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Fifth Sunday of Easter  —  May 10, 2020 

 

Prelude:  “Thy Holy Wings, O Savior,” by Ron Di Salvio 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
L: Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
L: Holy Risen One, we look for your presence in our world today. 
C: As we go about our daily lives, sometimes we don’t know where we are going. 
L: Holy Risen One, we long for your presence in our homes. 
C: As we walk through new ways of doing everything, sometimes we feel overwhelmed. 
L: Holy Risen One, we need your peace in our troubled hearts. 
C:  As we worship in our separate dwellings, sometimes we feel isolated and alone. 
L: Holy Risen One, we yearn to arrive at the place prepared for us with you. 
C: As we put our trust in your promise that in God’s house, there is room for all of us. 
L: Holy Risen One, we believe that you are the way, the truth, and the life. 
C: As we seek to follow you, walk with us in our shared journey. 
L: Holy Risen One, we see God’s love revealed through your death and resurrection. 
C: As we celebrate your love for each of us, show us how to share that love with others. 
L: As witnesses of the resurrection, let us boldly proclaim: Christ is risen! 
ALL:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW #364 – “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia! (Mfurahini, Haleluya)” -  Verses 1-2 
 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom. Refrain 
 

 Refrain: Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.  
   Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
   Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst, until its strength by God was dispersed. 
 He who gives life did death undergo, and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 
 

Music: Tanzanian traditional. Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922; Swahili text © 1968 Lutheran Theological 
College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. English text © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
 

Greeting: 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day: 
L:  Let us pray. Almighty God, 
C: We thank you that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  Show us how to follow in the way  
 of love that Jesus taught, and to share your grace with all the world. For the risen Christ  
      lives and dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

First Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-10 (NRSV)                            - Oliver Jensen 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 
3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to one who is a living stone, though rejected by 
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a          
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ….   
9You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (read responsively)                                          - Kim Johnson 
L:  In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
C:  Deliver me in your righteousness. 
L:  Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
C:  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold. 
L:  For the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
C:  Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength.  
L:  Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
C:  My times are in your hand. 
L:  Rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
C:  And from those who persecute me. 
L:  Let your face shine upon your servant;  
C:  Save me in your steadfast love. 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 14:1-14 (NIV) 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: #613 – “Thy Holy Wings” 
 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment be lived within thy grace. 
 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn and need thy tender care. 
 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:   L: Lord in your mercy   C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn: ELW #536– “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
 

 1   God be with you till we meet again; 
 by good counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Refrain:  Till we meet, till we meet, 
   till we meet at Jesus' feet;  
   till we meet, till we meet,  
   God be with you till we meet again. 

 

2 God be with you till we meet again; 
 holy wings securely hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 
 

3 God be with you till we meet again; 
 when life's perils thick confound you, 
 put unfailing arms around you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 
Dismissal:  L: Go in peace. Christ is risen! C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude: “Faith,” by Felix Mendelssohn                                                                                                                           
 
 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Pastor Joe Larson 
Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
Oliver Jensen, Lector 
Kim Johnson, Psalm 
Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of 1517 Media. 
Hymns: Admin. Augsburg/Fortress reprinted under permission of OneLicense.net A-726218. 

 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson: Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 

Church Office: 701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further notice.  
Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, MAY 17, AFTER WORSHIP:  
Join us after Sunday worship on May 17 at 10:45 am for a short virtual coffee hour, followed by our semi-annual 
congregational meeting (starting at 11:15 am) via Zoom. This meeting will include annual reports and election of 
council members. Register on Zoom (one meeting for both) at:  
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599;  Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 
Maki, Dona Jordan, Viola Ware, Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

We also remember Mary Brown, the wife of Rev. Charlie Brown (who served as pastor of St. Mark’s from 
1983 to 1988). Mary passed away on May 4. Her parents, Charlie and Ellanora Houtkooper, were members of St. 
Marks, and Mary was baptized and confirmed here. A private interment will be held on Tuesday, May 12 at 
Sunset Memorial Cemetery in Fargo. A celebration of life will be held at a later date. May God bless Charlie and 
his family in their grief, and shelter Mary with all the saints in God’s perpetual light. Here is a link to her 
obituary: https://www.holcombhenryboom.com/obituary/mary-brown. 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Carly, Amelia, and Oscar Gaddie; Linda Graf; and Marianne Garvey.  
Fargo Conference Prayer: St. Paul's and Buffalo Lutheran Churches and their Pastor Bill Ahlfeldt. 
 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAYS: St. Mark's will be offering Holden Evening 
Prayer every Wednesday at 7 pm during the season of Easter through May 20. Join us for worship on 
May 13 via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

After the evening service, join us for a short time of virtual fellowship time. 
For that, you need to pre-register for this Zoom meeting at:  
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mld-CurjIr-m2M0X7JGlwnipyLErrOEQ 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining  
joining the meeting either online or by phone. 

 

THE FARGO CONFERENCE GATHERING will be on Thursday, May 21 at 7pm. It will be a 
combination of small congregational gatherings observing protocols and a virtual event.  More details will 
follow when we get closer to the event.  The business of this gathering is to forward on our choices for bishop 
consideration to the synod assembly which has been moved to August 15-16, 2020.    
 

VIRTUAL IMMERSION EXPERIENCE - Dacotah Oyate Lutheran Church: The EaND Synod invites 
you to participate in this 4-part series to learn more about Native American culture and what we can do as a 
synod to “walk together.” Each session will feature a presentation and opportunity for Q&A, led by Pastor 
Larry Thiele and the Synod’s Hunger and Justice Committee. Two sessions have already taken place, but here 
are the topics for upcoming sessions: 
 

• Thursday, May 14 – Traditional Roles and Responsibilities – 10am 
• Thursday, May 21 – Christ in Culture – 10am 

 

This is open to everyone! The content will build each week, but if you cannot attend one session, don’t let that 
stop you from taking part in the others. Recordings will be available on the synod website at 
http://www.eandsynod.org/events.This event is FREE, but registration is required and space is limited.  
Please click on this link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsc-2tqzotHNL21QbJpZUueiroj_xKZPl2 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
You have the option of making a one-time gift or monthly deductions via your credit card or bank account. 
Questions about how to do that? – Contact Naomi at admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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