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Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  August 30, 2020 
 

Prelude: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing – Becki Slagle-Mayo 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace,  

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #807 – Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

 
 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

 streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 

 teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

 Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor, daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter, bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:   Let us pray. O God, 
C:  We thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.  

       Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to  

       follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Romans 12.9-21                                                                                      - Naomi Franek 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 

thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals 

on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
  
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 26:1-8  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                            - Becky Barry                             
 

 L: 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived  

     with integrity;  

           I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 

 C: 2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 

   examine my heart and my mind. 

 L: 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

   I have walked faithfully with you. 

 C: 4I have not sat with the worthless, 

   nor do I consort with the deceitful.   

 L: 5I have hated the company of evildoers; 

   I will not sit down with the wicked. 

 C: 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 

   that I may go in procession round your altar, 

 L: 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

   and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

 C: 8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 

   and the place where your glory abides.  
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:  
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #798 –  Will You Come and Follow Me 
 

1 "Will you come and follow me. if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know, and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown, in you and you in me?” 
 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind, if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind, and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r, in you and you in me?” 
 

3 "Will you let the blinded see, if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free, and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean, in you and you in me?” 
 

4 "Will you love the you you hide, if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside, and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found, to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound, in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true, when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you, and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go, where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow, in you and you in me. 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer. 
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Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #802 – Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
 follow his example pure, 
 through a world that would deceive us 
 and to sin our spirits lure. 
 Onward in his footsteps treading, 
 trav'lers here, our home above, 
 full of faith and hope and love, 
 let us do our Savior's bidding. 
 Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
 I shall follow where you guide. 
 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 
 and with patience bear our cross. 
 Joy will follow all our sadness; 
 where he is there is no loss. 
 Though today we sow no laughter, 
 we shall reap celestial joy: 
 all discomforts that annoy 
 shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
 Jesus, here I share your woe; 
 help me there your joy to know. 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
 Since by death he conquered death, 
 he will free us from destruction, 
 give to us immortal breath. 
 Let us mortify all passion 
 that would lead us into sin; 
 and the grave that shuts us in 
 shall but prove the gate of heaven. 
 Jesus, here with you I die, 
 there to live with you on high. 
 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
 He has risen from the dead 
 that to life we may awaken. 
 Jesus, you are now our head, 
 we are your own living members; 
 where you live, there we shall be 
 in your presence constantly, 
 living there with you forever. 
 Jesus, let me faithful be; 
 life eternal grant to me.

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 

Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  
 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Hornpipe - Handel 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Helen Beth Kuhens, Guest Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Naomi Franek, Lector 

- Becky Barry, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”, Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of 

Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“Will You Come and Follow Me”, Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S.  Mason 

Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Marilyn Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Barbie and Milt Yergens, Becky Barry, and Joyce Bonawitz 
Fargo Conference Prayer: St. John Lutheran Church, Fargo – Erick Thompson and Brian Hansen, Pastors 
 

OUR THANKS to Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens for preaching and presiding today while Pastor Joe is on 
vacation. He will return to the office on Tuesday this week. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS to Tammy Lanaghan, who presided at worship last Sunday, as well as, wearing the 
hat of media coordinator. She did a terrific job! 
 
AUGUST 30th Fellowship Time:  After our live-stream worship today you are invited to join in a 
fellowship time outside on the lawn at the synagogue. Bring a chair and your own beverage if you’d like. 
We will wear masks and continue to social distance. Hope you can join us! 
 
GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS: Our Rally Day service will be on Sunday, September 13! Following the 
service we will have an outdoor activity at the synagogue. We will have a time of fellowship and you are 
invited to help assemble the school kits. Please wear a mask and be mindful of social distancing. Bring a 
beverage (no food or drink will be served) and a chair. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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