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Third Sunday After Pentecost  —  June 21, 2020 
 

Prelude: “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” - Anne Krentz Organ 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 
 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace, 
 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
   
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #722 – O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 
 

1 O Christ, your heart, compassionate, bore ev'ry human pain. 
Its beating was the pulse of God; its breadth, God's vast domain. 
The heart of God, the heart of Christ combined in perfect rhyme 
to write God's love in human deeds, eternity in time. 
 

2 As once you welcomed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind, 
so may all bruised and broken lives through us your help still find. 
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep alone, 
and help us bear another's pain as though it were our own. 
 

3 O Christ, create new hearts in us that beat in time with yours, 
that, joined by faith with your great heart, become love's open doors.  
We are your body, risen Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield 
that through our life and ministry your love may be revealed. 
 

4 O Love that made the distant stars, yet marks the sparrow's fall, 
whose arms stretched wide upon a cross embrace and bear us all: 
come, make your church a servant church that walks your servant ways, 
whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sacrifice of praise! 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Kyrie 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:  Let us pray. Heavenly Father, our kind protector, 
C: We give thanks that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.  
 We ask that you also would protect us today from sin and all evil, so that our life and actions 

may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls,  
 and all that is ours. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Romans 6.1b-11 -Linda Graf  
      1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who 
died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
      5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from 
sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                               -Linda Hamann 
 

L: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
C: You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
               from far away.  
L: You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.  
C: Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.   
L:    You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  
C: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
L: For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's  
           womb.  
C: I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
L: Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  
C: My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,  
          intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
L: Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  
C: In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none 
          of them as yet existed. 
L: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!  
C: I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am 
         still with you. 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:26-31  (The Inclusive Bible) 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 26“Don’t let people intimidate you. Nothing is concealed that will not be 
revealed. 27What I tell you in darkness, speak in the light. What you hear in private, proclaim from 
the housetops. 28Don’t fear those who can deprive the body of life but can’t destroy the soul. Rather, 
fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna. 29Are not the sparrows sold for pennies? 
Yet not a single sparrow falls to the ground without your Abba God’s knowledge. 30As for you, every 
hair of your head has been counted. 31So don’t be afraid of anything—you are of more than an entire 
flock of sparrows.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “It’s in Your Hands” 
 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #740 – “God of the Sparrow”  
 
 

1 God of the sparrow God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 

 

2 God of the earthquake God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature say Woe 
How does the creature say Save 

 

3 God of the rainbow God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 

4 God of the hungry God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 

 

5 God of the neighbor God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 

 

6 God of the ages God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home 

 
Prayers of Intercession - Each petition ends with the following response: 

 L: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #733 – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
 join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 
Post Communion Prayer  
 

Blessing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” - Larry Shackley 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Pastor Joe Larson 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Linda Graf, Lector 
- Linda Hamann, Psalm 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“O Christ, Our Heart Compassionate -  Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960 Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net  A-726218   
“God of the Sparrow” Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919; Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 
individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;   
    Meeting ID: 874 725 599;  Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier  
and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell 
Torkelson, Chris Maki, Dona Jordan, Viola Ware, Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Brad and Becky King; Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens, Teresa Kuhens 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Elim Lutheran Church, Fargo – Pastor Carol Strand 
 

QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION: Mama’s Boy by Dustin Lance Black is the selection for June. The 
discussion will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, June 23, 7:00-8:30 p.m. For details on joining the meeting 
contact Tammy Lanaghan at shvetapitha@gmail.com.  
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 – thanks! 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL meets via Zoom on Wednesday, June 24, 5:30 p.m. 
 

PANDEMIC PROJECT SIDEWALK ART & CRAFT SHOW (rescheduled) –  
Thursday, June 25, 6:30 – 8 p.m., at Temple Beth El. During the last several months of “stay-at-home” time, 
many people have turned to the arts. You are invited to bring something that represents what you have been 
doing, such as a painting, crafts, knitting, etc., or pictures of your activity to set outside on tables for people to 
view and enjoy. Bring a small card with your name and quick description of your “pandemic project.” 
Sidewalk chalk will also be available! We will practice social-distancing and please wear a mask. Bottled 
water will be provided, but we encourage you to bring your own beverage. (Please eat before you come, as no 
food will be provided this time!) You can also choose to drive up and stay in your car. Join us! 
 
OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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