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Fifth Sunday in Lent  —  March 29, 2020 

 
Prelude 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent gathers us in the wilderness  
  to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. Let us confess our sins together. 
L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 
C: We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  We turn inward, afraid of the world  
      around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do  
 so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward 
 the future, where your forgiveness is sure and your love overflows. Amen. 
 

L:  Like a person wandering along a dark path, God gives us light to see our way. 
 Like a stream in the desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 
 Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God gives us life in the midst of death. 
 During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ,  

God forgives you all your sin and cherishes you as a beloved child.   C:  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #532 – “Gather Us In” 
 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

                                                          Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Greeting 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
L:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent Jesus into the world to free us all from sin and death.  
C:  Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ  
 and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
    who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-4, 7-14 
 1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD…. 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  
 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”   
 

L: The word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God.  
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Children’s Sermon 
 
Psalm 130 (read responsively): 
L: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
C: O Lord, hear my voice!  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
L: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
L: I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
L: O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;  
C: With the Lord there is plenteous redemption. For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter (John 9:1-9).  C:  Glory, to you O Lord. 
 
Gospel Reading:  John 11:1-3, 17, 19-27, 32-44 
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb four days..,, 19 many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother.  
 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died….23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life…. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God….”  
 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”        
L:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #379 – “Now the Green Blade Rises”  
 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green.

      Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958; Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. 

 

Prayers of Intercession:     L:  Lord in your mercy   C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
L:  Go in peace and love. Serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:     
 
THANK YOU for joining us online for worship this morning!   
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 
individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We have canceled worship services at Temple Beth El Synagogue until 
further notice. Services will continue online on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our address is: St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Avenue, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate 
online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. You can do a one-
time gift or register for monthly deductions via your credit card or bank account. 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot 
Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, 
Leah Martell Torkelson, Amanda Vivier and family, Chris Maki, Dona Jordan, Viola Ware, 
Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Aurora Sobolik, Ron Schwartz, Bracken Rourke, Phyllis and Jodi 
Schreiner. Fargo Conference Prayer: Horace Lutheran Church, Horace, ND: Pastor Patrick 
Loree. We also remember the health care workers in our church community who are at the front 
lines of the current COVID-19 pandemic: Adam Johnston, Wendy Witteman and Jeff Ware 
(nurses), Lee Clarens (pharmacist), Barbara Edin (physical therapist), as well as Ruth Denton-
Graber and Linda Hamann (mental health professionals). 
 
FLOWERS: We are collecting donations for the flower fund to purchase plants, palms, and 
flowers for Palm Sunday/Easter.  In the event we don’t have those services in the church 
building, we will use these funds for other celebratory services. Thank you! 
 
LENTEN BOOK STUDY continues Wednesdays, April 1 and April 8, online. We are using an 
online meeting app called “Zoom.”  Pastor Joe and Tammy Lanaghan are the leaders.  
 
FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY is April 5. Consider sending a check this month (instead of 
collecting items) to the Emergency Food Pantry, PO Box 2821, Fargo, ND 58108. 
 
 
 
CANCELLATIONS: 
• April 1, and April 8 – Worship at Churches United (Micah’s Mission)  
• April 10 - Good Friday Joint Service  
• April 26 – Temple Beth El’s “Taste of Jewish Tradition” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail:  417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: 
Pastor Joe Larson: Cell:  612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
 
Psalm: Reprinted from Psalter for Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of 1517 Media. 

http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html

