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CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Joe Larson 
Administrative Assistant: Sydney Thoreson 
Music Director: Alpha Roeszler 
Bookkeeper: Jeannie Baskerville 
 

CONTACT - (701) 235-5591 (Office) 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
Facebook: St Mark’s Lutheran Church Fargo 
Website: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

WORSHIP LOCATION - Temple Beth El, 

809 11th Avenue South, Fargo, ND 

OFFICE & MAIL - 417 Main Avenue, 
Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

2021-2022 

Pr. Joe Larson 
Anna Burger 
Ruth Denton-Graber 
Tara Jensen 
Tammy Lanaghan 
Jane Radig 
Peter Schott 
Elna Solvang 

 

OFFICERS 
President: Tara 
Vice-Pres: Peter 
Secretary: Jane  
Treasurer: Linda  
Hamann (non-council mem-
ber) 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Mark’s Lutheran 

Church is an  

inclusive fellowship 

of God’s people  

centered in  

Word and Sacrament  

and dedicated 

to serving our urban  

neighborhood and the  

wider community. 

 

RIC 

St. Mark’s is a  

“Reconciling in Christ” 

Congregation,  

welcoming all to God’s  

unconditional  

love and grace. 

WORSHIP: Sundays at 10 a.m. 

IN-PERSON and Livestreamed 

on St. Mark’s YouTube Channel 



THANK YOU TO OUR NOVEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS 

  

Date 

 
Lector 

  

Songleader 

  

Altar Guild/Bread 

  

Usher 

  

Camera Tech 

  

Nov 7 

Jane Radig  Ryu Kroshus Mary Jane Haugen Stanley Franek   

  

Nov 14 

Maxine 
Fagerland 

Adam Johnston Naomi Franek Carly Gaddie 

Amelia Gaddie 

Linda Hamann 

  

Nov 21 

 Linda Graf     Charlie Jordan  Brian Buteyn-
Soeby 

  

Nov 28 

Elna Solvang   Elna Solvang   Adam Johnston 

*MUSIC NOTES 

          On Nov. 14th, our hymn of the day will be a spiritual, #438 - “My Lord, What a Morning”.  There is  
                     an interesting background to this hymn in the spelling of the word, ‘morning’ as some hymnals use  
                    the word ‘mourning’. The African American Heritage Hymnal of 2001 uses the later basing it on the  
biblical passage from Matthew 24:29, “Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened… 
and the stars will fall from heaven”—which fits the hymn’s refrain quite closely.  If ‘mourning’ is the spelling, 
or the homophonous sense of ‘mourning’ is understood when the spelling is not seen, then something like Amos 
8:9-10 is suggested —where the sun goes down and feasts turn into mourning.  The spelling in our  
hymnal, the ELW using ‘morning’ is based on interpretation of James Weldon Johnson saying that both spellings 
can be understood simultaneously.  Other biblical references to this hymn are 1 Corinthians 15:52 and  
Revelation 6:13. 
 
The tune for this hymn, BURLEIGH, is named for Harry T. Burleigh.  It is suggested that the hymn’s structure 
can be using a soloist or small group for the stanzas and the whole assembly for the refrain. But the text is  
repetitious and has only one line with different words from stanza to stanza.  Thus, assemblies can easily sing 
through the whole hymn with no problem. Therefore, enjoy the singing even though it is very pensive for the 
text. 

 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 
*Excerpts from this article are from ELW Hymnal Companion published by Augsburg Fortress. 

SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors, song 
leaders, camera techs, and altar guild. Just click on the link below and you will see the easy sign-up sheet for 
October and November. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 

NEW MEMBERS?!? Are you interested in becoming a member of our St. Mark’s congregation?  
We will be receiving new members on Sunday, November 7, which is All Saints Sunday.  
If you are interested, please contact Pastor Joe at 612-750-5079 or pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


 
Notes from Tara       

 
Friends,  
Fall is officially arrived! As we make the transition to our fall schedules, I hope to see even more of you in person  
at services on Sundays at 10 am. It is so good to be back in person. We are also so fortunate to have the option to 
join in from home through our YouTube Channel when we are not able to attend in person. 
 

Thank you for your continued patience and loving protection of your neighbor as we continue to recommend mask 
wearing and social distance policies during worship. This has been a long journey, but we have adapted well and 
kept one another safe in the process. Your support is appreciated! 
 

Please help me extend a warm welcome to our new Administrative Assistant, Sydney Thoreson. Sydney has  
experience in front desk and office administration and lives in Moorhead. She has a pet rabbit named Walter.  
Please stop into the office, call, or email to introduce yourself and welcome Sydney to the St. Mark’s family.  
 

In Peace,  
Tara Jensen, St. Mark’s Council 

CHURCHES UNITED INFORMATION 

GOURMET SOUP KITCHEN: The Gourmet Soup Kitchen, which was originally scheduled for Thursday, November 11, 
2021, has been postponed to Monday, March 14, 2022. Please watch the Informant for more information closer to that 
time. 
 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 7, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. Our October donations equaled 60 lbs. so we have  

created almost 1 ¼ football fields. 

 

A reminder that we are seeing how many football fields we can create by the end of the year. Every 1 lb. in donations is 
the equivalent of 2-yard lines. In November, will we collect enough to make another full football field? Since there are 
100 yards in a football field, it would take 50 lbs. of donations to make 1 football field. Will we make 1, 2, or more? 

 

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry include peanut butter, rice (one-pound bag of white or brown rice),  
toilet paper, bar soap, baby wipes, diapers (size 5 or 6), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, and laundry soap. Besides 
these items, they also accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and paper, plastic, and fabric grocery 
bags. If you will not be in church but would still like to donate items, they may be brought to the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, 
Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the warehouse door to put your 
donations in. They also have bins to collect donations at several area grocery stores. If you would prefer to support the 
Emergency Food Panty financially, you may either mail a check to Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 
58108 or by donating on-line at emergencyfoodpantry.com. – Jane Radig 

St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - August 18, 2021 
Due to the increased cases of Covid-19 and its variants, although not required for the fully vaccinated, members are  
encouraged to resume wearing masks during inside worship services and while singing. The exchange of peace and 
Holy Communion will continue to be shared in a contact free manner.  Coffee Hour remains suspended until further 
notice. Hand Sanitizer and masks are available in the worship space. Please observe social distancing guidance of 6 
feet apart from those outside your household.    - St. Mark’s Church Council 



 

 

Nov 5: Serving at Churches United at 3:30pm 

Nov 7: All Saints Sunday/In-Person Worship 
Service and live on YouTube, 10am  

Nov 7: Food Pantry Sunday 

Nov 7: Daylight Saving Time ends 

Nov 10: Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm 

Nov 14: In-Person Worship Service and live on 
YouTube, 10am 

Nov 21: In-Person Worship Service and live on 
YouTube, 10am 

Nov 22: Newsletter Articles Due 

Nov 25: Happy Thanksgiving! 

Nov 28: Advent One/In-Person Worship  

Service and live on YouTube, 10am 

Dec 2: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9am 

Remember to set your clocks  
back on November 7th!  

GOSPEL READINGS: 

Nov 7: ALL SAINTS DAY 
John 11:32-44 
The raising of Lazarus 
 
Nov 14: Pentecost 23 
Mark 13:1-8 
The end and the coming of the son 
 

Nov 21: Christ the King 
John 18:33-37 
The Kingdom of Christ 
 

Nov 28:  ADVENT One 
Luke 21:25-36 
Be alert for the coming of the Son of Man  

Beautiful Fall Day for a Retirement Party!  

Did you know… 
…nearly two dozen worship services are conducted 
at Bethany Retirement Living each month?  
Bethany’s Chaplain, Pastor Brian Hansen, leads 
worship at both campuses on Sundays, a monthly 
Communion Service at each campus and Hymn 
Sing the second Wednesday at each location.  
Additionally, he offers worship on Thursday  
mornings for residents in the Memory Care Unit. 
Catholic worship is celebrated each Friday at  
Bethany on University and Tuesdays at Bethany on 
42nd. Several churches conduct worship in the  
Mavis Whiting Chapel at Bethany on University 
for their members and others who reside at  
Bethany. To find out more or to assist with  
worship, contact Bethany at 701.239.3234. 

NOVEMBER 

   Calendar 

amazonsmile 

If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, you can also 
benefit our church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St Mark’s if you use the following 
link:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174


Bitter Tears: After Boarding School, In Mourning 
by Concordia College 
 
Tue, November 30, 2021 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM CST 
 
Location: Online event  
 
Event description: This educational event is intended to provide non-Indigenous people a foundational understanding to 
further learning, listening and action. 
  
Dr. Denise K. Lajimodiere (author of Stringing Rosaries: The History, The Unforgivable, and the Healing of the Northern 
Plains American Indian Boarding School Survivors) will address boarding school history, trauma, and healing. This  
educational event is especially intended to provide non-Indigenous people with a foundational understanding and  
encouragement to further learning, listening and action. 
 
Denise is an enrolled Citizen of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, Belcourt, North Dakota. She has been involved in 
education for forty-four years as an Elementary teacher, Principal, and professor, earning her Bachelor’s, Master’s, and 
Doctorate degrees from University of North Dakota. Dr. Lajimodiere is a retired Associate Professor from the School of 
Education, Ed. Leadership program, North Dakota State University, Fargo. She is one of the founders of the National  
Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition (N-NABS-HC).  
 
Denise is a poet – Dragonfly Dance; Thunderbird; Bitter Tears; His Feathers Were Chains; Children’s book author, Josie 
Dances, and academic book author, Stringing Rosaries: The History, The Unforgivable, The Healing of Northern Plains 
Boarding School Survivors. Denise is a traditional Jingle Dress dancer, Ojibwe Birch Bark Biting artist, and lives in a cozy 
cottage by a lake on the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation. 
 
This event is an organized and presented in collaboration with Concordia College, FM Indigenous Association, FM  
Interfaith Center, Associates of the Presentation Sisters Social Justice Collaborative. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bitter-tears-after-boarding-school-in-mourning-tickets-194841715817  

AIDS Memorial Quilt: MSUM (Minnesota State University-Moorhead) is hosting a display 

of five sections of the AIDS Memorial Quilt—including one section with a quilt panel that  

Pastor Joe made for his boyfriend Steve in 1988. Pastor Joe was part of a panel discussion 

on October 14 with Kathy Coyle and Destiny Holiday, which had about 80-90 attendees. A 

quilt-making workshop with students from MSUM and people from the local community is 

being planned for Saturday, November 6. A closing event with a film will take place on  

December 1, World AIDS Day. 

 

The AIDS Memorial Quilts are on display at the MSUM Livingston Lord Library on campus. 

 

Link to article: Memorial AIDS Quilts Displayed in Campus Library (msumadvocate.com) 

https://msumadvocate.com/2021/10/18/memorial-aids-quilts-displayed-in-campus-library/


THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 417 Main Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on 
October 28, 2021, this is the NOVEMBER 2021 Informant, Issue 11. 

And [God] will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all 
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; [God] will swallow up 
death forever. Then the LORD God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces, and the disgrace of his people [God] will take away from all the 
earth. 
          - Isaiah 25:7-9 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
 
During the past year, many of us have faced various 
personal losses. Some of us have lost loved ones to 
COVID or other diseases. Some of us have been laid 
off jobs or retired from lifelong careers. Some of us 
have had to work through the end of a relationship. 
Some of us have been diagnosed with cancer or  
other serious conditions. 
 
It’s normal to feel grief with those kinds of losses.  
Most of us are familiar with the various stages of  
grief, such as shock, denial, bargaining, anger,  
depression, sadness, and (eventually) acceptance.  
These stages are not linear and orderly, but can  
happen separately and randomly—at times jumbled  
together in one big ball of grief. Grief can be  
experienced differently depending on the person and 
circumstance. The grief you felt when your parent  
died may feel similar, yet very different from what  
you go through after the death of a coworker. 
 
Sometimes “normal” grief can be complicated by our 
life situations and outside forces. “Disenfranchised 
grief” it is grief that cannot be openly acknowledged,  
or publicly mourned. Years ago, when my boyfriend 
Steve died of AIDS, the pastor of the church I  
attended suggested it would probably be better if I  
did not tell anyone within our congregation. The  
pastor was worried they would treat me differently  
or even reject me. Unfortunately, by not sharing my 
grief with my faith community, it made it much more 
difficult to process my feelings. 
 
Grief can also become more complicated when it’s  
minimized, misunderstood or stigmatized by family  
members, by society, or even by yourself. The  
process of grieving can also be affected when  
traditional practices are not observed. During the  
past couple years, many funerals have been  
postponed or limited to a small group of relatives—
which means many of us have not been able to  
experience and share the kind of support that  
happens with those rituals. In addition, some  
individuals have seen loved ones die of COVID or  
even other diseases alone in hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

 
 
Disenfranchised grief also can occur when it’s not  
recognized as significant or difficult for others to deal  
with, such as: a breakup or divorce, the death of a  
pet, the diagnosis of a serious disease, a miscarriage, 
aging and its effects, the loss of a home or apartment 
(i.e., from a fire, flood or disaster), the suicide of a 
loved one, and the closing of your place of  
employment. Without support from others, you 
might feel like your grief is inappropriate or  
unacceptable in some way.  
 
No matter what kind of grief you are dealing with,  
it’s important to know that you are not alone and that 
your feelings are valid. Grief is a natural response to 
the losses we experience throughout our lives.  
However, sometimes people around you will not fully 
understand what you are going through. Which can  
lead to feelings of isolation, depression, anxiety and 
shame. 
 
During the process of grieving, we all need  
supportive people to talk to and walk with us.  
Sometimes that will be a family member or friend. 
Sometimes that will be a counselor or spiritual  
director. Sometimes that will be a grief support  
group. Sometimes that will be someone within our  
St. Mark’s community. There are many resources  
available to help you deal with grief. Please know  
that I am here as your pastor to offer my support, as 
well.  
 
All Saints Day is one of our annual church rituals  
during which we take time to remember all the  
“saints”—including loved ones, church members and 
friends—who have passed away during the past  
twelve months and before. This year, that will take 
place on Sunday, November 7. We invite you to join  
us in person or online for that service, as together we 
pray for healing, seek ways to move forward in the 
grief process, and find hope in the future. 
 
Peace to you, 
 
Pastor Joe 




