
THE MEANING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
The Advent Wreath 
The Advent wreath is a circular garland of 
evergreen branches representing eternity. On 
that wreath, four or five candles are typically 
arranged. During the season of Advent, one 
candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday. Each 
candle represents an aspect of the spiritual 
preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Advent Wreath Candles 
Set on the branches of the Advent wreath are four candles, which may include 
three blue (or purple) candles, and sometimes one pink candle. Some people 
put a white candle in the center of the wreath. Together, these candles 
represent the coming of the light of Christ into the world. 

 
ADVENT 1:  The Candle of Hope, or Prophecy Candle 
On the first Sunday of Advent, the first blue candle is lit. This candle is 
called the “Candle of Hope,” as well as the “Prophecy Candle,” in 
remembrance of the prophets, primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth of 
Christ: “Therefore the Lord… will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 
7:14, NRSV) This first candle represents hope or expectation in anticipation 
of the coming Messiah. 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world.  
This Advent, help us to slow down, listen to your voice, and  
focus on what’s really important. As we light the first candle  
on our Advent wreath, may the light of your presence bring  
hope to our hearts and our world. Amen. 

 
ADVENT 2:  The Candle of Peace, or Angels Candle 
The second candle, called the “Candle of Peace” or “Angels Candle,” 
represents peace: “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom [God] favors!’” (Luke 2:13–14) 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas  
as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, take away our fears and  
fill us with your deep, abiding peace. As we light two candles  
on our Advent wreath, inspire us to share that peace with  
everyone we encounter, especially those who need it most. Amen. 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/christianity-symbols-illustrated-glossary-4051292
https://www.thoughtco.com/meaning-of-advent-700455
https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.thoughtco.com/make-an-advent-wreath-541638
https://www.thoughtco.com/christianity-symbols-illustrated-glossary-4051292
https://www.thoughtco.com/book-of-isaiah-701145
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-christmas-story-of-the-birth-of-jesus-700208
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-christmas-story-of-the-birth-of-jesus-700208
https://www.thoughtco.com/angel-colors-purple-light-ray-123863


 

ADVENT 3:  The Candle of Joy, or Shepherd’s Candle 
On the third Sunday of Advent the pink or rose-colored (sometimes blue) 
candle is lit as the “Candle of Joy.” This candle is sometimes called the 
“Shepherds Candle,” representing the joyful news given to the shepherds: 
“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord.’” (Luke 2:8–11) 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, make us aware of the joy you bring into  
our busy lives. We want to find you in the everyday moments,  
and come with joyful hearts to your manger on Christmas.  
As we light three candles on our Advent wreath, inspire us to share  
this joy with our family, friends, and everyone we meet each day. Amen. 

 
ADVENT 4:  The Candle of Love, or Bethlehem Candle 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, the second blue candle is lit. This candle 
typically represents love. Some traditions call this the “Bethlehem Candle,” 
symbolizing Christ's manger: “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12) 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in  
our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at your great love  
for us. As we light the four candles on our Advent wreath, show us how 
we can share your love with everyone we encounter this week. Amen. 

 
CHRISTMAS:  The Christ Candle 
On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit. This candle is called the 
"Christ Candle" and represents the light of Christ that has come into the 
world. The color white represents light and redemption: “‘Learn to do good; 
seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool. (Isaiah 1:18) 
 

PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, come into our hearts and lives on this  
holy day. We thank you for the greatest give we can ever receive—
the gift of your love. Help us to bring your love to those in need 
among us. As we light the Christ candle, fill us with hope and peace, 
and joy and love, as we celebrate your birth this Christmas. Amen. 
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