
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This passage from Mark includes some of the most 
beloved words of Jesus in the Gospels. Most of us 
grew up singing the Sunday school song “Jesus Loves 
the Little Children.” That song is linked to these 
verses. You probably remember the words: “Jesus 
loves the little children, all the children of the world. 
Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in 
his sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 
 
The Common English Bible translates verse 15 as: 
“Whoever doesn’t welcome God’s kingdom like a 
child will never enter it.” The meaning of the phrase 
“like a child” in this sentence can be translated in 
two ways (based on subtle differences in the original 
Greek language and syntax.) Most people read it, 
“Welcome the kingdom in the way a young child 
would welcome it.” We think that Jesus is saying that 
our faith should be childlike and simple, without 
questioning anything. But if you’ve ever been a 
parent of a toddler, you know that children are 
sometimes better with “Why” or “No!” than simply 
accepting what their mother or father tells them to 
do. 
 
Another way of reading the Greek text is: “Welcome 
the kingdom of God as you would welcome a child.” 
This reading certainly fits the story’s context better, 
and echoes what Jesus says in the previous chapter 
of this Gospel (Mark 9:37.) Jesus suggests that we 
should embrace the reign of God with as much 
excitement and joy as when we greet our children or 
grandchildren. 
 
Another aspect of that kind of welcome is to realize 
that children in the ancient world had a low social 
status. Which is probably why the disciples try to 
stop the people from bringing children near to Jesus. 
Jesus chastises the disciples and blesses the  
children—not because it is a sweet thing to do, but 
because Jesus is concerned for the vulnerable and  
marginalized among us. And children are often the 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 

 
most innocent victims of war and racism and 
poverty. So, the way Jesus welcomes children 
mirrors the compassion of God.  
 
This story also reminds us that every child is a child 
of God, created in the divine image (“imago Dei”). 
And that each of us, no matter how old we are, is 
always beloved by God. In baptism, the cross of 
Christ was marked on our foreheads. So that, from 
birth to death, we display the face of Jesus to those 
around us and to one another.  Even on those days 
when you don’t feel very “divine.” Even then, the 
love of Jesus shines upon us and radiates out from 
us. 
 
Martin Luther tells us this is possible entirely 
because of God’s grace. In his Small Catechism 
(written to instruct children and adults about faith), 
Luther says: “I believe that by my own understanding 
or strength, I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord 
or come to [God], but instead the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with 
[God’s] gifts, made me holy, and kept me in the true 
faith, just as [God] calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
makes holy the whole Christian church on earth.” 
 
That is the promise of the Gospel. That God makes 
us holy in our brokenness. God takes our simple 
selves and consecrates us in Christ. God transforms 
us into images that reveal God’s love to other people 
in our world. People who may live in desperation.  
People who need to hear our words of kindness and 
grace, including LGBTQ+ adults and youth, people 
without homes, refugees seeking a safe place to live, 
and individuals struggling with grief and depression.  
 
May God’s love take hold of you today and remind 
you that you are always “precious” in God’s sight. 
May God be revealed in our faces, and hands, and all 
that we do. So that we, too, may welcome the child 
in all those around us.  Amen.     -Pastor Joe
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People were bringing children to Jesus so that he would bless them. But the 
disciples scolded them. When Jesus saw this, he grew angry and said to 
them, “Allow the children to come to me. Don’t forbid them, because God’s 
kingdom belongs to people like these children. I assure you that whoever 
doesn’t welcome God’s kingdom like a child will never enter it.” Then he 
hugged the children and blessed them.   
                                                      - Mark 10:13-16 (Common English Bible) 

 
 
 

 



 

THANK YOU TO OUR OCTOBER WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

 

*MUSIC NOTES 

 The first Sunday of October the Hymn of the Day is ELW #453, Baptized and Set Free.  This hymn was 
written by Cathy Skogen-Soldner, who wrote both the text and the tune for Holden Village, a year-round 

Lutheran renewal center in the mountains near Chelan, Washington.  The theme of the summer of 
1996 at the center was “Baptized and Set Free”, thus the title and the inspiration for the hymn. The theme 
centered on the overflowing abundance of God in Baptism.  To quote Skogen-Soldner, she says that “even 
though we may only use a few handfuls of water when we baptize, I included larger bodies of water (ocean, 
fountain, river) to invite the singing congregation to celebrate the generous heart of God.”  She continues, “In 
the waters of Baptism, our gracious God gifts us with mercy, love, healing, wholeness and more than we can 
ask for or even imagine.”   
 
Cathy Skogen-Soldner was born in Fergus Falls, MN and grew up on a farm close to Battle Lake.  She served for 
20 years in Lutheran churches in Minneapolis, Roseville, Shoreview, and New Brighton as a youth director and 
contemporary worship coordinator.  Currently she works as a full-time composer, especially for pre-school 
music and children’s Christmas and all-season musicals.  She also conducts children’s music workshops across 
the country. 
 
Alpha Roeszler, Music Director 
*Excerpts from this article are from ELW Hymnal Companion published by Augsburg Fortress. 
 
 
SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors, song 
leaders, camera techs, and altar guild. Just click on the link below and you will see 
the easy sign-up sheet for October and November. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 
 
If you prefer to call Elizabeth at the office, you can also sign up that way – 701.235.5591. Thank 
you! 
 

 
Date 

 
Lector 

 
Songleader 

 
Altar Guild/Bread 

 
Usher 

 
Camera Tech 

 
Oct 3 

Jane Radig  Naomi 
Franek 

Stan 
Franek 

Brian   
Buteyn 

 
Oct 10 

Mary Jane 
Haugen 

Tammy  
Lanaghan 

 

Tammy  
Lanaghan 
 

  

 
Oct 17 

  
 

Mary Jane 
Haugen 

 Brian 
Buteyn 

 
Oct 24 

  Elna 
Solvang 

Maxine 
Fagerland 

Linda  
Hamann 

 
Oct 31 

 Tara 
Jensen 

  Tara 
Jensen 



Notes from Tara                                                             
                                    
Friends,  
I hope that you have had a nice summer and are adapting to the changes the fall season brings with high spirits 
and in good health.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience and loving protection of your neighbor as we continue to recommend 
mask wearing and social distance policies during worship. This has been a long journey, but we have adapted 
well and kept one another safe in the process. Your support is appreciated! 
 
In the spirit of support, your gift of time and talent is appreciated! While it is important that we keep our 
offerings consistent for the stability of St. Mark’s budget, it is also important that we keep our involvement 
during worship and other events stable. Thank you to those of you whom have been present and active in 
service. If it has been some time since you last participated, please consider signing up to lector, lead in song, 
usher, or learn to run the camera.  It is so important to share in the work, together, as one faith family.  Let’s 
keep one another healthy by making sure those that are consistently volunteering have a chance to rest and 
recharge.  The office is trying out the use of Sign-Up Genius. This digital sign-up tool is quick, convenient, and 
even sends you reminders of what you have signed up for!  If digital is not your style, just call the office and 
sign-up over the phone. It’s easy to get involved. Your involvement is appreciated!  
 
Another way we are adapting is by wishing Naomi a blessed retirement and welcoming our new Administrative 
Assistant, Elizabeth Cruz. Elizabeth lives in Moorhead with her two young children. She served Moorhead Public 
Schools for many years as a para-professional in special education.  Please stop into the office, call, or email to 
introduce yourself and welcome Elizabeth. As we transition, please do not hesitant to reach out to Elizabeth, 
Pastor Joe, or any Council Member should you have any concerns or questions.  
 
In Peace,  
Tara Jensen, St. Mark’s Council 

 

HELP ASSEMBLE THE SCHOOL KITS!  
 

On Sunday, October 10, we will gather in the coffee area after worship to put the Lutheran World Relief school 
kits together. Eight items go into each drawstring bag. The bags will be picked up in Fargo and head to their 
first stop, a Minneapolis warehouse, before they are shipped overseas.  
 
Where will they go from there? Maybe to children in a refugee camp, a remote village, or somewhere that is 
affected by an earthquake, hurricane, or other natural disaster. Next to quilts, school kits are the most 
requested item from Lutheran World Relief. Thanks for your help again this year! 
 
 

 
What a wonderful gathering for my retirement party on Sunday, September 12 – the generous gift card, the 
beautiful rainbow cross, and above all your kind expressions of gratitude, care, and friendship. Special thanks to 
Pastor Joe and Alpha Roeszler for creating and performing a “farewell song” from a popular tune in the “Sound 
of Music” repertoire! And what’s a party without some yummy cupcakes and coffee? Thank you, Linda Graf and 
Jane Radig! 
 
It was a bittersweet, but joy-filled day for me! – Naomi Franek 

 



CHURCHES UNITED INFORMATION 

GOURMET SOUP KITCHEN: The Gourmet Soup Kitchen, which was originally scheduled for Thursday, 
November 11, 2021, has been postponed to Monday, March 14, 2022. Please watch the Informant for more 
information closer to that time. 

DOROTHY DAY WEST FOOD PANTRY: There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony on Tuesday, October 19, at 
10:00am to celebrate the full opening of the Dorothy Day West Food Pantry at 45 21 Ave E, Ste A, West Fargo. 
Dorothy Day West Food Pantry is the largest fresh food pantry in the Fargo/Moorhead community. It is also 
one of the largest in North Dakota, having distributed over 1.1 million lbs. of food in 2020.  – Jane Radig 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

Sunday, October 3, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. Unfortunately, we didn’t have any donations in 
September. 

In 2019 a challenge was issued to see if we could collect the average weight of 6 5-year-old boys within 6 
months. The goal was met. The next challenge was to collect the average weight of 6 5-year-old girls in 6 
months, which was suspended due to the CoVid-19 pandemic.  

Because it is football season, I have come up with a new challenge. How many football fields can we create in 
the next 3 months? Each 1 lb. in donations will be the equivalent of 2-yard lines. Since there are 100 yards in a 
football field, it would take 50 lbs. of donations to make 1 football field. Will we make 1, 2, or more? 

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry include peanut butter, rice (one-pound bag of white or brown 
rice), toilet paper, bar soap, baby wipes, diapers (size 5 or 6), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, and laundry 
soap. Besides these items, they also accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and paper, plastic, 
and fabric grocery bags.  

If you will not be in church but would still like to donate items, they may be brought to the pantry (1101 4 Ave 
N, Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the warehouse door 
to put your donations in. They also have bins to collect donations at the following grocery stores: all area 
Hornbacher’s, Family Fare locations in Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo, and CashWise in Fargo.  

If you would prefer to support the Emergency Food Panty financially, you may either mail a check to 
Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 58108 or by donating on-line by going to their website, 
emergencyfoodpantry.com, and clicking on the “How You Can Help” tab. You may also write a check out to St. 
Marks with “Emergency Food Pantry” listed on the memo line. – Jane Radig 

 

St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - August 18, 2021 

Due to the increased cases of Covid-19 and its variants, although not required for the fully vaccinated, 
members are encouraged to resume wearing masks during inside worship services and while singing. The 
exchange of peace and Holy Communion will continue to be shared in a contact free manner.  Coffee Hour 
remains suspended until further notice. Hand Sanitizer and masks are available in the worship space. Please 
observe social distancing guidance of 6 feet apart from those outside your household.  

- St. Mark’s Church Council 
 

amazonsmile 
 

If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, you can also benefit our church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St Mark’s if you use the following link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174


  
OCTOBER 
Calendar

Oct  3: In-Person Worship Service and live on You  
Tube, 10am  
Oct  3: Food Pantry Sunday 
Oct  3:  “Faith and Art” Series – Pastor Joe, 11:15am 
Oct 10: In-Person Worship Service and live on You  
Tube, 10am 
Oct 10: Assemble School Kits 
Oct 11: INDIGENOUS Peoples Day 
Oct 17: In-Person Worship Service and live on You  
Tube, 10am 
Oct 17: “Faith and Art” Series – Rabbi Janeen,  
11:15am 
Oct 20: Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm 
Oct 21: Newsletter Articles Due 
Oct 24: In-Person Worship Service and live on You  
Tube, 10am 
Oct 28: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9am 
Oct 31: Reformation Sunday: In-Person Worship  
Service and live on You Tube, 10am 

 
CONGRATULATIONS ! 

  

Brian Buteyn and Luke Soeby were 

united in marriage on September 4, 

2021, in Moorhead, Minnesota, with Pr. 

Joe Larson presiding.  

 
 

GOSPEL READINGS:
Oct  3: Pentecost 19 
Mark 10:2-16 
Teaching on marriage 
 
Oct 10: Pentecost 20 
Mark 10:17-31 
Teaching on wealth and reward 
 
Oct 17: Pentecost 21 
Mark 10:35-45 
Warnings to ambitious disciples 
 
Oct 24: Pentecost 22 
Mark 10:46-52 
Christ healing the blind man Bartimaeus 
 
Oct 31: Reformation Sunday 
John 8:31-36 
Continue in my word and you will know the truth 

“ART AND FAITH” Interfaith Events: 
October 3 & 17 

 
In October, St. Mark’s and Temple Beth El are 
offering a two-part interfaith series on “Art and 
Faith.”  We are inviting people from both our 
congregations—as well as other interested 
individuals—to join together in this discussion.  
 
Each session that will take place in person at 
Temple Beth El in the fellowship hall at 11:30 am 
(after St. Mark’s worship) on Sunday, October 3, 
and Sunday, October 17. We will include craft 
activities for young people (and the young of heart) 
at both events. 

 
David Myers of Temple Beth El will facilitate the 
discussions. Each session will have an arts and crafts 
project for children and the young-at-heart. Here is a 
summary of each session: 
 

• Session 1 – Oct. 3: Pastor Joe Larson of St. 
Mark’s will talk about his pandemic art project 
and how creativity has been an important 
intersection of his Christian faith and his artwork. 

• Session 2 – Oct. 17:  Rabbi Janeen Kobrinsky 
of Temple Beth El Synagogue is also an artist. 
During this session, she will share her artwork, 
including pieces based on Torah and Jewish 
traditions. 

 
 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY 

OCTOBER 11 

Here are the links to some excellent resources:  
 
Books: 
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/education/resour
ces/book-list-for-indigenous-peoples-day-2020  
  
NABS Healing coalition: 
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/  
 
FM Indigenous Association:  
https://www.facebook.com/indigenousAssociation 

https://boardingschoolhealing.org/education/resources/book-list-for-indigenous-peoples-day-2020
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/education/resources/book-list-for-indigenous-peoples-day-2020
https://boardingschoolhealing.org/

