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CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Joe Larson 
Administrative Assistant: Sydney Thoreson 
Music Director: Alpha Roeszler 
Bookkeeper: Jeannie Baskerville 
 

CONTACT - (701) 235-5591 (Office) 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
Facebook: St Mark’s Lutheran Church Fargo 
Website: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 

WORSHIP LOCATION - Temple Beth El, 
809 11th Avenue South, Fargo, ND 
OFFICE & MAIL - 417 Main Avenue, 
Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
2021-2022 
Pr. Joe Larson 
Ruth Denton-Graber 
Tara Jensen 
Tammy Lanaghan 
Jane Radig 
Peter Schott 
Elna Solvang 
 

 

OFFICERS 
President: Tara 
Vice-Pres: Peter 
Secretary: Jane  
Treasurer: Linda  
Hamann (non-council  
member) 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is  
an inclusive fellowship of God’s  
people centered in Word and  
Sacrament and dedicated to  
serving our urban neighborhood 
and the wider community. 

 
RIC 
St. Mark's is a “Reconciling in 
Christ” Congregation, welcoming 
all to God's unconditional love 
and grace regardless of gender  
identity, gender expression,  
sexual orientation, race,  
ethnicity, or nationality. 

TO: 

June 2022 

417 Main Ave – Suite #401 

FARGO, ND 58103 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Fargo, ND 

Permit No. 482 

Change of address? Please call or email 
Sydney at the office and let her know. 

Thanks! 

WORSHIP: Sundays at 10 a.m. 

IN-PERSON and Livestreamed 

on St. Mark’s YouTube Channel 



 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR JUNE WORSHIP LEADERS 

Date Lector Songleader Altar Guild Usher Camera Tech Coffee Hour 

June 5 
Elna Solvang  

Mary Jane 
Haugen 

Stan Franek Kim Johnson  

June 12 
  Naomi Franek  Kim Johnson  

June 19  
 Elna Solvang  Kim Johnson  

June 26 
 Tara Jensen   Tara Jensen  

*MUSIC NOTES FOR JUNE 2022 

  The hymn, “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #886, is the chosen gathering hymn for Sunday, 
  June 19th. This is a hymn of praise by Charles Wesley and is listed as the first hymn in the Methodist 
  hymnals and is probably the best known of his hymns. It may have been stimulated by another hymn, 
#833, “Oh, that I had a thousand voices” by Johann Mentzer, a Lutheran pastor. Or it may be that Mentzer’s hymn, 
which Moravians loved to sing, stood behind the remark of the Moravian Peter Hohler, who said to Charles Wesley, 
“Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Him (Christ) with them all. Wesley apparently wrote the hymn on May 
21, 1739 to commemorate his conversion experience. When first published, it had eighteen stanzas. The ELW uses 
verses 7, 8, 9, 11, 13 and 1 (in that order). 

The tune AZMON is an arrangement by Lowell Mason made of a melody by Carl. C. Glaser.  Mason heard it on one 
of his trips to Europe and named it in reference to a biblical place name in Numbers 34 and Joshua 15. He changed 
the original melody to 3/4 meter that is used today. 

Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 
*Excerpts attributed to ELW Hymnal Companion, Augsburg Fortress  
We are looking for song leaders so please consider this.  We are finding that the live-streaming is much better with a 
song leader for our hymn singing. 

SIGNUP GENIUS for WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
We have a free account online with “SignUp Genius” for scheduling worship assistants - ushers, lectors,  
song leaders, camera techs, altar guild and coffee hour. Just click on the link below and you will see the easy  
sign-up sheet for June, July, and August of 2022. If you prefer to call Sydney at the office, you can also sign up that 
way – 701.235.5591. Thank you!   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040445A4AA2CA0FF2-worship 

St. Mark’s Covid-19 Risk Mitigation Policy - March 17, 2022 
Due to the continued decline in Covid-19 cases St. Mark’s is updating our policies for in person worship services and  
activities. Masking is no longer required. Many individuals may choose to wear a mask at any time.  Continue to  
respect their decisions. Please wear a mask and social distance or join online if you feel you have an illness or  
compromised immune system.  - St. Mark’s Church Council 
           

NEW MEMBERS?!?  

Are you interested in becoming a member of our St. Mark’s congregation? If you are interested, please contact 
Pastor Joe at 612-750-5079 or pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


 

 

Sunday, June 5, will be Emergency Food Pantry Sunday. Our May donations equaled 73.70 bs.  

The current challenge is to collect 135 lbs. from April through August. We only need 40 more lbs. to meet our  
challenge. 

The list of needs at the Emergency Food pantry includes rice (one-pound bag of white or brown rice), canned  
tomatoes, canned soup, canned beans, toilet paper, bar soap, diapers (size 3 or 4), dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, 
laundry soap, hand soap, toothbrushes, men’s deodorant and shaving cream, shampoo, conditioner, and body 
wash. Besides these items, they also accept other non-perishable items, basic hygiene items, and paper, plastic, and 
fabric grocery bags. 

If you will not be in church but would still like to donate items, they may be brought to the pantry (1101 4 Ave N, 
Fargo) between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday. There is a box just inside the warehouse door to put 
your donations in. They also have bins to collect donations at the following grocery stores: all area Hornbacher’s, 
Family Fare locations in Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo, and CashWise in Fargo.  

If you would prefer to support the Emergency Food Panty financially, you may either mail a check to Emergency 
Food Pantry, PO BOX 2821, Fargo ND 58108 or by donating on-line by going to their website,  
emergencyfoodpantry.com, and clicking on the “How You Can Help” tab. You may also write a check out to St. 
Marks with “Emergency Food Pantry” listed on the memo line. 

- Jane Radig 

Emergency Food Pantry Sunday 

Dear all, 
We need more volunteers, looks like, as we are expecting arrivals this summer. Can you help me to recruit more  
volunteers? if you know of someone who is interested, please show them the website to sign up.  
Www.lirs.org/volunteer . The information goes to the HQ in Baltimore but I will get the names and contact  
information every Monday from them. 

Thank you, 

Turdukan Tostokova  

Our Afghan family has been befriended and  
enriched this spring by donations and deliveries.   
Moving into a house from an apartment--for 12  
people--was a huge blessing. And to make it better,  
individuals  came up with a vacuum cleaner, and a  
freezer, and cash for a lawn mower! The funds  
raised May 15 for the mower came  hilariously  
close to the amount needed! There was $223 in  
the green jar, still warm, when it went to the  
hardware store, where we got the electric mower  
and two cords for $226.54!  Tremendous thanks for 
the donors, counters, and expediters.  The family  
appreciates and uses these gifts. Volunteers have  
been putting in regular hours of conversation,  
driving, and making life easier for our family and  
many other newcomers. Welcome the Stranger!   
(We mean it.)  

Ahmad Zia did most of the assembly 
of the mower. His brothers, Hikmat 

and Khalid, are also  
interested.  

MESSAGE FROM LIRS 

OUR AFGHAN FAMILY 

http://www.lirs.org/volunteer


 

 

GOSPEL READINGS: 

June 5: Pentecost Sunday 
John 14:8-17 [25-27]  
The Father will give you another Advocate, the Spirit 
of truth  

June 12:  Trinity Sunday 
John 16:12-15  
The Spirit will guide you into the truth  

June 19: Pentecost 2 
Luke 8:26-39  
Jesus casts out demons possessing a man of the 
Gerasenes  

June 26: Pentecost 3 
Luke 9:51-62  
Jesus says, Follow me and do not look back  

Jun 5: Food Pantry Sunday 

Jun 5: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 
10am  

Jun 12: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 
10am 

Jun 19: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 
10am 

Jun 26: In-Person Worship Service and live on YouTube, 
10am 

Jun 27: Newsletter articles due 

Jun 30: Newsletter Assembly & Mailing, 9:30am 

*June Council Meeting: date to be determined 

June 2022 Calendar 

Graduation Blessings 

Congratulations to PJ Graber on his graduation 

from NDSU on May 14, 2022, Cum Laude with a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Technical Theatre.  

St. Mark’s congregation presented him with a 

quilt during the worship service on May 15th. 

“Wrapped in our love” we congratulate you, PJ! 

June 5: Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens  

June 12: Pastor Joe Larson  

June 19: Michelle Walka  

June 26: Pastor Joe Larson  

July 3: Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens  

July 10: Pastor Joe Larson  

July 17: Jon Leiseth  

July 24: Pastor Joe Larson  

July 31: Christopher Friese  

*This is what our schedule currently looks 

like so far but if anything changes, we will 

do our best to let our members know as 

soon as possible. 

June and July Sunday  

Preaching Schedule 

Sunday May 16th 2022 was the semi-annual meeting 

where new members were added to the council. The 

new council members include Jon Golberg, Linda 

Hamann, Brian Buteyn-Soeby, and Linda Graf. 

The council had their normal monthly meeting on 

Thursday May 26th where they voted on a new  

council president so that will be announced in July’s  

Newsletter as well as the new member’s positions 

and terms. 

New Council Members 

AMAZONSMILE 
If you are shopping on AmazonSmile, you can also 

benefit our church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to St Mark’s if you use the following 

link:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174


 

 

THE INFORMANT is published monthly by St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 417 Main Ave. – Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Published on 
May 26th 2022, this is the JUNE 2022 Informant, Issue 6. 

JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE  

“When the day of Pentecost had come, [the disciples] 
were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were  
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of  
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them  
ability…. All [the people] were amazed and  
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled 
with new wine.’”     - Acts 2:1-4,12-13 (NRSV) 

“Change is the only constant in life.”  
      - Heraclitus (ancient Greek philosopher) 

“FACING CHANGE” 

Who Moved My Cheese is a short book by Dr. Spencer Johnson, which I first read years ago during my previous career in 
social services. It’s really a parable about facing change—especially about the varied ways individuals react to change in 
their lives. In the story, Sniff, Scurry, Hem and Haw are four characters who live in a giant maze. They have always spent 
their days in a large room that was full of cheese (representing the fulfillment of their every need.) They never had to  
worry about having enough cheese or where to find more. 

One morning, however, they discover the cheese is gone. They wonder who moved it and why. Hem and Haw spend a lot  
of time lamenting the good old days—each morning hoping that their cheese would reappear. But Sniff and Scurry have a 
different reaction. They quickly tire of their friends’ complaints, and one day take off in search of new cheese.  

Several days after their departure, Haw also has a change of mind. He gathers up his courage and decides to set off on his 
own. Before leaving, Haw begs Hem to come with him, but Hem stubbornly refuses. During his long journey through the 
maze, Haw writes things he learns along the way on the wall—with the hope that one day Hem might follow. In the end, 
Haw discovers a new, huge room filled with cheese—with Sniff and Scurry already there.   

This cheese story is a parable for anyone who’s afraid of change. Like any of us facing a difficult life situation, or loss of a 
job, or the diagnosis of a serious illness. Like churches that resist anything new—and follow the cardinal rule for  
congregations: “But that’s the way we’ve always done it!” 

But I think the cheese story is the perfect parable for Pentecost. Just like the characters in the cheese story, the disciples of 
the first Pentecost are called to experience something new. Something never done before. Something they don’t expect—as 
they gather together in anxious prayer, worrying what they will do now that Jesus is gone. Suddenly, a fierce wind blows 
through the windows, and flames ignite over their heads.  Spontaneously, everybody starts speaking different languages. 
Some people think they’re drunk. In reality, it’s the Holy Spirit—changing how they speak and act. 

We Christians call Pentecost the birthday of the Church. But in many congregations, it’s a pretty dull party. Most of us  
Lutherans would never do what those early believers did. But maybe that’s what has brought us to where we are today. The 
age of a dying Church. Where someday soon, there will be more Americans claiming no church affiliation than those sitting 
in the pews on Sunday mornings. 

Which tells us something needs to change. I believe living out the Gospel means daring to make decisions, even when we  
fear the consequences. Hudson Taylor, a British missionary, once said: “Unless our Christian life is lived with elements of 
risk in our exploits for God, there is no need for faith.” The early Christians in the Book of Acts faced persecution and  
imprisonment, even death. Pentecost is a symbol of that kind of faith. A faith so desperately needed in our modern world. 

Today, St. Mark’s is facing change. At the beginning of May, I started serving as a part-time pastor. A big change for me. 
I’m still figuring out how to manage my new schedule and how to prioritize the various aspects of my ministry. For the  
time being (through the end of September), we will have pulpit supply pastors every other Sunday. And a call committee  
has been formed and has met a couple times to begin their work of calling another pastor to work with me—another major 
change for St. Mark’s. 

We don’t know where all these changes might lead us. But I do know that at various points it will be easy for anyone of us  
to say, “Who moved my cheese?” It’s a natural reaction. Yet, I believe God calls us to look beyond that question, and to  
ask ourselves, “Where is the Holy Spirit moving us?” I ask you to join me in praying that question every day, as together  
we seek to follow Jesus in this new adventure.  

- Pastor Joe 


