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CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Joe Larson 
Administrative Assistant: Sydney Thoreson 
Music Director: Alpha Roeszler 
Bookkeeper: Jeannie Baskerville 
 

CONTACT - (701) 235-5591 (Office) 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
Facebook: St Mark’s Lutheran Church Fargo 
Website: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

WORSHIP LOCATION - Temple Beth El, 

809 11th Avenue South, Fargo, ND 

OFFICE & MAIL - 417 Main Avenue, 
Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

2021-2022 

Pr. Joe Larson 
Anna Burger 
Ruth Denton-Graber 
Tara Jensen 
Tammy Lanaghan 
Jane Radig 
Peter Schott 
Elna Solvang 

 

OFFICERS 
President: Tara 
Vice-Pres: Peter 
Secretary: Jane  
Treasurer: Linda  
Hamann (non-council  
member) 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Mark’s Lutheran 

Church is an  

inclusive fellowship 

of God’s people  

centered in  

Word and Sacrament  

and dedicated 

to serving our urban  

neighborhood and the  

wider community. 

 

RIC 

St. Mark’s is a  

“Reconciling in Christ” 

Congregation,  

welcoming all to  

God’s unconditional  

love and grace. 

WORSHIP: Sundays at 10 a.m. 

IN-PERSON and Livestreamed 

on St. Mark’s YouTube Channel 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DECEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS 

Date Lector Songleader Altar Guild Usher Camera Tech 

Dec 5 
(Sun) 

Mary Jane 
Haugen 

Ryu Kroshus Naomi Franek 
Carly Gaddie 

Amelia Gaddie 
Linda Hamman 

Dec 12 
(Sun) 

Jane Radig Tara Jensen  Stanley Franek Tara Jensen 

Dec 15* 
(Wed) 

     

Dec 19 
(Sun) 

Helen Beth 
Kuhens 

Tara Jensen Mary Jane Haugen 
Ruth Denton-

Graber 
Tara Jensen 

Dec 22* 
(Wed) 

     

Dec 24* 
(Fri) 

1. Elna Solvang 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 Naomi Franek   

Dec 26 
(Sun) 

Elna Solvang  Elna Solvang   

          On Sunday, Dec. 5th, our Gathering hymn is #264 - “Prepare the Royal Highway”. One would think we were 
          singing a Palm Sunday hymn with the allusions to the following: Verse 1 based on Isaiah 40:3-5 is where a                  
          highway for the King of kings is made straight. By the third stanza, the King is welcomed with gates flung 
open as in Psalm 24:7-10. Palms strew the way with hosannas as at Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Peace, freedom, justice, 
truth, and love with sounding praise reflect Isaiah 40 and the following chapters.   
This jubilant hymn was contributed by Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847) but was later translated for the LBW by the  
Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship.  
 
Franzen was a Swede born in Finland with a background ranging from a salesman, librarian, editor for a newspaper to a  
professor of the history of literature. In 1803, he was ordained and became a pastor in a rural parish were his skill as a hymn 
writer developed. He contributed twenty-nine hymns during that time and then became a bishop of a diocese which was part 
of the Lapland.   
 
The tune BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN matches the text by dancing along with a background rhythm. It was first  
included in a manuscript from 1694 and then published in 1697 in an edition Then Swenska Psalmboken.   
 
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 

 
**ATTENTION** : For December we are in need of song leaders as well as special music for anytime this month.  
Unfortunately the choir is still not meeting until we are free of masks. 

*MUSIC NOTES 

**The stars next to the dates indicate that the worship service is being held on days other than just Sunday. On 

Wednesday December 15th and 22nd, the only position we need filled is the usher slot. On Friday December 

24th (Christmas Eve), we will need 5 lectors to do the readings. 

SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors, song leaders, camera 
techs, and altar guild. Just click on the link below and you will see the easy sign-up sheet for December and January. If you 
prefer to call Sydney at the office, you can also sign up that way – 701.235.5591. Thank you! 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 
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St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - August 18, 2021 
Due to the increased cases of Covid-19 and its variants, although not required for the fully vaccinated, members are encouraged  
to resume wearing masks during inside worship services and while singing. The exchange of peace and Holy Communion will  
continue to be shared in a contact free manner.  Coffee Hour remains suspended until further notice. Hand Sanitizer and masks  
are available in the worship space. Please observe social distancing guidance of 6 feet apart from those outside your household.   

        - St. Mark’s Church Council 

 CHURCHES UNITED INFORMATION 

The new campaign theme for Churches United is Here for Every 
Neighbor 

The Gourmet Soup Kitchen is postponed to Monday, March 14, 
2022. 

At Micah’s Mission they are working on a full remodel of the  
basement which will include 8 family rooms, 3 bathrooms, and 1 
case manager office in one half. The other half will include a suite of 
offices for the developmental and financial teams as well as some 
conference and meeting rooms. 

A recent study has shown that the Bright Sky Apartments have 
saved the community about one million dollars per year. The  
savings come from reductions in cost for emergency services,  
hospital visits, ER visits, evictions and all that entails. 

Churches United is looking at January 2022 to close on the funding 
for Silver Linings. Ground-breaking hopefully will be in February 
2022. Construction will take 10-12 months with the first tenants  
moving in late 2022 or early 2023. 

 

Emergency Food Pantry Sunday 

Sunday, December 5, will be Emergency Food Pantry 
Sunday. Our November donations equaled 56 lbs.  
Between the donations in October and November we 
have made 2 full football fields and 32 yards of a 
third football field.  

A reminder that we are seeing how many football 
fields we can create by the end of the year. Every 1 
lb. in donations is the equivalent of 2-yard lines. In  
December we would need to collect 34 lbs. of  
donations to complete our third football field, 59 lbs. 
to complete 3 ½ football fields, and 84 lbs. to  
complete 4 football fields. How many football fields 
will we make in December?   

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry  
include peanut butter, rice (one-pound bag of white  
or brown rice), toilet paper, bar soap, baby wipes,  
diapers (size 5 or 6), dish soap, multi-purpose  
cleaner, and laundry soap. Besides these items, they 
also accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene 
items, and paper, plastic, and fabric grocery bags.  
If you will not be in church but would still like to  
donate items, they may be brought to the pantry 
(1101 4 Ave N, Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, 
Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the 
warehouse door to put your donations in. They also 
have bins to collect donations at the following  
grocery stores: all area Hornbacher’s, Family Fare 
locations in Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo, and 
CashWise in Fargo.  

If you would prefer to support the Emergency Food 
Panty financially, you may either mail a check to  
Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 
58108 or by donating on-line by going to their  
website, emergencyfoodpantry.com, and clicking on 
the “How You Can Help” tab. You may also write a 
check out to St. Marks with “Emergency Food  
Pantry” listed on the memo line. 

Did you know… 
…that Bethany Retirement Living is a recognized leader in 
providing quality care to the seniors in the region. Among 
the special services provided is care for residents with  
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia. The  
caring employees on our Memory Care Unit are specially 
trained to assist the residents and their families through a 
very challenging phase of their lives. In addition to the 
Memory Care Unit, our caregivers on other units complete 
a Certified Dementia Care Specialist training program to 
professionally assist residents in early stages of dementia. 
For more information about Bethan’s care for residents 
with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia, visit the 
website at: 
www.bethanynd.org/services/memory-care/ or contact 
701.239.3529. 
 

              WEATHER-RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In case of inclement weather the Pastor will cancel 

by 7:00am for Sunday Worship WDAY will be notified 

as well as the cancellation will be noted on St. Mark’s 

website. 

NEW MEMBERS?!?  
Are you interested in becoming a member of 
our St. Mark’s congregation? If you are  
interested, please contact Pastor Joe at  
612-750-5079 or  
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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DECEMBER 

Calendar 

  

 

 

 

Dec 2: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9am 

Dec 5: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10am  

Dec 5: Food Pantry Sunday 

Dec 12: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10am 

Dec 16: Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm 

Dec 19: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10am 

Dec 22: Newsletter articles due 

Dec 24: Christmas Eve/In-Person Worship Service and live on  
YouTube, 7pm 

Dec 25: Merry Christmas! 

Dec 26: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10am 

Dec 29: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9am 

MID-WEEK ADVENT WORSHIP:  

When:  

• Wednesday December 1, 8, 15, and 22 at 6:30pm.    

Where:  

• December 1 and 8 services will be held at St. John Lutheran  
        in Fargo. 
• December 15 and 22 services will be held at Temple Beth El.  

(As of right now these will be in-person services only, not online but if  
this changes, the office will let everyone know.) 

 
GOSPEL READINGS: 

Dec 5:  
Luke 3:1-6 
Prepare the way of the Lord  
 
Dec 12:  
Luke 3:7-18 
One more powerful is coming, baptizing with fire  
 
Dec 19:  
Luke 1:39-45 
Blessed are you among women / My soul magnifies the Lord  
 
Dec 24: 
Luke 2:1-14 
God with us  
 
Dec 26:   
Luke 2:41-52 
The boy Jesus increased in wisdom, and in divine and human favor  

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2021 

You are invited to purchase poinsettia 
plants for the sanctuary for Christmas. The 
plants will cost $10.00 each. The deadline 
to order through the church is Sunday,  
December 12. 

Please send a check payable to St. Mark’s  
Lutheran Church with your order to the 
church office, or place your check and order 
form in the offering plate on Sunday. Call 
the church office with any questions,  
(701) 235-5591. 
 

Name: ______________________________ 

____________________________________       

Phone: _____________________________ 

____________________________________ 

In Memory of:                               

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

In Honor of:  

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____ I wish to leave my plant at church. 
 
____ I wish to pick up my plant. (Please pick 
up anytime after the Christmas Eve Service.) 
 
____ OTHER: 
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THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 417 Main Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on 
December 2 2021, this is the DECEMBER 2021 Informant, Issue 12. 

A SEASON OF PROMISES & HOPE 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will cause a righteous branch to spring up for David… [who] 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. - Jeremiah 33:14-16 

As we get ready for the season of Advent, one  
cannot read this prophecy of a “righteous Branch” 
springing up without thinking about a coming  
messiah. We Christians believe Jesus was that  
branch. Though, of course, our Jewish friends do  
not agree. 
 
Worshiping at Temple Beth El for the past two  
years has made me re-examine how I read these  
texts from the Hebrew Bible, both in terms of some  
of the ways these verses have been used to exclude  
and condemn Jewish people, as well as how we  
share some of the same hopes that these promises  
offer during difficult times. 
 
In its original context, these promises are spoken to  
address a dire situation. The armies of  
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, are advancing  
on Jerusalem. Ultimately, the walls of the city will  
be torn down, Solomon’s Temple will be destroyed,  
and the Jewish king and leaders will become  
refugees in a foreign land. Even the prophet  
Jeremiah himself will be thrown into jail. 
 
In the midst of the worst scenario imaginable,  
Jeremiah offers words of hope—that God will  
someday restore the people to their homeland  
and Jerusalem will be rebuilt. God also promises  
to restore the royal Davidic line, but the hoped-for  
Jewish king never appeared. And interpretation  
of this text was shifted to apply to a future messiah 
(which we Christians claim was fulfilled by Jesus.)  
 
But what if this passage might also be about  
promises that people and God fail to keep? That  
kind of disappointment is not unusual, no matter  
kind of tragedy an individual or people may face.  
For example, people may promise to be with you  
when a loved one dies, but a couple years later  
forget about the anniversary of their death. People 
may promise to support a specific cause that’s  
important to you, but move on to a different more-
sexy issue later. People my promise to help you find  
a job, but not always follow through on speaking to 
their boss about you. 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes that kind of disappointment can also  
happen in what we expect from God. Sometimes  
God fails to answer our prayers for healing a loved 
one, for relief from depression or grief, or for help 
with a financial situation. And yet, God promises to  
be with us no matter what does or doesn’t happen. 
The Hebrew word “Emmanuel”—which we use a  
lot during Advent—means “God with us.”   
 
As Christians, we believe that God became one with  
us in Jesus. And that the “incarnation” is a promise  
fulfilled both in the past and in our lives today. That 
Jesus came to reveal God’s love for all people—
whatever their religion or spirituality, culture or  
country of origin, sexual orientation or gender  
identity. 
 
What gives me hope is when communities and  
individuals with major differences come together to  
seek to understand one another better, and to work  
on joint projects that help us see our shared values. 
Like our new sponsorship of a refugee family with 
Temple Beth El and St. John Lutheran. Like our  
Welcome Connection project and community  
organizing training with Isaiah Minnesota. Like our 
decision to do Wednesday evening services during  
Advent with St. John Lutheran (see page 6 for more 
info.) 
 
This Advent, I hope you will find new ways to see  
promises in your life and our community that are  
fulfilled, perhaps in unexpected and surprising  
ways. And that you might help to make promises  
happen in the life of someone you know.  
 
- Pastor Joe 
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REFUGEE FAMILY SPONSORSHIP:   
In November, St. Mark's—along with St. John Lutheran and Temple Beth El—made the decision to 
jointly welcome and sponsor an Afghan refugee family (two parents and ten children), who  
arrived in Fargo on November 19. Members of all three congregations met them at Hector Airport, 
and it was a joyful time!  
 
Our church council voted to make a financial sponsorship for them through Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service (which rents one of our offices). Additional donations are welcome (checks 
should be made out to LIRS—with a note that it’s for this family), and can be mailed to or dropped 
off at our church office.  
 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed so far! Along with our congregational commitment, St. 
Mark’s has raised $2,800 in sponsorship funds (each congregation is collecting their own  
donations.) LIRS will also need new warm clothing, household supplies, Visa gift cards, and other 
items for the family. We will send out email updates regarding what’s needed as time goes on. This 
will be a long-term relationship with them, with a variety of ways to get involved. 

Photo caption: 
Thanks to Cindy  
Roholt for creating  
welcome signs in  
Pashto, the family’s  
native language! 
The father kept one  
of the sheets as a  
momento of the day. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo caption: 
The children range in  
age from less-than-a- 
year to young adult.  
Only one son speaks  
some English. 


