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2nd Sunday of Easter—  April 19, 2020 
 

Prelude                                           "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth" - G.F. Handel arr. by Lani Smith 
 
Opening Litany: 
L: Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
L: Like the disciples, we gather in our rooms, wondering whether it is safe  

to let Jesus in, longing for a miracle, and daring to hope. 
C: Like the disciples, we feel afraid, and are full of doubt. 
L: Come, O Risen Christ, come enter our homes and be present among us. 
C: Come, Jesus, and show me how to not hide in fear, but to open the 
     door of my heart to you. 
L: As Thomas saw and touched you, and finally believed, 
C: Grant each of us the courage to live as witnesses to your resurrection. 
L: Move us to speak our faith aloud and boldly share your love, 
C: Despite our fears and doubts. 
L: Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW #363 – “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” 
 

1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

 God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness, 
 loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters; 
 led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 
 

2 'Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison, 
 and from three days' sleep in death as a sun has risen. 
 All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 
 from the Light to whom we give laud and praise undying. 
 

3 Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 
 with the royal feast of feasts comes its joy to render; 
 comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 
 welcomes in unwearied strain Jesus' resurrection! 
 

4 Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb's dark portal, 
 nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal: 
 but today, among your own, you appear, bestowing 
 your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing.  
 

5 Alleluia! now we cry to our Lord immortal, 
 who triumphant burst the bars of the tomb's dark portal; 
 Alleluia! with the Son, God the Father praising; 
 Alleluia! yet again to the Spirit raising. 
 
Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day: 
L:  Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, 
C: The strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have 

not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: 1 Peter 1.3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for 
a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more 
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 118 (read responsively): 
L: Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good 
     above all other.” 
C: All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people. 
L: But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 
C: I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips.   
L: LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
C: My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
L: I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night. 
C: I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.   
L: My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. 
C: For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit. 
L: You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand  
     are pleasures forevermore.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 20.19-31 
     19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
    24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
    26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
    30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #635 - “We Walk by Faith” 
 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with gracious words draw near, 
O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: "My peace be with you here." 

 

2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor follow where you trod; 
 but in your promise we rejoice, and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near and seek where you are found: 

 

4 For you, O resurrected Lord, are found in means divine: 
beneath the water and the word, beneath the bread and wine. 

 

5 And when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light 
 we may behold you as you are, with full and endless sight. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:   L: Lord in your mercy   C: Hear our prayer. 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn: ELW #465 – “As the Grains of Wheat” 
 

Refrain: As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill, were gathered into one to become our bread;  
           So may all your people from all the ends of earth be gathered into one in you. 
 

1. As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 
 

2.   Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come, when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing & Dismissal:   L: Go in peace. Christ is risen!   C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                                                                                         “Courante” - George Friedrich Handel 
 

Psalm: Reprinted from Psalter for Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of 1517 Media. 
“As the Grains of Wheat” and “We Walk by Faith” reprinted under permission of OneLicense A-726218. 

 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Pastor Joe Larson 
Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
Emma Schott, Lector 
Charlie Jordan, Psalm 
Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further notice. 
Services will continue online on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook live stream at: 
     www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 
INTERFAITH EVENT TODAY: Back in January our inter-faith, multi-generational education times focused 
on refugees and displaced persons, and the skills, resilience and challenges of being displaced. During the 
International Potluck, Rabbi Janeen and David Meyers reflected on the theological significance of the 
displacement of the Jews during the Exile. The following Sunday, Matuor Alier, who resettled in Fargo from 
South Sudan, was our conversation partner. Our third session was postponed due to snow and rescheduled for 
today. After worship we will gather for conversation with Fahima Alizada, a Concordia senior, whose home 
country is Afghanistan. We will resume the conversation about displacement, resettlement, and resilience. We 
will also consider the role of faith in that journey. Here’s a link to the Zoom meeting 

When: Apr 19, 2020 10:45 AM CST 
You should register in advance for this meeting at: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting either online or by phone. 

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAYS: St. Mark's will be offering Holden Evening 
Prayer every Wednesday at 7 pm during the season of Easter through May 27. This past Wednesday we 
tried Zoom, but it did not go very well, so next Wednesday, April 22, we will worship together via 
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

After the evening service, join us for a short time of virtual fellowship time. 
For that, you need to pre-register for this Zoom meeting at:  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mld-CurjIr-m2M0X7JGlwnipyLErrOEQ 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining  
joining the meeting either online or by phone. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 
Maki, Dona Jordan, Viola Ware, Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Joyce Bonawitz, Harvey and Katherine Brudvig, Anna Burger, and Brian Buteyn 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Norman Lutheran Church, Kindred, ND; Pastor Kathy Valan, Interim. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can 
also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
You have the option of making a one-time gift or monthly deductions via your credit card or bank account. 
Questions about how to do that? – Contact Naomi at admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 
 

QUERY BOOK CLUB - APRIL 21: Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. 
Our next gathering will be via Zoom on Tuesday, April 21 at 5:30 pm. We will be reading "UnClobber: 
Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality." This book reexamines the frequently used "clobber" 
passages of Scripture, alternating with the story of Colby Martin--a heterosexual pastor who was fired from an 
evangelical megachurch when they discovered his stance on sexuality. The April 21 discussion will be done 
online via Zoom. - Register in advance for this Zoom meeting:  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtce-rqjgtHdSXxej_myWzgpimSXcAmgho 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email about joining the meeting. 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on April 24 – thanks! 
 
 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson: Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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