
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                

    
  
 

When Christians discuss the inclusion of LGBTQ individuals in the Church, the discussion often centers around what’s 
been called the “clobber” verses—the six Biblical passages most often used to exclude queer individuals from faith 
communities. Like the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, verses from Leviticus, and the first chapter of St. Paul’s letter to  
the Romans. 
 
The readings for Sunday, May 2, include the story of the Ethiopian eunuch from Acts. A lot of preachers skip over this 
lesson or talk about this “eunuch” as someone who voluntarily chose celibacy. Yet the author of Acts seems to go out of 
their way to signal to the reader the many intersecting identities of this one person. In fact, besides Jesus himself, no other 
character in the Christian Bible is so fully described.  
 
In the first-century Roman world, “eunuch” was a term for a castrated male (whether born that way or due to a later 
surgery.) But the word also was used for men who weren’t attracted to women (who in cases like this eunuch could be 
trusted to care for the queen or female members of a royal court.) Today, they might identify as gay, or trans, or gender 
non-conforming, or asexual. 
 
What’s amazing about this often-overlooked passage is the message of inclusivity. Philip, an early convert to Christianity, 
doesn’t hesitate to speak with the unnamed African eunuch and answer his questions. The eunuch was living the reality of 
“intersectionality” (a word coined by the black feminist scholar Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw) long before it ever referred 
to those who walk in the intersection of race, gender, sexual orientation, and other aspects of social identity. 
 
This eunuch was queer, a person of color, and a foreigner. Any of those personal identities could have been used as an 
excuse by Philip to exclude the eunuch from the early church. Yet, when the eunuch asks to be baptized, the Spirit moves 
Philip to do so without hesitation. No need for a new Church polity, or years of theological study about the issue, or 
approval by a congregational council. Philip offers an authentic welcome. When the eunuch asks, “What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” Philip responds with a decisive “nothing!” 
 
So, from this early Church story, we have a model for unquestioning acceptance and radical inclusivity. A model that is 
still relevant today. Here at St. Mark’s, we have a history of inclusion. We voted to be “Reconciling in Christ” in 1991—
long before many Lutheran congregations were even considering whether to welcome LGBTQ individuals. St. Mark’s has 
committed itself to serving homeless individuals and advocating for immigrants and people of color in our community and 
state. And that continues to be our mission. 
 
The past year has changed the way we see ourselves and one another. I believe Jesus is calling us to examine how our 
ministry can be even more inclusive of those who have been excluded by other Christians or communities. I believe the 
Spirit is moving us, like Philip, to open our hearts and Church to all who long to be a member of a welcoming community. 
And to ask the question, “What is to prevent them from being baptized?” 
 
This month marks my fifth year of ministry with St. Mark’s. We have been through a lot together. And I’m looking 
forward to where the Spirit will lead us in the coming year. I’m grateful for every one of you and your support. 

- Pastor Joe 

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main 
Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on April 29, 2021, this is the May 
2021 Informant, Issue 5. 

 

             “A STORY OF INTERSECTIONALITY AND INCLUSIVITY” 
 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah… Now 
the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth….”  The 
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” - Acts 8:26-36 

 



 
“ART AND RELIGION” Interfaith Event:  May 9 & 23 
In May, St. Mark’s and Temple Beth El are offering a two-part interfaith series on “Art and Religion.” We are 
inviting people from both our congregations—as well as other interested individuals—to join together in this 
discussion. Each session will take place on Zoom, starting at 11:30 am (after St. Mark’s fellowship hour) on 
Sunday, May 9 and Sunday, May 23. David Myers of Temple Beth El will facilitate the discussions. Here is a 
summary of each session: 

 
Session 1 – May 9: Pastor Joe Larson of St. Mark’s will talk about his pandemic project 
and how creativity has been an important intersection of his Christian faith and his 
artwork. 

 
Session 2 – May 23:  Rabbi Janeen Kobrinsky of Temple Beth El Synagogue is also an 
artist.     During this session, she will share her artwork, including pieces based on 
Torah and Jewish traditions.    

    
Here is the Zoom meeting link (you need to pre-register) for both sessions: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89620548011?pwd=R00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLeWErTEc1UT09 

 
Query Book Discussion 

Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. May’s selection is “They Both 
Die at the End”, by Adam Silvera. In this novel Adam Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without 
death and no love without loss in this devastating yet uplifting story about two people whose lives 
change over the course of one unforgettable day. Silvera, 30, was born in South Bronx and is a 
New York Times best-selling author of young adult fiction novels. He is best known for his novels 
“They Both Die at the End” and “Infinity Son.” 

 
Query will meet on Tuesday, May 18, 5:30-7:30pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Joe or Tammy for the link: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or shvetapitha@gmail.com     
 
 

Book Reading: "Made, Known, Loved" with author Ross Murray – May 13, 2021 at 7pm 
 
Through the debates about the inclusion of LGBTQ people in the life of the church, one overlooked 
community is LGBTQ youth. Made, Known, Loved: Developing LGBTQ-Inclusive Youth Ministry 
builds on experience and wisdom cultivated through The Naming Project, a ministry created at the 
intersection of youth, faith, and LGBTQ identity. 
 

The book first helps congregation leaders and parents examine the values of the congregation and youth 
group. It focuses on keeping young people, including LGBTQ youth, safe and helping them feel respected and 
see themselves as beloved children of God. The book also provides a how-to manual for LGBTQ-inclusive 
youth ministry, sharing the best procedures and practices from the fifteen-plus years of The Naming Project’s 
ministry, including its ongoing summer camp. 
 

To join the book reading, please use the following link: 
Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucOispzkiGdZI1On0C6dajSvbN2bbOSB3  

 
This event is sponsored by Zandbroz Variety and St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Please share this event with your friends and family! 
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MAY 
CALENDAR      
 

 
May 2: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
May 2: Food Pantry Sunday 
May 1-5: Pastor Joe out of the 
office 
May 9: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
May 9: “Art and Religion” with 
Pastor Joe, 11:30am on Zoom 
May 13: Ross Murray’s Book 
Reading, 7pm 
May 15: Pastor Joe’s Art Show 
Open House, 1-4pm at our office 
building (RSBC) 
Apr 15: Council Meeting, 5:30pm 
May 16: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
May 16: St. Mark’s Semi-Annual 
Meeting, 11:15am 
May 18: Query, 5:30-7pm 
May 23: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
May 23: “Art and Religion” with 
Rabbi Janeen, 11:30am on Zoom 
May 24: Newsletter Articles Due 
May 27: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30  
am 
May 30: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Congrats to 
the Grads! 
 

 
Oliver Jensen, son of Tara and 
Clay Jensen, will graduate from 
North High School on Sunday, 
June 6, 2021. 
 
Isaac Leiseth, son of Tessa Moon 
Leiseth and Jon Leiseth, will 
graduate from Moorhead High 
School on Sunday, June 6, 2021. 

 

WORSHIP 
ASSISTANTS 
 
LECTORS: 
May  2: Lee Clarens 
May  9: Linda Graf 
May 16: Jane Radig 
May 23: Brian Buteyn 
May 30: Maxine Fagerland 
 
USHERS: 
May  2: Ruth Denton-Graber 
May  9: Stan Franek 
May 16: Maxine Fagerland 
May 23: Brian Buteyn 
May 30: Open 
 

CAMERA TECHS: 
May  2: Tara Jensen 
May  9: Kim Johnson 
May 16: Tara Jensen 
May 23: Kim Johnson 
May 30: Linda Hamann 

 
May Gospel 
Readings 
 
May 2: Easter 5 
John 15:1-8 

Christ the vine 

 
May 9: Easter 6 
John 15:9-17 

Christ the friend and lover 
 

May 16: Easter 7 
John 17:6-19 
Christ’s prayer for his disciples 
 
May 23: Pentecost Sunday 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Christ sends the Spirit of truth 
 
May 30: Trinity Sunday 
John 3:1-17 

Entering the reign of God through 

water and the Spirit 

 
 

ZOOM NOTES…  
 
ZOOM LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP 

HOUR: - May 2, 16, & 30 
 

▪ https://us02web.zoom.us/

meeting/register/tZUpcuuh

rTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7E

wBDLyL 

 

ZOOM LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP 
& ART and RELIGION SERIES:  
May 9 & 23 
 

▪ https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/89620548011?pwd=R
00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLe
WErTEc1UT09 

 
CURIOUS  
ABOUT COUNCIL? 

 

 
St. Mark’s Church Council will 
have open seats starting the 
second half of May. If you are 
curious about what being on 
Council involves or the time 
commitment needed to serve our 
congregation in this way, please 
reach out to a current council 
member or Tara Jensen, 
President, at 701-899-1255 or 
tarajensen96@gmail.com to 
learn more or get involved. 
 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

MAY 23        

  

 
 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-4-4/2198
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MUSIC NOTES 
  

by Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 

 
One will feel like playing rhythm instruments such as maracas, shakers, or a tambourine when we 
sing our Hymn of the Day on May 2, “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ.” The melody is adapted 
from a Jamaican folk tune!   
 

The text was originated by Fred Kaan who lived in Geneva, Switzerland.  A neighbor of his, Doreen Potter 
asked him to set text to this tune that she had adapted.  Fred decided to write it as a celebratory hymn for the 
eucharist: “Communion Calypso.” The tune and text were included in a book, Break Not the Circle (1975) and 
used at the meetings of the World Council of Churches in Nairobi in 1975 and in Vancouver in 1983. 
 

Dorren Potter was born in Panama, went to school in Jamaica, trained as a teacher of music and English at St. 
Katharine’s College in Liverpool, England and then went on to specialize in class music teaching at Trinity 
College in London.  After moving to Switzerland and meeting Fred Kaan, she wrote other tunes for him in 
addition to this one.  She was also credited with revising the Cantate Domino (1980) which was published by 
Oxford University Press. 
 

Enjoy the bouncy rhythm and wonderful words of joy as we prepare for communion on Sunday!  
*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 

 
 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING ON MAY 16, 2021 
 

The month of May brings showers, flowers, graduations, and Annual Meetings! The council has chosen a 
“hybrid” model so one can attend in-person at the synagogue or from home through Zoom. The agenda of 
the meeting includes election of council members and reports from the council and Pastor Joe. Please join 
your fellow members in discussion and discernment as we continue to answer God’s call through the 
ministries of St. Mark’s. Here is the Zoom link for the meeting: 
 

 ZOOM LINK for FELLOWSHIP TIME (11am) and SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING (11:15am) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 

           Meeting ID: 814 5293 8496         Passcode: 805687 
           To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PASTOR JOE’S ART ON DISPLAY! 
We are excited to announce that Pastor 
Joe’s art exhibit will be on display at the 
Regional Small Business Center from 
May 15, 2021, through the end of July! 
The Open House is from 1-4pm on May 
15. Many of his Facebook friends have 
been enjoying the posts of his artwork 
this past year and now all of us are 
invited to see his paintings in person!  

 

 

 

 

                            “A Pastor’s 

Pandemic Art Project” 

   JOE A. LARSON 
          EXHIBIT OPENING 
Saturday    May 15      1-4 pm 
    417 Main Avenue, Fargo 
 
       presented by The Arts Partnership 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL


 

ANNUAL GERANIUM SALE at BETHANY HOMES: Please contact Jane Radig at 701-

239-4386 to order geraniums from the Bethany Auxiliary fundraiser. Each plant costs $5.25 
and comes in white, red, pink, or salmon. Order blanks are also available at the office. 
Deadline to order is May 3. 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 

…that Bethany Retirement Living offers Transitional Care? If your physician recommends transitional care 
to help your recovery process, we can help you heal as safely and quickly as possible. Transitional Care is 
available on a short-term basis for those who are well enough to leave hospital care after an injury, illness, 
or surgery but not quite ready to resume all the daily activities at home. Services include (but are not 
limited to) social services, rehabilitative therapy, PT/OT/ST, diet and nutrition counseling, exercise and 
social programming, pharmacy services, wellness care, spiritual care and more. For more information, 
contact Heidi Escobar, Director of Admissions, at 701.239.3518 or hescobar@bethanynd.org.

 
CHURCHES UNITED UPDATE by Jane Radig 
 

Silver Linings Update: 

• Funding has been approved 
• Close financing: Sept or Oct 2021 
• Break ground: late 2021 
• Residents mov in: Late 2022 

 
New Overflow Shelter 

 

• New temporary overflow shelter for accompanied females over age 18 
• 35 beds of additional overflow space located in South Moorhead (the old Montessori School) 
• Churches United will provide beds, meals, and other services 

 
Dorothy Day Food Pantries 
 

• Dorothy Day Food Pantry – West Fargo will have a new location in August 
• Dorothy Day Food Pantry – Moorhead provides food 1x/month per households.      
• Dorothy Day Food Pantry – West Fargo provides food 1x/week per household 
• Beginning in June, each household may visit either pantry 2x/month 

 

Emergency Food Pantry Sunday by Jane Radig 

Sunday, May 2, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. It is nice to finally be able to support the 
Emergency Food Pantry again once a month. 

The Emergency Food pantry needs peanut butter, rice (1# bags white or brown rice), toilet paper, bar soap, 
baby wipes, diapers (size 5 or 6), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, and laundry soap. They also accept other 
non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and grocery bags – paper, plastic, or fabric.   

Donated items may be brought directly to the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, Fargo) between 8:00am and 4:00pm, 
Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the warehouse door to put your donations in. They also 
have bins to collect donations at: Hornbacher’s, Family Fare and CashWise.

Financial Donations: Mail a check to Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 58108 or donate on-
line at emergencyfoodpantry.com. 
 



 


