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CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Joe Larson 
Administrative Assistant: Sydney Thoreson 
Music Director: Alpha Roeszler 
Bookkeeper: Jeannie Baskerville 
 

CONTACT - (701) 235-5591 (Office) 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
Facebook: St Mark’s Lutheran Church Fargo 
Website: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

WORSHIP LOCATION - Temple Beth El, 
809 11th Avenue South, Fargo, ND 
OFFICE & MAIL - 417 Main Avenue, 
Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
2021-2022 
Pr. Joe Larson 
Ruth Denton-Graber 
Tara Jensen 
Tammy Lanaghan 
Jane Radig 
Peter Schott 
Elna Solvang 
 

OFFICERS 
President: Tara 
Vice-Pres: Peter 
Secretary: Jane  
Treasurer: Linda  
Hamann (non-council  
member) 
 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is  
an inclusive fellowship of God’s  
people centered in Word and  
Sacrament and dedicated to  
serving our urban neighborhood 
and the wider community. 

 
RIC 
St. Mark's is a “Reconciling in 
Christ” Congregation, welcoming 
all to God's unconditional love 
and grace regardless of gender  
identity, gender expression,  
sexual orientation, race,  
ethnicity, or nationality. 

WORSHIP: Sundays at 10 a.m. 

IN-PERSON and Livestreamed 

on St. Mark’s YouTube Channel 

Change of address? Please call or email 
Sydney at the office and let her know. 

Thanks! 



 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

*MUSIC NOTES FOR MAY 2022 

Date Lector Songleader Altar Guild Usher Camera Tech Coffee Hour 

May 1 
Jane Radig Tara Jensen Naomi Franek Maxine  Tara L. Jensen Maxine  

May 8 
Elna Solvang Becky Barry Elna Solvang Carly Gaddie & Tara L. Jensen Jane Radig 

May 15 
Mary Jane    Tara Jensen Linda Graf 

May 22 
Jay Jansen Jeff Ware Mary Jane   Jay Jansen & 

May 29 
  Naomi Franek Stan Franek   

  On Sunday, May 15, our opening hymn will be #389 - “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” to the 
  tune of TRURO. This is a new hymn written by Brian Wren in 1968 in response to the assassination 
  of Martin Luther King, Jr. He notes that he tried to express an Easter hope out of that terrible event 
rather than Easter as “long ago, far away, and high above.” Since then, Wren has revised the hymn several times - in 
1978, 1989. and 1993. He kept the original theme (the risen Christ shares yet outlasts our suffering, making Easter 
good news for all). 

In regard to the many revisions made, Wren was in a continual search for better language to express and face the  
perplexing problems of our age. That explains why hymns are continually undergoing changes and why there never 
is a “definitive’ version of any hymn. 

The tune, TRURO, was named after a city in Cornwall, England but was originally printed as anonymous in 1789 
but in a publication by Thomas Williams. It appeared there with a hymn by Isaac Watts called “Now to the Lord a 
noble song.” This melody sounds like the beginning of DUKE STREET (the first four notes) used for several of the 
hymns in our ELW including #434 - “Jesus Shall Reign”, #619 - “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”, and  
#848 - “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”. Both composers are obscure and we know very little about Thomas  
Williams, including his dates. All known is that he was a congregational printer and musician. 

Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 

*Excerpts attributed to ELW Hymnal Companion, Augsburg Fortress  
We are looking for song leaders so please consider this.  We are finding that the live-streaming is much better with a 
song leader for our hymn singing. 

SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors,  song  
leaders, camera techs, and altar guild. Just click on the link below and you will see the easy sign-up sheet for May, 
June, and July of 2022. If you prefer to call Sydney at the office, you can also sign  up that way – 701.235.5591. 
Thank you!   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 

St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - March 17, 2022 
Due to the continued decline in Covid-19 cases St. Mark’s is updating our policies for in person worship services and  
activities. Masking is no longer required. Many individuals may choose to wear a mask at any time.  Continue to  
respect their decisions. Please wear a mask and social distance or join online if you feel you have an illness or  
compromised immune system.  - St. Mark’s Church Council 
           



 

 

Emergency Food Pantry Sunday Afghanistan Family Help Update 

Sunday, May 1, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. 

Our April donations equaled 22.70 bs.  

The current challenge is to collect 135 lbs. from April 

through August. In April we collected almost the amount  

needed per month to meet that goal. 

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry includes 

rice (one-pound bag of white or brown rice), canned  

tomatoes, canned soup, canned beans, toilet paper, bar 

soap, diapers (size 3 or 4), dish soap, multi-purpose 

cleaner, laundry soap, hand soap, toothbrushes, men’s 

deodorant and shaving cream, shampoo, conditioner, 

and body wash. Besides these items, they also accept 

other non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and 

paper, plastic, and fabric grocery bags. 

If you will not be in church but would still like to donate 

items, they may be brought to the pantry  

(1101 4 Ave N, Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, 

Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the 

warehouse door to put your donations in. They also 

have bins to collect  donations at the following grocery 

stores: all area Hornbacher’s, Family Fare locations in 

Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo, and CashWise in  

Fargo.  

If you would prefer to support the Emergency Food 

Panty financially, you may either mail a check to  

Emergency Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 58108 

or by donating on-line by going to their website,  

emergencyfoodpantry.com, and clicking on the  

“How You Can Help” tab. You may also write a check 

out to St. Marks with “Emergency Food  Pantry” listed 

on the memo line. 

- Jane Radig 

Micah’s Mission Volunteers 

There are still at least 2 volunteers needed to help with 

serving at Micah's Mission on Friday, May 6 starting at 

3:30. If interested, you may contact  Jane Radig by phone 

at (701) 239-4386 or by email at radigjt@hotmail.com.  

A donor sent a vacuum cleaner for our Afghan family 

with this message: “This is from those who pray for 

them at Temple Bethel.” 

Julie, who has been driving the family for  

appointments in March and April, generally being 

their friend and neighbor, (and put in more than half 

the hours of all the volunteers in March) reports this: 

“Our family was very excited to receive the vacuum. 

A couple of the kids went with me to pick it up from 

the church office where we were also able to say  

hello to Pastor Joe. They really liked his artwork, both 

in the office and on FB. This is a family who  

appreciates art. The kids like coloring and drawing 

and do a really good job at it. 

We assembled the vacuum together...I had plenty of 

enthusiastic helpers! They were curious about all the 

attachments, so I showed them what they were all 

for. 

They are loving the new house and celebrated the 

move with a lively Iftar gathering last week with  

several other Pashto speaking families. 

They're looking forward to doing some yard  

maintenance. I had some excess yard tools....garden 

rake, hoe, shovel, hose, and trowel....so they have 

those items now. No lawn mower yet. 

The kids are great! So smart. The kindergartener 

counted to 100 for me...in English, of course. 

They are always incredibly hospitable and friendly. 

They're such a wonderful family and really appreciate 

all the help they've received so far. 

The mother crocheted a mitt for me that serves as a 

lint remover for clothes as a small thank you. I feel 

very lucky to be able to share a bit of their lives with 

them.” 

NEW MEMBERS?!?  

Are you interested in becoming a member of our  

St. Mark’s congregation? If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Joe at 612-750-5079 or  



 

 

LIRS was kind enough to send volunteers here at St. Mark’s Luther Church a heartfelt thank you for all of our help 

with the refugee families as well as a certificate expressing their gratitude.  Below are scanned copies of the letter 

and certificate if you would like to read them! 



 

 

May 2022 Calendar 

SEMI ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 2022 

The semi-annual meeting will be on May 15, 2022 at 

11:20am after the Sunday worship at Temple Beth El  

Synagogue with a potluck luncheon immediately following 

the meeting. No pork or shellfish is allowed and anything 

containing gluten, nuts, dairy, or other allergens must be 

identified on the container.  

*The meeting will only be in person, it will not be available 

online.  

May 1: Food Pantry Sunday 

May 1: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 

10am  

May 8: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 

10am 

May 15: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 

10am 

May 19: Church Council Meeting, 5:30pm 

May 22: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 

10am 

May 23: Newsletter articles due 

May 26: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9:30am 

May 29: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 

10am 

GOSPEL READINGS: 

May 1: Easter 3 
John 21:1-19  
Jesus appears to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias  

May 8:  Easter 4 
John 10:22-30  
Jesus promises eternal life to his sheep  

May 15: Easter 5 
John 13:31-35  
Jesus gives a new commandment: Love one another as 
I have loved you  

May 22: Easter 6 
John 14:23-29  
The Father will send the Holy Spirit  

May 29: Easter 7 
John 17:20-26  
Jesus prays that the disciples will be one and abide in 
his love  

Thank you for purchasing Easter flowers 

Flowers in memory of: 

 Dona and Sam Jordan, Mildred and George Larson,     

and Steve Cassidy 

           ~ Pastor Joe and Charlie Jordan 

 Bradley Graber 

           ~ Ruth Denton-Graber 

 Alfred and Shirley McCorquodale 

           ~ Haley and Ryu Kroshus  

 Leo Schreiner and other loved ones 

           ~ Phyllis Schreiner 

 Kermit Jensen 

           ~ Marilyn Jensen 

 Mike Barry 

           ~ Becky Barry 

 Rueben and Marcella Plienis, Gladys Wahl, Ida            

Roebuck, and Albert Schwartz 

           ~ Ron Schwartz 

Flowers in honor of: 

 Connie Graber 

           ~ Ruth Denton-Graber 

 Alpha Roeszler 

           ~ Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens 

 Children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 

           ~ Marilyn Jensen 

 St. Mark’s 135th anniversary (1887-2022) 

           ~ Naomi Franek 

 Mom and Dad Schwartz 

           ~ Ron Schwartz 



 

 

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 417 Main Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on 
April 28th 2022, this is the MAY 2022 Informant, Issue 5. 

MAY 2022 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 

After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed  
himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias…. When they  
had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of  
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes,  
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my  
lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do  
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love  
you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the  
third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt  
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he  
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love  
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”      - John 21:1,15-17 

“FEED MY SHEEP” 

In her blog, Lutheran Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber shares a story about her mentor and friend, Barbara Day Miller. For her  
seminary graduation, Barbara gave Nadia a gift (from her personal collection) of a communion chalice, with the words  
“United Methodist General Conference 2004”—the Methodist equivalent of our ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Nadia  
goes on to explain the meaning of those words: 
     “At [that] churchwide meeting, another chalice of Barbara’s was being used to serve communion. This was also when  
the debates over human sexuality… were really heating up in the United Methodist Church, and the church was deeply  
divided and the anger of the two sides at each other was palpable. During the service, the presider lifted the chalice and  
simply let it drop. It shattered. It seemed to many to be the perfect metaphor for the church. Later in the conference, in a  
beautiful and theologically sound gesture, Barbara’s chalice was wired back together so that communion could still be  
served out of it — Christ is present, they were reminded, even in a broken and divided church.” * 

For Nadia, the new chalice she received (not the broken one) symbolizes that even in a shattered Church, Christ can  
become present in a new mosaic of broken pieces.  

Peter must have understood that imagery. The passage from John (quoted above) comes from a story only found at the  
end of that Gospel. It’s a post-Easter story about the disciples, who—even though they just witnessed the resurrection of  
Jesus—have returned to their previous work of fishing in Galilee. Maybe because their original dreams and visions were  
shattered. Maybe because they could not see a way to bring the pieces back together. 

Not unlike many of us—when faced with a major change in our lives—often want to return to the way things used to be.  
To find a way to “fix” things. Sometimes it’s a way to deny our real feelings of anxiety or fear or grief over what is  
happening. Or perhaps just confusion about what should be done next.  

I imagine Peter must have been overwhelmed and immobilized by the guilt over how he had failed Jesus—by denying  
him three times just when Jesus needed to know that Peter stood by him. Which is why in this story Jesus asks not just  
once, but three times, whether Peter loves him. You can almost hear the frustration in Peter’s voice—“Of course I do,  
Jesus! How can you say such a thing!” But by repeating that question, Jesus touches on Peter’s deepest self-doubts, and  
offers a way to move forward in the face of an unpredictable future. Jesus asks Peter to tend and feed and care for “my  
sheep.” Which are really not just Jesus’ sheep, but Peter’s—now that Christ is leaving him and the other disciples to carry  
on his ministry of love in new and unimaginable ways. 

In a similar way, you and I are being called to carry on the loving ministry of St. Mark’s in a new way. As you probably  
know, I am shifting to becoming a part-time pastor, effective May 1. I’m doing this to have more time to paint, travel,  
relax and spend time with my beloved husband Charlie (and our kitty Estrella). 

My plan is to be “in the office” every Tuesday and Wednesday, and every other Friday; and to preach and preside in  
worship every other Sunday. Various rostered leaders will be serving as worship leaders and preachers on the Sundays I  
am gone. I wish I could say that we had everything figured out (my preferred “modus operandi”), but even if we did, life  
often brings a change in even the best-laid plans.  

But I hope you know that no matter how things work out (or occasionally don’t work out), I will always hear the voice of  
Jesus telling me as your pastor to “love, tend and care for” his precious lambs and sheep here at St. Mark’s. All of you are  
dear to me and dear to Jesus. And I’m blessed to be able to continue serving you, even in a more limited capacity. And  
together, we will continue to share Jesus’ inclusive love with our community. 

-Pastor Joe 

* https://overcaffeinatedlutheran.wordpress.com/2016/04/ 


