service. 

 
Music  
Notes 
 

On Sunday, Dec. 13th, we will sing 
“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New 
Morn” for the gathering hymn. The 
author and composer of the hymn is 
Marty Haugen whose music we all 
know well. 
 
In 1982, he decided to give this 
hymn as a gift to his aunt, whose 
husband was a campus pastor at 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.  He 
wrote it as a Christmas hymn 
originally but, as there is more room 
in our repertoire for Advent carols 
than Christmas carols, he made a 
few revisions. The opening words, 
“Rejoice, Rejoice” were changed to 
“Awake, Awake” and the third line of 
the first stanza was changed from 
“now he is born” to “soon he is 
born.”  It became a call to wake up 
and greet the dawning of a new day. 
The tune name is REJOICE, REJOICE. 
 
Marty Haugen is familiar to most of 
us as he has several hymns in our 
ELW hymnal in addition to being the 
author of Setting 2.  (We have not 
used that for several years).   
 
Haugen is Minnesota born, Midwest 
educated, lives in Minneapolis and 
continues his career in composing 
liturgical music and presenting 
workshops on his works.   
 
He is most famous for his two 
services, Holden Evening Prayer and 
Now the Feast and Celebration.  Our 
church uses both of these services 
frequently. 
 
Keep well and safe, 
 
Alpha Roeszler,  
Music Director 
 
 

 
 



Technology Fundraiser – Lights, Camera, Action! 
 
St. Mark's members have proven yet again how generous and supportive you are. The Technology Fundraisers held in 
June and October were a huge success. As of Nov 23, 2020, combined member giving has put our fundraising just $46 
short of fully paying for the project of $6,340. There are two anticipated funds yet to receive which are enough to 
cover the remaining needed funds.  Some of the equipment was on back order so the installation date is pending the 
arrival of those items. Live streaming will never replace our in-person services, but I am so thankful for the opportunity 
to greet everyone by message, see members for virtual coffee hour, hear the voices of our members and beautiful 
melodies of our musicians each Sunday. Thank you for making it possible to continue our live streaming services which 
soon will be broadcast from within our sanctuary!  - Tara Jensen 
 
Here are the totals: 

• Undesignated (fence, etc., rainy day fund):                                   $1,664.47 

• Giving Tuesday Technology & Outreach Fundraiser:                   $1,943.48 

• Thrivent Action Team Funds:                                                             $   750.00 

• Member Giving October Technology & Outreach Fundraiser:    $1,936.05 
TOTAL: $6,294.00 
 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS - RED RIVER HEALTH PROJECT 
 

The Red River Health Project serves people with HIV-AIDS in this region. We are looking for volunteers to sign up to buy 
Christmas presents for the individuals in the group. Our recommendation is for $25 per person and $10 for shipping 
outside the FM area if needed. Please sign up by emailing Pastor Joe pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or Naomi 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com by December 4. The recipient’s name will remain anonymous, but you will be given 
suggestions for particular gifts. 
 

CHURCHES UNITED: Hot Meal Service at Trinity 

 
Churches United is looking for volunteers to help with their new meals served at Trinity Lutheran Church – Moorhead.  
Meals will be served on weekdays in the CLC at Trinity. This will replace the current brown bag lunch program at CU 
which currently serves over 100 people a day. Volunteers are needed each day from 11:30-1:30. Hot meals will be 
prepared at Micah's Mission and transported to Trinity. They are looking for people to help serve, greet people, bus 
tables, and wash dishes. Masks and other COVID-19 protocols will be in place. 
 
Help those in need of a meal warm up and fill up by signing up to serve here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f49aaac2ea6f85-trinity 
 
Questions? Contact Hannah M. at: 
218.236.5891 or hannahm@churches-united.org 

Query Book Discussion 

Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. Our next gathering will be via Zoom on 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020, from 5:30 -7:00 pm.  Our December selection is: “You Should See Me in a 
Crown” by Leah Johnson. Liz Lighty has always believed she's too black, too poor, too awkward to shine in her 
small, rich, prom-obsessed midwestern town. But it's okay -- Liz has a plan: attend Pennington College, play in 

their orchestra, and become a doctor. But when the financial aid she was counting on unexpectedly falls through, Liz's 
plans come crashing down. . . . until she's reminded of her school's scholarship for prom king and queen. There's nothing 
Liz wants to do less than endure a gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and humiliating public events, but 
despite her devastating fear of the spotlight she's willing to do whatever it takes to get to Pennington. Contact Pastor 
Joe or Tammy for zoom link. 
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ST MARK’S FLOWER FUND:  
 

The Altar Guild is responsible for purchasing flowers and plants for Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter, and other 
celebrations like PRIDE Sunday, Rally Day, etc. Fill out the form below to donate to the flower fund! Thanks! 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:   _______________________________________      Email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Amount: _______________________________________ 
 
In honor of: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

             
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

KIDS CORNER: Color or paint the pictures below. Cut out and paste to a piece of 

colorful paper. Attach string/yarn and you have a tree ornament! What ideas do you 

have? 

 

             
 
 

 


