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6th Sunday of Easter  —  May 17, 2020 

 

Prelude:  “Now the Vault,” by John Carter 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (read responsively) 
 

Leader: Christ is risen! 
Congregation: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
L: We gather together in the presence of God, 
C: The One who made heaven and earth. 
L: We gather in the presence of the Creator of our world, 
C: The One who gave us life and breath. 
L: We gather in the presence of the One who is never far away, 
C: The One in whom we live and move and have our being. 
L: We gather in the presence of the risen Christ, 
C: The One who promises to never leave us alone. 
L: We gather in the presence of the Spirit of truth, 
C: The One who is our Advocate and who dwells with us, even we are apart. 
L: As witnesses of the resurrection, let us boldly proclaim: Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #367- “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” – Verses 1-3  
 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds, in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph;  

grant grace sufficient for life's day, that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.;  Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day: 
L:  Let us pray. Almighty God and ever-living God, 
C: You hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy, hear the  
 prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 (NRSV)                                                           - Cindy Roholt            
     13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 
will, than to suffer for doing evil.                                                               (continued on next page) 
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     18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 66:8-12, 16-20  (read responsively)                                                               - Jon Leiseth 
 

L:  Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 
C: Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
L: For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
C: You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
L: You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
    but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
C: Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
L:  I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
C: If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me. 
L: But in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
C: Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21 & 15:12-13 (NRSV) 
    [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 
he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  
19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them….  
    15:12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – by Pastor Joe 
 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #781 – “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy. 

 
       Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958.  Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Prayers of Intercession - Each petition ends with the following response: 
L: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
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Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.         C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #708 – “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
 

    Refrain:   Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
  show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 
 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, 
 neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain 
 

3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain 
 

4 Kneels at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with you.  Refrain 

 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.; Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Blessing 
 
Dismissal -  L: Go in peace. Christ is risen!  C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude: “Children of the Heavenly Father,” by Anna Laura Page 
 
 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
Pastor Joe Larson 
Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
Cindy Roholt, Lector 
Jon Leiseth, Psalm 
Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of 1517 Media. 
Hymns: Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218. 

 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 

Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further notice.  
Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, MAY 17, AFTER WORSHIP:  
Join us today after worship at 10:45 am for a short virtual coffee hour, followed by our semi-annual 
congregational meeting (starting at 11:15 am) via Zoom. This meeting will include annual reports and election of 
council members. Register on Zoom (one meeting for both) at:  
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599;  Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 
Maki, Dona Jordan, Viola Ware, Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Brad Graber and Ruth Denton-Graber, Sarah and PJ; Stan, Naomi, and Ann Franek 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Lutheran Church of the Cross, West Fargo – Joel Baranko and Megan Casper, Pastors. 
 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAYS: St. Mark's will be offering Holden Evening 
Prayer every Wednesday at 7 pm during the season of Easter through May 20. Join us for worship on 
May 20 via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

After the evening service, join us for a short time of virtual fellowship time. 
For that, you need to pre-register for this Zoom meeting at:  
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Mld-CurjIr-m2M0X7JGlwnipyLErrOEQ 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining  
joining the meeting either online or by phone. 

 

THE FARGO CONFERENCE GATHERING will be on Thursday, May 21 at 7pm. It will be a 
combination of small congregational gatherings observing protocols and a virtual event.  More details will 
follow when we get closer to the event.  The business of this gathering is to forward on our choices for bishop 
consideration to the synod assembly which has been moved to August 15-16, 2020.    
 

VIRTUAL IMMERSION EXPERIENCE - Dacotah Oyate Lutheran Church: The EaND Synod invites 
you to participate in this 4-part series to learn more about Native American culture and what we can do as a 
synod to “walk together.” Each session will feature a presentation and opportunity for Q&A, led by Pastor 
Larry Thiele and the Synod’s Hunger and Justice Committee. Three sessions have already taken place, but here 
is the info for the final session:  Thursday, May 21 at 10 am – Christ in Culture. 
 

This online workshop is open to everyone! The content will build each week, but if you cannot attend one 
session, don’t let that stop you from taking part in the others. Recordings will be available on the synod 
website at http://www.eandsynod.org/events.This event is FREE, but registration is required. 
Please click on this link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsc-2tqzotHNL21QbJpZUueiroj_xKZPl2 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
You have the option of making a one-time gift or monthly deductions via your credit card or bank account. 
Questions about how to do that? – Contact Naomi at admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw
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