
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A lot of Christians think about a “born-again” conversion experience when they read these verses from the Gospel of 
John. In many translations, Jesus talks about being “born again.” We’ve all heard that verse before. But we probably don’t 
remember the story behind it. Nicodemus was a Jewish teacher who came to see Jesus in secret. There’s a lot of 
symbolism in this story. This man comes in the middle of the night to see Jesus, who in the Gospel of John is the light of 
the World.  
 
Nicodemus is confused about what Jesus says about being “born again.” The version we read on Sundays (New Revised 
Standard Version) translates it as “born from above.” For centuries, pastors and theologians have argued about that. 
Today, many Christians divide themselves into two camps according to their notion of being born again. For some, it 
describes what happened when they surrendered their lives to God and invited Jesus into their heart.  
 
For a lot of us Lutherans, that kind of personal conversion is not part of our faith journey or our theology of grace. For 
some of us, that way of looking at being born again is too focused on one type of religious experience, and often linked to 
a theology focused on condemning others. In his book, The Heart of Christianity, the theologian Marcus Borg writes: 
"When being born again leads to a rigid kind of righteousness, judgmentalism, and sharp boundaries between an in-group 
and an out-group, it's… not a genuine born-again experience." * 
 
I believe that is not what the author of John’s Gospel intended. When John writes, “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life,” it is followed by John 
3:17: “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world.” John’s gospel is full of stories about people who 
come to Jesus in desperate need of grace, with no strings attached. Jesus speaks about grace with a Samaritan woman, 
divorced from several husbands. God heals a man blind from birth, whose blindness is interpreted by others as a 
punishment for sin. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, a friend Jesus loved so much that he openly wept. Jesus forgives 
Peter who denied Jesus three times. 
 
That’s the kind of people Jesus speaks to—people in difficult situations. And that’s specifically for whom the story of 
Nicodemus is written. It’s for our transgender siblings—especially youth who have been targeted by various bills and 
laws throughout our nation. It’s for African Americans, for whom this week marks the anniversary of George Floyd’s 
death. It’s for our Jewish community members, facing attacks and hatred for their faith in the God of Israel. It’s for our 
Muslim neighbors, who may wonder whether they are welcome in this community. It’s for those of us who continue to 
struggle with depression and grief in response to all that has happened in the past year. 
 
God’s grace is specifically for us during the times in our lives when it’s difficult to believe that we are loved. And that is 
the promise of being “born again” in God. For on the day of our birth and our baptism, God promised that we would 
always be beloved children—fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God. That is the specific promise God still 
offers to you and to me, no matter what we are facing today.  
 
Grace is also the center of our lives together at St. Mark’s. It is the basis of our welcoming ministry. I hope you can take 
the promise of God’s grace for you to heart today. 
 
- Pastor Joe 
 

---------------------------------- 
*Marcus Borg, The Heart of Christianity: Discovering a Life of Faith (San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 2003), p. 104. 
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“BORN AGAIN” 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” – John 3:1-3 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.”  - John 3:16-17 
 
 
 

 

 



   
   
June 6: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
June 6: Food Pantry Sunday 
June 8: Query, 5:30-7pm 
June 13: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
June 17: Council Meeting, 
5:30pm 
June 20: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
June 27: In-Person Worship 
Service and live on You Tube, 
10am 
June 28: Newsletter Articles Due 
July 1: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30  
am 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 
PASTOR JOE’S ART SHOW 
continues July 1-31.  
 
FM PRIDE WEEK: 
August 12-15 
 
Eastern ND Synod Assembly: 
August 14-15 
-------------------------------------------- 

    
What are you 

doing this 

summer? 

 

Fishing, camping, hiking, golfing, 

scuba diving, biking, jump roping, 

sleeping, reading, catching up with 

friends and relatives?? No matter 

how you spend these summer 

days we hope you enjoy yourself, 

relax and have safe travels!  

Remember, you can tune in to 

You-Tube for St. Mark’s worship! 

WORSHIP 
ASSISTANTS 
 
LECTORS: 
June   6: Open 
June 13: Elna Solvang 
June 20: Haley Kroshus 
June 27: Lee Clarens 
 
USHERS: 
June   6: Charlie Jordan 
June 13: Stan Franek 
June 20: Brian Buteyn 
June 27: Open 
 
CAMERA TECHS: 
June   6: Kim Johnson 
June 13: Adam Johnston 
June 20: Kim Johnson 
June 27: Tara Jensen 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
June   6: Naomi Franek 
June 13: Elna Solvang 
June 20: Mary Jane Haugen 
June 27: Tammy Lanaghan 
 
SONGLEADER 
June   6: Tammy Lanaghan 
June 13: Open 
June 20: Open 
June 27: Tammy Lanaghan 
 
BREAD: 
June   6: Tammy Lanaghan 
June 13: Open 
June 20: Naomi Franek 
June 27: Tammy Lanaghan 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
ZOOM LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP 

HOUR IN JUNE: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/

register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGq

X_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 

 

June Gospel 
Readings 
 
June 6: Pentecost 2 
Mark 3:20-35 
Doing the work of God as siblings 
of Christ 
 

June 13: Pentecost 3 
Mark 4:26-34 
The parable of the mustard seed 
 

June 20: Pentecost 4 
Mark 4:35-41 
Christ calming the sea 
 

June 27: Pentecost 5 
Mark 5:21-43 
Christ healing a woman and 
Jairus’s daughter 
 

St. Mark’s Semi-Annual 
Meeting Held in May 
Another Annual Meeting is in the 
books! If you were unable to attend 
and would like a copy of the Annual 
Report, there are copies at church 
and in the office. 
 
The newly elected council members 
are Ruth Denton-Graber (3 yr. term) 
and Anna Burger (2 yr. term). Also, 
Jane Radig (1 yr. term) was 
appointed by the Church Council at 
their meeting on May 20th to fill out 
the term of Jay Jansen, who 
resigned. Many thanks to Ruth, 
Anna, and Jane for stepping into 
these leadership roles for St. Mark’s. 
 
We are so grateful to our outgoing 
council members Maxine Fagerland, 
Mel Jacobson, and Jay Jansen for 
their service. This past year has been 
especially challenging with the 
pandemic and transitioning to online 
worship and events!  
 
The 2021-2022 Council Members 
are as follows: Anna Burger, Ruth 
Denton-Graber, Tara Jensen, Tammy 
Lanaghan, Jane Radig, Peter Schott, 
Elna Solvang, and Pastor Joe. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL


 

MUSIC NOTES* 
The first song I think of in the month of June is “June is Busting Out All Over.”  But unfortunately, that is from 
the musical, Carousel, and not in our hymnbook.  The Sunday of June 20th has a lot of images of seeds, trees, 
flowers, etc., in the readings and one hymn that speaks of these images is #681 - We Plow the Fields and 
Scatter.  The text of the hymn speaks of this as follows: 
 
 “We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land. 
 but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand, 
 who sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain. 
 the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 
 
 You only are the maker of all things near and far. 
 You paint the wayside flower, you light the evening star. 
 The winds and waves obey you, by you the birds are fed;  
 much more to us, your children, you give our daily bread. 
 
 We thank you, our creator, for all things bright and good, 
 the seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 
 No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts, 
 but what you most would treasure - our humble, thankful hearts.  
 
Refrain:  All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above. 
   We thank you, Lord, we thank you, Lord, for all your love.” 
 
Matthias Claudius wrote an idyllic portrayal of country life in 1782 for a newspaper in Germany including four- 
line stanzas that peasants sang on their way to a harvest feast.  From these verses, Jane Campbell translated 
them into English into three stanzas and an added refrain in 1861.  It appeared in the LBW of 1978 with 
further alterations and then to the ELW. The tune WIR PFLUGEN, came from a group of melodies used for 
public schools in Germany that is defined as ‘something of a polished rustic tune.’ 
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 

*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal Companion 

 
Query Book Discussion 

Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. Our May meeting was 
cancelled so our book selection remains, “They Both Die at the End”, by Adam Silvera. In this 
novel Adam Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without death and no love without loss in 
this devastating yet uplifting story about two people whose lives change over the course of 
one unforgettable day. Silvera, 30, was born in South Bronx and is a New York Times best-
selling author of young adult fiction novels. Join us on June 8, 5:30-7pm on Zoom.  Contact 
Pastor Joe or Tammy for the link: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or shvetapitha@gmail.com   

 

   
PASTOR JOE’S PANDEMIC ART SHOW continues through July 31st at the Regional Small 
Business Center on Main Avenue in Fargo. His paintings are hung on first floor as well as in 
the church’s office suite #401 on fourth floor. The Open House on May 15th was a huge 
success with over 50 people in attendance! Nineteen of Pastor Joe’s paintings have been 
sold with proceeds going to St. Mark’s.  
 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com


Emergency Food Pantry Sunday  

Sunday, June 6, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. In May we collected 12 lbs. of 
donations. It would be nice if we could increase that amount in June. 

The Emergency Food pantry needs peanut butter, rice (1# bags white or brown rice), toilet paper, bar 
soap, baby wipes, diapers (size 5 or 6), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, and laundry soap. They also 
accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and grocery bags – paper, plastic, or fabric.   

Donated items may be brought directly to the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, Fargo) between 8:00am and 4:00pm, 
Monday through Friday. They also have bins to collect donations at: Hornbacher’s, Family Fare and 
CashWise. Financial Donations: Mail a check to Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 58108 or 
donate on-line at emergencyfoodpantry.com.  – Jane Radig 

Food Pantry Volunteer Opportunity… 
  

Stacie Loegering, the Executive Director of the Emergency Food Pantry contacted me and asked if St. 
Mark’s would be willing to volunteer at the Emergency Food Pantry the week of June 14. They are looking 
for 2 to 4 volunteers for the afternoons of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 1:00 to 4:00. If you 
would like to volunteer but can’t in the afternoon, they have shifts available in the morning from 9:30 to 
12:00, Monday through Thursday. 

The Monday afternoon shift is already filled. So far, I have 1 person volunteering on Tuesday afternoon 
and 1 person volunteering on Friday afternoon. Volunteers are required to wear masks. It is recommended 
that you wear sturdy shoes that cover your toes as the floor is concrete. Some volunteers like to bring a 
sweater or sweatshirt. 

Please contact me by phone, 701-239-4386, or by email, radigjt@hotmail.com, or let me know at church if 
you would be interested in volunteering. – Jane Radig 

 
 SUMMER PLANNING FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE…  

 St. Mark’s Education committee met in May to discuss plans for the summer:  

• We hope to recruit some volunteers to share an activity with the newly formed “Project RAI” group 
which is an organization that supports LGBTQ+ youth and their families.  

• A picnic in July with members of Temple Beth El has been suggested, but no date has been 
confirmed.  

• Also, at TBE, possibly a neighborhood event on “National Night Out” on August 3.  

• We have set the dates for a confirmation class to meet August 9 – 13  from 9am – Noon.  

• FYI: The presentations on Religion and Art by Rabbi Janeen and Pastor Joe have been rescheduled 
for September 19 and 26. 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

…Bethany Retirement Living offers unique dining opportunities for residents, families, 
volunteers AND THE PUBLIC?  If you are looking for a unique dining alternative, the 42nd Street Diner at 
Bethany on 42nd or the University Café at Bethany on University might be just the answer. From omelets to 
hash browns to hot sandwiches, burgers, soups and salads, the 42nd Street Diner and the University Café 
have something for every palate. And…you can pre-order on the Bethany website at www.bethany.org. It 
couldn’t be simpler and the food is great! Come join us!

mailto:radigjt@hotmail.com
http://www.bethany.org/


 


