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CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Joe Larson 
Administrative Assistant: Sydney Thoreson 
Music Director: Alpha Roeszler 
Bookkeeper: Jeannie Baskerville 
 

CONTACT - (701) 235-5591 (Office) 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
Facebook: St Mark’s Lutheran Church Fargo 
Website: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

WORSHIP LOCATION - Temple Beth El, 
809 11th Avenue South, Fargo, ND 
OFFICE & MAIL - 417 Main Avenue, 
Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
2022-2023 
Pr. Joe Larson 
Ruth Denton-Graber 
Brian Buteyn-Soeby 
Jane Radig 
Linda Hamann 
Elna Solvang 
Jon Golberg 
Linda Graf 
 

 

OFFICERS 
President: Ruth 
Vice-Pres: Brian 
Secretary: Jane  
Treasurer: Linda 

MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is  
an inclusive fellowship of God’s  
people centered in Word and  
Sacrament and dedicated to  
serving our urban neighborhood 
and the wider community. 

 
RIC 
St. Mark's is a “Reconciling in 
Christ” Congregation, welcoming 
all to God's unconditional love 
and grace regardless of gender  
identity, gender expression,  
sexual orientation, race,  
ethnicity, or nationality. 

TO: 

November 2022 

417 Main Ave – Suite #401 

FARGO, ND 58103 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Fargo, ND 

Permit No. 482 

Change of address? Please call or email 
Sydney at the office and let her know. 

Thanks! 

WORSHIP: Sundays at 10 a.m. 

IN-PERSON and Livestreamed 

on St. Mark’s YouTube Channel 



 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR NOVEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS 

Date Lector Songleader Altar Guild Usher Camera Tech Coffee Hour 

November 6 
Elna Solvang      

November 13 
  Elna Solvang    

November 20 
      

November 27 
  Naomi Franek    

*MUSIC NOTES FOR NOVEMBER 2022 

 A favorite of many is the hymn chosen for November 20th, Christ the King Sunday. ELW #838,  
“Beautiful Savior”, is listed to be anonymous coming from Germany from a Jesuit manuscript of 1662, 

where it had six stanzas. It was printed in the Roman Catholic book in 1677 with five stanzas. Later  

translated to English by Richard Storrs Willis, it was known as “Fairest Lord Jesus”. Later it was used by English 
speaking Lutherans in their hymnals with a translation by Joseph Seiss (he is given credit in our ELW). In 1873 it  
was used in a Sunday School Book and then appeared in the ELW almost exactly as it did there. 
 

Joseph Seiss (1823-1904) came from an Alsatian family whose name had been “Seuss” pronounced “cease” and  
written as “Seiss”. He was born in a Moravian family and studied with the pastor in the colony but was helped by a 
Lutheran pastor. That led him to eventually preach in the ELC churches and help develop liturgical materials  
throughout the period of 1869-1875.   
 

The tune, SCHONSTER HERR JESU also goes by the names ST. ELIZABETH OR CRUSADER’S HYMN. It is 
interesting to note that Franz Liszt used this melody in The Legend of St. Elizabeth (1862) for the Crusaders’ March 
which is how the tune CRUSADER’S HYMN became attached to it. But it has no connection with the Crusades. It 
was transcribed by August Hoffmann von Fallersleben in 1839 who collected folksongs from Silesia. He published it 
with the text of Schonster Herr Jesu. Another theory is that it has roots of older melodies and has similarity with a 
tune Mozart used in a set of variations. Whatever the origins of this beautiful tune are, it has become a favorite of our 
Lutheran heritage and became a trademark of St. Olaf College by F. Melius Christiansen and also of Concordia     
College in Moorhead under Paul J. Christiansen.    
   
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
*Excerpts attributed to ELW Hymnal Companion, Augsburg Fortress  
We are looking for song leaders so please consider this. We are finding that the live-streaming is much better with a song 
leader for our hymn singing. 

NEW MEMBERS?!?  
Are you interested in becoming a member of our St. Mark’s congregation? If you are interested, please contact Pastor Joe at 
612-750-5079 or pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors, song leaders, camera 
techs, altar guild and coffee hour. Just click on the link below and you will see the easy sign-up sheet for November and        
December of 2022 and January of 2023. If you prefer to call Sydney at the office, you can also sign up that way – 701.235.5591. 
Thank you! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 

St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - March 17, 2022 
Due to the continued decline in Covid-19 cases St. Mark’s is updating our policies for in person worship services and activities. 
Masking is no longer required. Many individuals may choose to wear a mask at any time.  Continue to respect their decisions. 
Please wear a mask and social distance or join online if you feel you have an illness or compromised immune system. 
                                                                                                      - St. Mark’s Church Council  

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


 

 

“CALLED TO WELCOME” TOWN HALL 

At this year's Eastern ND Synod assembly, a resolution 

was passed encouraging congregations to seek ways 

to show support for the protection and care LGBTQIA+ 

people through public policies in our state and       

community.  

On Tuesday, October 19, a Town Hall was held at      

St. John  Lutheran in Fargo. It was organized by our 

Welcome Connection program, the Eastern North    

Dakota Synod Advocacy & Action Team, and the ND 

Human Rights Coalition. Pastor Joe was very involved 

with the planning committee. 

  

 We heard a variety of inspiring talks from LGBTQ+  individuals, faith leaders and  

community members, who shared their personal stories and offered their ideas 

about the kind of  advocacy, support, and action we as people of faith can take on 

behalf of LGBTQ+ youth and adults in North Dakota. After the presentations, we  

gathered for  conversations over delicious homemade soups, bread and desserts. 

A follow-up “Called to Welcome” Town Hall is being planned for Tuesday, November 

22 at 11:30 am at St. John Lutheran Church, located at 1710 5th St S, Fargo. Come 

join us as we have further discussions about how we can work  together on this      

important issue.   

Emergency Food Pantry Sunday 

Sunday, November 6, will be Emergency Food Pantry  Sunday. 

Our October donations equaled 129.80 lbs.  

Our current goal is to collect 240 lbs., the weight of six 5-year-

old girls, from August through January. We have  collected a 

total of 129.80 lbs. so far. 

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry includes rice 

(one-pound bag of white or brown rice), canned tomatoes, 

canned soup, canned beans, toilet paper, bar soap, diapers  

(size 3 or 4), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, laundry soap, 

hand soap, toothbrushes, men’s deodorant and shaving cream, 

shampoo, conditioner, and body wash. Besides these items, 

they also accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene 

items, and paper, plastic, and fabric grocery bags. They will   

accept cardboard and Styrofoam egg cartons, but they must be 

1 DOZEN count. They do not want any other size. 

There are 3 ways to donate if you will not be in church on      

November 6. They are as follows: 

1: Bring your items to church on any other Sunday. The       

basket can usually be found by the coat rack. 

2: Drop them off at the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, Fargo) between 

8:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday. A box is located 

inside the warehouse door to put your donations in. 

3: Bins are available at the following grocery stores to collect 

donations: all area stores: all area Hornbacher’s, Family  Fare 

locations in Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo, and CashWise 

in Fargo.  

If you would prefer to support the Emergency Food Panty 

financially, you may either mail a check to Emergency  Food 

Pantry, PO Box 2821, Fargo ND 58108 or by donating on-line 

by going to their website, emergencyfoodpantry.com, and 

clicking on the “How You Can Help” tab. You may also write a 

check out to St. Marks with “Emergency Food Pantry”  listed 

on the memo line. 

- Jane Radig   

 



 

 

RAISED HANDS  

On November 19 2021 our Afghan family flew into Fargo. It was a great day with many great moments. In the next          

newsletter we'll have some reflections on that year. 

St. Mark's, Temple Beth El, and St. John cosponsored this family with initial financial support. We work with Lutheran             

Immigration and Refugee Service,  which administers the programs for successful integration. These include housing, 

school, employment, training, health care, and the many other facets connected to resettlement for people abruptly 

forced from home, language, and family. 

These are updates about the current situation. LIRS now  has 127 clients. About half are Afghans. Fifteen volunteers, nine 

from  St Mark's, are matched individually to clients, and others take on special assignments. There are eight case         

managers, all immigrants, and many are refugees themselves. One new case manager started in the middle of October. 

Let's continue to pray for all these newcomers and those working with them. 

- Mary Jane 

P.S. Julie sent this great news! Four of the children of our family entered and won awards in a Fargo Housing contest    

asking for posters showing “What Home Means to Me”. They made them shortly after moving--the 12 member family--

from apartment to house.  Three of them placed in both the Fargo and statewide competition. Dozens of cheers!  

DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY  

 What? “Still Living with the Doctrine of Discovery” 

When? Saturday, November 5, 2022 

What time? 8:30 am to 4:30 pm CT (Doors open and snacks will be available at 8:00 am.) 

Where? Dakota Medical Foundation, 4141 28th Ave. S. in Fargo, ND 

What is the Doctrine of Discovery? A 500-year-old series of Christian edicts that          

violently deny the personhood of Indigenous peoples around the world.  

Why does it matter today? The Doctrine still influences public and religious policy, with 

the US Supreme Court citing it as recently as 2005. 

What's the purpose of this event? To support faith communities to learn about the Doctrine with guest speakers and 

group reflection, understand its real-life impacts on Indigenous peoples, and act with hope and courage to repudiate it. 

Who will be presenting? Presenters include Prairie Rose Seminole (Sahnish/Arikara and Northern Cheyenne, Indigenous        

Fellowship recipient with the National Parks Conservation Association), Joseph McNeil, Jr. (enrolled member of Standing 

Rock Sioux Tribe and president of Standing Rock Development Corp.), and Darren Renville (citizen of the Sisseton    

Wahpeton Oyate with a Masters of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law). 

How can we participate? Each faith community is invited to bring a group of 5 or so people. If possible, we welcome     

donations of $100 from each faith community. 

Is there a registration deadline? How do we register? Please register by November 1 if at all possible, so we can make 

plans. You can register through Eventbrite and the link is down below: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/still-living-with-the-doctrine-of-discovery-tickets-441388172907  

We hope you can join us! 

- Rev. Karen Van Fossan, Director, Authentic Ministry, Licensed Professional Counselor, Fargo, ND, 701.202.2421 (c), she/her 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/still-living-with-the-doctrine-of-discovery-tickets-441388172907%207


 

 

ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSESMBLY FROM AUGUST 2022 

Reflections on ELCA Churchwide Assembly – August, 2022 

Wow, what a rollercoaster! First off, I’m very grateful for the opportunity to have gone as a voting member and to        

Embody the Word! Here are some of my reflections on the whole wild adventure in Columbus: 

The Yuck: The business sessions were another reminder that our greater Church is a very different beast than my small 

congregation home, at St. Marks. It is a very surreal experience to be tolerated by an organization comprised of such    

loving individuals. The debate largely centered on social justice issues, inclusivity updates, and a very lively discussion on 

encouraging churches to give land (or other resources) back to our Indigenous communities. I never imagined I would be 

hugging a queer Pastor on the brink of tears as she told me, “They totally screwed me”, when an amendment to a        

particular memorial she submitted long ago was suddenly lost. I saw streams of passionate young people step up to the 

microphones to debate details regarding race, sex, sexuality, and level of ability, all  begging to be included as equal  

members in the body of Christ. 

Turns out, our church is very invested in saying we fight for justice, but not so much doing anything about it, as it might 

cost us something. Sacrifice is really only for other people because we’re too busy being good stewards of God’s gifts. 

Suffice to say, some watering down and non-committal updates were included before passage of some meaningful social 

justice memorials. Progress is being made, but let me reiterate that justice for some is justice for none. I’m being asked to 

continue to support a system where there exists a class of privileged beneficiaries and a class of exploited oppressed. 

The Amazing: It was fantastic singing in a choir again! I haven’t done so in years, and the musical collaboration was     

healing for my soul. The worship services in general were all mighty and awesome. I spoke with so many individuals both 

within our Synod, and around the country and got to know some of their individual stories. I made new friends, and found 

some heroes. I was tailed for the entire convention by a lovely man named Frank from Washington who long ago was on 

the board of Lutherans Concerned, the precursor to the Reconciling Works organization. I spent time laughing with Marie 

from Illinois whose self-proclaimed super power is being awkward. During our business sessions, we elected a fantastic 

Vice President! 

What now: Our church is committed to gaining 1 million new members. I have hope that we can rise to the challenge and 

that starts here at home. Can we start by welcoming everyone (for real, everyone)? 

SCHOOL KITS 

They’re off.  Not the horses, but the school kits. Our goal was to send 30 kits. However, with the help of some of our 

members we were able to send of 43 kits. A big thank you to everyone who helped in one way or another to make this a 

big success. We are going to be tracking the kits, so I will let everyone know where kits are going. Again, thank You. 

- Stan  



 

 

November 2022 Calendar 

Nov 6: Food Pantry Sunday 

Nov 6: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10 am  

Nov 6: Bible Study after Worship Service at 11:30 am 

Nov 13: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10 am 

Nov 13: Bible Study after Worship Service at 11:30 am 

Nov 16: Church Council Meeting, 5:30 pm 

Nov 20: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10 am 

Nov 22: Joint In-Person Thanksgiving Worship Service at St. 
John Lutheran, 7 pm (no volunteers from St. Mark’s needed) 

Nov 24: Happy Thanksgiving! 

Nov 27: Advent 1 

Nov 27: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 10 am 

Nov 28: Newsletter articles due 

Dec 1: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9:30 am 

*Please see below for Wednesday Advent schedule* 

Daylight Savings Time begins 

on Sunday, November 6th! 

ADVENT SERVICES AT CHURCHES UNITED  POSITIVE HEARTS GIFT EXCHANGE 

Prior to COVID, it was St. Mark's tradition to hold Wednesday 

evening Advent services at the Churches  United Micah's 

Mission shelter and community center, located at 1901 1st 

Avenue N, Moorhead. We have been invited to do this 

again!  Everyone is welcome. It's a truly unique worship    

experience. Join us in the dining hall at 5:45 p.m. on these 

four evenings: November 30, and December 7, 14, and 21. 

Together, we will sing Christmas songs, pray, read  Scripture, 

share stories, and celebrate communion with the guests at 

Churches United.    

The Positive Hearts support group (coordinated by Pastor Joe) 

serves people with HIV/AIDS in this area. We are looking for  

volunteers to purchase Christmas presents for individuals in the 

group. Our recommendation is for $25 per person. Please sign 

up by Sunday, November 20 at the usher’s table using the pink 

form or by email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. The     

recipient’s name will remain anonymous, but you will be given 

requests for specific gifts, which need to be returned to our 

church office by Wednesday December 7.  

BIBLE STUDY GIFTS FOR ST. MARK’S ADOPTED AFGHAN FAMILY 

Michael Chan from Concordia will be holding a  bible study 

on the book of Ruth on Sundays, November. 6 and 

13 at 11:30 am. Both St. Mark's and Temple Beth El          

communities are welcome to join and it will be held in the 

fellowship hall at TBE.  

This year for Christmas, St. Mark’s members may also purchase 

gifts for our adopted Afghan family! Each member of the family 

will request a present (similar to how it is done for the Positive 

Hearts gift exchange) and the office will match them with a   

volunteer. This will also remain an anonymous gift exchange. 

There will be a blue form on the usher’s table.                               

More information to come! 

CHILI FEED AND SILENT AUCTION 

On Sunday November 6, come warm up with some great chili made by Moorhead and surrounding area pastors, vote for your 
favorite, and possibly take home a treasure from the silent auction! The event is being held at the Crossroads MSUM from       

5-7pm at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 4000 28th St. S, Moorhead, MN. For more information, please contact 
Pastor Dominique at lcm.pastordominique@gmail.com. 

GOSPEL READINGS: 

November 6: All Saints Sunday 
Luke 20:27-38   
Jesus speaks of the resurrection; the God of the living      

November 13: Pentecost 23 
Luke 21:5-19      
Jesus speaks of wars, endurance, betrayal, and 
suffering for his sake     

November 20: Reign of Christ 
Luke 23:33-43  
Jesus is crucified between two thieves: you will be 
with me in Paradise      

November 27: Advent 1 
Matthew 24:36-44    
The sudden coming of the Son of Man      

mailto:lcm.pastordominique@gmail.com


 

 

What is Welcome Connection?  

You probably have heard Pastor Joe and other St. Mark’s folk talk about Welcome Connection, and maybe   
wondered exactly what it is. You probably have also heard that once our new pastor is on board, Pastor Joe (who 
transitioned to part-time in May) will be shifting to work mostly on Welcome Connection activities.  

Welcome Connection is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that was founded by St. Mark’s Lutheran a few years 
ago with  the following mission: to build inclusive and welcoming communities for LGBTQIA+ and other   
marginalized communities through grassroots organizing in North Dakota. Through Welcome Connection, we 
are seeking to organize clergy, faith leaders, community activists, congregations and nonprofit organizations in 
collaborative efforts to build inclusive and welcoming communities in North Dakota.  

During the past year, Pastor Joe has been working closely with Isaiah MN, a Minnesota nonprofit that has worked 
for over  20 years in organizing communities around social justice issues. Together with their staff, we have    
offered local workshops on community organizing techniques for clergy and community leaders, and on          
assessing the need for a similar organization in North Dakota. Rev. Grant Stevensen has led most of these      
trainings and discussions. 

We are also partnering with ND Human Rights Coalition and the newly formed ND Voices Network, which has 
become a member of Interfaith Alliance. In October, along with the Advocacy and Action Committee of the  
Eastern ND Synod, we hosted a “Called to Welcome” Town Hall meeting at St. John Lutheran about ways faith 
leaders and congregations can do more to advocate on behalf of queer and trans youth in our state. A follow-up 
Town Hall is planned for November 22 (for more information, see graphic on this page.) 

We know there are many critical issues in our state—including marginalized groups that have been targeted by                  
conservative politicians and religious organizations. One major concern focuses on our trans/queer youth and the 
negative messaging taking place. You might remember during our last North Dakota legislative session, a bill to 
keep trans students from participating in school sports failed to pass only because the governor vetoed it. Similar 
bills are expected in next  year’s session. This summer, a group called “Protect ND Kids” attended Pride          
celebrations in Bismarck and subsequently posted hateful messages about LGBTQIA+ youth, drag performers, 
and churches. One post even maligned our St. Mark’s congregation as a welcoming congregation. 

Sadly, many faith communities have remained silent on these issues. In light of the current political environment, 
Welcome Connection seeks to create a coalition of faith-based and nonprofit organizations in Fargo and other  
areas of North Dakota  on social justice issues. We will work to organize communities to carry out two major 
goals: 1) to create communication, cooperation and collaborations on intersecting issues; and 2) to more fully  
develop our community organizing model through our coalition.  

Our long-term goal is to create opportunities for new leaders to emerge and blossom. Through these efforts we 
expect our current group of a few core leaders to grow to hundreds of participants over the next couple years.  
Together we will develop a community organizing campaign focused on: recruitment of additional participants, 
engaging in deep listening through one-to-one conversations and group sessions, and a process that prioritizes 
community-based issues and elevates marginalized voices not heard in many places.  

Pastor Joe’s work will include seeking foundation grants 
to fund our Welcome Connection program. A couple 
weeks ago,  we were awarded a $5,000 grant from 
PFund Foundation, an LGBTQ+ foundation based in the 
Twin Cities. We have a couple pending requests and 
will be submitting additional ones in the coming year; 
Peter Schott has been helping with the proposals.       
Individual tax-deductible donations are also welcome. 

If you have questions about Welcome Connection or 
about how to get involved, please contact Pastor Joe at 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com.  
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THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
417 Main Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on October 
27th 2022, this is the NOVEMBER 2022 Informant, Issue 11. 

Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed  
are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.”    
- Luke 6:20-21  

This passage is Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. But                                                                                            
the word “beatitude” doesn’t appear in Bible. It comes                                                                                        
from a Latin word, “beati”—the word that begins each                                                                                          
verse and translates as “blessed” or “happy” or “lucky.”  

These beatitudes appear only in Luke and Matthew. Most  
Christians assume they are the same in both Gospels.                                                                                            
But they’re not. In fact, they are very different.                                                                                                                      

In Matthew, there are eight blessings with a more spiritual tone: “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” or “Blessed are 
the pure in heart.” Luke, on the other hand, has only four  beatitudes, focused on social justice issues like       
poverty (“Blessed are you poor”) and hunger (“Blessed are you who are hungry.”) 

Traditionally, the Church has taught us—especially the poor and oppressed—that if you just endure your current 
unfortunate situation or unlucky fate, then someday you will go to heaven. That God will bless you and make up 
for every bad thing you experienced in this life. 

But that’s not the promise Jesus makes here. Instead, Jesus moves the beatitudes into the here-and-now, day-to-
day existence of unlucky people. People who are completely destitute. People with no food for themselves or 
their children. People sleeping on park benches on cold winter nights. 

For people like that, Jesus presents a different vision. A vision that opens our eyes to how God sees them. A   
vision where the beatitudes are not just nice words that tell us how we ought to look at poor people. But a      
prophetic vision that is “performative”—a fancy theological word for when the speaking of a blessing makes it a 
reality for the person being blessed.  

That’s the kind of radical blessing Jesus gives. Which is also radical because of who is blessed. For Jesus blesses 
the very ones that the rest of the world seems to have no time for. People in pain and desperate situations. People 
overcome with grief or depression. People crossing borders seeking a safe home.  

People who aren’t the lucky ones—who never get the kind of breaks experienced by some of us as moments of 
grace on days when they’re most needed. People who perhaps haven’t had loved ones (like many of us) to offer 
guidance and blessings during difficult times. Those are the people Jesus calls blessed.  

And Jesus offers them blessings that have nothing to do with luck. And everything to do with God’s grace. And 
the Kingdom of God, here and now. And so it is with you and me. For Jesus calls each of us blessed—whether 
we deserve it or not.  

Jesus also calls us to be a blessing to those who have no one to bless them. We know how to do exactly that at 
St. Mark’s. For me, it’s been a blessing to be your pastor in a congregation that’s known for its welcoming spirit. 
And today I believe we are moving to a new level of our welcoming ministry. 

And that’s the true meaning of the beatitudes. That we are blessed to be a blessing. “Blessed are you,” Jesus says 
to us. “Blessed are you,” we say to one another. For yours is the Kingdom of God. Amen. 

- Pastor Joe 

“BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING” 


