
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Green Christ 
 

Back in 2006, I created my first hanging mural for Lutheran Church of Christ the Redeemer in Minneapolis. I called it “The 
Green Christ” and it filled the sanctuary (it’s 10 feet wide and 7 feet tall.)  The painting is based on “The Yellow Christ” by 
Paul Gauguin, and it was for our worship during Lent. 
 

“Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word for "spring.” Lent typically takes place during our season of 
spring, a time of growth and new plant life after a long winter.  As early as the fourth century, Christians 
observed a time of preparation before Easter. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days—
recalling the 40-day fast of Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) and the Jewish story of 
Moses’ retreat with God for 40 days on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28).  
 
For us Christians, Lent is a time of simplicity and preparation, focusing on personal repentance and 
spiritual renewal. Purple is the color of Lent and represents the color of royalty (Jesus was called the 
“King of the Jews” and clothed by the soldiers with a purple robe during his trial before Pontius Pilate.)  
 

You might think it strange that I painted Christ green.  
The colors I used reflect colors we see in early spring: 
green, yellow, blue and purple.  The vibrant hues in the 
painting suggest that the crucified Christ is not just 
someone who died on the cross, but is a symbol of  
growth and renewal. Christ’s death and resurrection  
are the seeds of new life for Christians, as suggested in 
following hymn (ELW #379): 
 
Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain,  
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;  
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 
In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
Thinking that he would never wake again, 
Laid in the earth, like grain that sleeps unseen; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
 
This Lent, we are offering new options for spiritual growth, including (please see page 2 for more information): 
• “My Faith Talks” devotional series: on Wednesday evenings (March 3, 10, & 17) at 7 pm on Zoom, during which 

members will share their own faith journey. 
• Lenten book study: on Sundays (March 7, 14 & 21) at 11:30 am on Zoom. We’re reading The Misunderstood Jew by 

Amy-Jill Levine and the discussion is led by David Myers from Temple Beth El Synagogue.  
• Worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue: We are now transmitting our Sunday livestream worship on YouTube from 

the sanctuary of the synagogue.  In addition, last month our church council approved the return to in-person worship 
(with safety precautions) beginning on Palm Sunday, March 28 (dependent on the continuation of low incidence of 
COVID cases in our area.) We will continue livestreaming the service, so everyone will have the option of joining us 
online or in person.  

 
Praying that this spring may bring growth and renewal to you and your loved ones as together we continue our Lenten 
journey.   - Pastor Joe
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 “The Yellow Christ”    
      by Paul Gaugin 



“My Faith Talks” 
 

This year for Lent, we are offering 
a simple Wednesday evening 
devotional series called "My 
Faith Talks." The Wednesday 
evening services are taking place 
on Zoom at 7 pm.  “My Faith 
Talk” presenters are: 
 
Feb 24: Kim Johnson 
Mar 3: Tammy Lanaghan  
Mar 10: Barbara Edin 
Mar 17: TBD  
 

The services 
will be held 
live on Zoom, 
so you can 
join us from 

your computer at home. The 
format will be simple—with an 
opening welcome and prayer, a 
litany or prerecorded music, a 
faith talk, community prayers, a 
blessing and closing music. 
 
Here is the link to the Zoom 
meeting for each session of the 
series (same log-in for all of 
them): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeti
ng/register/tZUvf2hrTgtE9Da9Pl
Pc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK 
 

 

 
 

If you are shopping on Amazon 
Smile, you can benefit our 
church. Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price to St. 
Mark’s if you use the following: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45
-0236174 
                    Thank You!! 

“Jesus: The Misunderstood 
Jew” Lent Book Study – with 

David B. Myers 
 

David B. Myers, a member of 
Temple Beth El is leading a 
weekly discussion on the book, 
“Jesus: The Misunderstood Jew” 
by Amy-Jill Levine. 
 

In her book, Levine 
reviews the stories 
of Jesus and the 
teachings of Paul, 
explaining various 
matters from a 

Jewish perspective—pointing out 
how both were often more 
traditionally Jewish than most 
readers perceive. David B. Myers 
is a retired professor of 
philosophy (who taught world 
religions and philosophy of 
religion), a convert to Judaism 
(raised a Methodist in Houston), 
member of Temple Beth El Board 
of Directors, founder of one of 
first interfaith organizations in 
the region, and author of a 
recent work of theological fiction: 
Did God Die on the Way to 
Houston? A Queer Tale (July 2020).  
 
All are welcome to join this book 
discussion. Three more sessions 
will take place on Zoom, starting 
at 11:30 am on Sundays (after St. 
Mark’s fellowship hour).  The 
schedule is as follows: 
 

March 7:  Chapter 2 
March 14: Chapter 3 
March 21: Chapter 4 
 

Zoom meeting link (you need to 
pre-register) for all the sessions: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeti
ng/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7F
YMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
 

 

 
 

During the past year and perhaps 
longer than that, many of us have 
experienced the loss of a loved 
one or faced other major life 
changes. It's not easy to deal with 
the grief and pain that we feel in 
response to those losses.  
 
We are offering a series of group 
discussions to talk about what 
we have learned through 
previous experiences and some 
of the things we have learned 
over time--and how that might 
help us cope with our grief and 
enhance our spirituality.  
 
This group is led by Linda 
Hamann, who is a licensed 
Master-level psychologist with 
previous experience as a  
therapist and parish minister. 
 
The sessions continue at 7pm on 
March 25 and April 22.  
 
Here is the Zoom meeting link 
(you need to pre-register): 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/868
92236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBob
UYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09  
 
Questions?  
Contact Pastor Joe at: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  

or 

Linda Hamann at:  
fagerham@cableone.net  
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MARCH  
CALENDAR      
 

Mar 3: My Faith Talks, 7 pm (on 
Zoom) 
Mar 7: Worship Service live on 
You Tube, 10am 
Mar 7: Book Study with David 
Myers, 11:30 am (on Zoom) 
Mar 7: Food Pantry Sunday 
Mar 10: My Faith Talks, 7 pm (on 
Zoom) 

 
Spring 
Forward on 
March 14! 
 

Mar 14: Worship Service live on 
You Tube, 10am 
Mar 14: Book Study with David 
Myers, 11:30 am (on Zoom) 
Mar 16: Query, 5:30-7pm 
Mar 17: My Faith Talks, 7 pm (on 
Zoom) 
Mar 21: Worship Service live on 
You Tube, 10am 
Mar 21: Book Study with David 
Myers, 11:30 am (on Zoom) 
Mar 22: Newsletter Articles Due 
Mar 25: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30 
am 
Mar 25: Council Meeting, 5:30pm 
Mar 25: Grief and Loss Discussion 
Group, 7pm (on Zoom) 
Mar 28: Procession of Palms, 
9:15am 
Mar 28: Palm Sunday In-Person 
Worship Service and live on You 
Tube, 10am 
Mar 31: International Trans Day 
of Visibility 

 
Fellowship Hour on 
Zoom: 
The link for the fellowship time 
on Sundays at 11am is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/re
gister/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq
9TS7EwBDLyL 

 

In-Person Worship to 
Begin on March 28! 
 

St. Mark’s is excited to announce 
the return to in-person worship 
beginning on Palm Sunday, 
March 28 (dependent on the 
continuation of low incidence of 
COVID cases in our area.) Many 
safety precautions will be in 
place. Wearing masks and social 
distancing is essential. Hand 
sanitizer and masks will be 
available to everyone. A sign-in 
sheet will be used in case contact 
tracing becomes necessary. We 
will limit the number of pews 
that are used to help with social 
distancing. Even with masks on 
congregational singing is not a 
safe practice according to the 
CDC or the ELCA so we’ll abide by 
those recommendations. 
Communion will be served in pre-
packaged cups of grape juice and 
a wafer. Coffee fellowship will be 
delayed until further notice.  
 
As you can see, worship is going 
to look and feel different – just 
like most other aspects of our 
lives during this pandemic! 
Please be patient as we are all 
trying to manage our way 
through these important 
decisions in regards to our return 
to worship. Your safety and the 
safety of others is of utmost 
importance as we gather again at 
the synagogue!   
 

Livestreaming the 
Sunday worship 
service on You Tube is 

going well! Special thanks to our 
tech crew including Tara and 
Oliver Jensen, Kim Johnson, Linda 
Hamann, Adam Johnston, and 
Tammy Lanaghan. 
 
 

 

Palm Sunday Procession! 

Weather-permitting we will 
process with palms around the 
block in Temple Beth El’s 
neighborhood on March 28! 
Meet at the synagogue before 
church at 9:15am. 

More information to come – be 
watching the bulletin for 
announcements and emails! 

March Gospel 
Readings 
 
Mar 7: Lent 3 
John 2.13-22 
The cleansing of the temple 
 

Mar 14: Lent 4 
John 3.14-21  
The lifting up of the Son of Man 
 

Mar 21: Lent Five 
John 12.20-33 
The grain of wheat dying in the earth 
 

Mar 28: PALM SUNDAY 
Mark 15.1-39 [40-47] 
The Passion of the Lord 

 
 

Thrivent Action Team 
Funds/Thrivent Choice 
 

If you are a Thrivent Financial 
member you may be eligible to 
sponsor 1 or 2 projects per year. 
They can be educational, service-
oriented, or a fund-raising effort. 
The “seed” money is up to $250 
for each project. Talk to Maxine 
Fagerland or Naomi Franek if you 
have questions.  
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MUSIC  
NOTES* 

 

“What Wondrous Love is This”, 
ELW #666, will be sung as our 
opening hymn on Sunday, March 
14th.  This hymn basks in God’s 
grace and sings on and on about 
it.  The background shows that it 
is an anonymous nineteenth-
century American hymn.  It first 
appeared in a Methodist book 
compiled by Stith Mead and had 
six stanzas.  It also appeared in a 
Baptist book with seven stanzas.  
The ELW prints stanzas 1,2,5, and 
6 from Mead’s version. 
 
This hauntingly beautiful tune’s 
origin is unknown but appeared 
in The Southern Harmony 
compiled by William Walker in 
1840.  The tune is almost 
pentatonic (5 tone scale) but 
Rene Clausen, (Concordia’s choir 
director from 1986 to 2020) says 
it is in a Dorian mode.  Let me 
explain…. that is a scale of notes 
from D to D on the piano without 
any flats or naturals.  It is this 
mode that makes it sound so 
haunting.   
 
The setting in our ELW is a four-
part setting that was arranged by 
Paul J. Christiansen, the former 
director of the Concordia College 
Choir before Clausen. But of 
course, singing it in unison is 
perfectly okay in our church 
setting.  When you are 
participating virtually in our 
church service, feel free to pick a 
harmony line and enjoy!  
  
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
*Information from the ELW Hymnal 
Companion,  Augsburg /Fortress 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

…that Bethany Retirement Living 
is now offering ASSISTED LIVING 
SHORT STAYS? The warm 
environment and services we 
offer make Bethany a great 
option for seniors who want to 
give their normal caregivers a 
break, need to recover after 
surgery or another medical issue, 
or who want to test the waters of 
senior living. Our assisted living 
communities offer freedom from 
daily chores like cooking, laundry 
and housekeeping. Your assisted 
living services can be customized 
to meet your unique needs. Both 
all-inclusive and individually 
customized service options are 
available. For information about 
short-stay Assisted Living, contact 
Bethany Towers at 701.239.3739 
or visit the website at 
https://www.bethanynd.org/assi
sted-living-short-stay-suites  
 

Making Connections… 

Each week we send out an email 
with the bulletin, song sheet, and 
the You Tube link to that 
Sunday’s worship service. If you 
would like to be added to that 
email, please contact the office. 
Another way to get that link and 
service information is on our 
Facebook and Website. 
 
St. Mark’s also has a You Tube 
channel which will give you 
access to the service: 
https://www.youtube.com/chan
nel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
If you are having technical 
difficulties, please contact the 
office and Naomi will find 
someone who can help you! 
 

Query Book Discussion 
 
Query is a monthly 
book club for LGBTQIA+ 
individuals and friends.  

In March we will be reading two 
selections: 
 
“Beyond the Gender Binary” by 
Alok Vaid-Menon: In this book the 
author challenges the world to see 
gender not in black and white, but in 
full color. Taking from their own 
experiences as a gender-
nonconforming artist, they show us 
that gender is a malleable and 
creative form of expression. 

 
 “The New Queer Consciousness” 
by Adam Eli: In this installment, The 
New Queer Conscience, Voices4 
Founder and LGBTQIA+ activist 
Adam Eli offers a candid and 
compassionate introduction to 
queer responsibility. Eli calls on his 
Jewish faith to underline how 
kindness and support within the 
queer community can lead to a 
stronger global consciousness. More 
importantly, he reassures us that 
we're not alone. In fact, we never 
were. Because if you mess with one 
queer, you mess with us all. 

 
Contact Pastor Joe or Tammy if you 
have questions: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
or shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 

VIRTUAL TALK BY AUTHOR, 
Vaid-Menon 

 

The FM Area LGBTQ+ College 
Alliance has worked together to 
book a virtual talk by Alok Vaid-
Menon for Trans Day of Visibility 
on March 31, 2021. Their keynote 
will be free and open to the 
public to attend via Zoom, and 
the event will be livestreamed on 
Facebook 
@MSUMRainbowDragonCenter. 
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LENTEN PROJECT FOR MARCH 
 

We invite members and friends of St. Mark’s of all ages to make “Happy Spring Cards” for the 

Positive Hearts Group (formerly Minnkota) to be sent out in April. The members of Positive 

Hearts are people in the area who are living with HIV-AIDS. Normally they gather once a month 

for lunch (usually in Fargo/Moorhead) but because of the pandemic they are more isolated than 

ever. They, like many of us, have used Zoom meetings instead.  Pastor Joe has been instrumental 

in getting ELCA Hunger Grants to help them with food insecurity. We have also collected 

Christmas presents for them for the past two years. 

 

Getting first class mail (that’s not a bill!) is getting more and more rare these days – what a 

delight to receive a greeting in the mail! You can make the cards of any size, but remember they 

will go in the mail! We’ve chosen the theme of “Happy Spring.” 

 

Use your imagination! Include a poem or a favorite quote. Draw pictures. Paint. Color.  

 

We will collect your cards in the office and mail them out after Easter. 

 

If you are short on ideas, just Google “simple cards” and you will have plenty! 

 

 

 
            

                                         
 

                                                                                                              
 

                                                                                    


