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Fifth Sunday After Pentecost  —  July 5, 2020 
 

Prelude: O God, Our Help in Ages Past - Jerry Carriway 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  

     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

L: Reconciling God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  

      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 

     We are worried and distracted by many things. 

     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

 We are silent in the face of racism  

 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 

  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace, 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 

 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  

 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 

 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 

 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 

C: Amen. 
   

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #632 – O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home: 
 
2 Under the shadow of your throne 
 your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, 
 and our defense is sure. 
 
3 Before the hills in order stood 
 or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting you are God, 
 to endless years the same. 

4    A thousand ages in your sight 
 are like an evening gone, 
 short as the watch that ends the night 
 before the rising sun. 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 
 they fly forgotten, as a dream 
 dies at the op'ning day. 
 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 still be our guard while troubles last 
 and our eternal home. 
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:  Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. 
C:  You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that 

      we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus 

      Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Zechariah 9.9-12                                                             - Kari Mehr          
 

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 
Psalm 145.8-14 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                               - Anna Burger                                  
 

L:  8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C:  9LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works.  

L:  10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

C:  11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 

L:  12that all people may know of your power 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

C:  13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your  

        dominion endures throughout all ages. 

L:  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and 

        loving in all your works. 

C:  14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
                     

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.  
 
C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
                        
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 

in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him. 

  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
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Hymn of the Day:  ELW #612– Healer of Our Every Ill 

 
Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  

Refrain 

 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.   

     Refrain 

 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  

Refrain 

 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  

Refrain 

Prayers of Intercession - Each petition ends with the following response: 

 L: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 

 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #790 – Day By Day 
 

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

 bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

 Day by day, the blessings Lord, you send me 

 draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 

 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

 brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

 Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

 where at last I'll find eternal rest. 

 

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me 

 strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 

 I will seek your loving will to guide me 

 o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 

 I will fear no evil of the morrow, 

 I will trust in your enduring grace. 

 Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 

 till in glory I behold your face. 

 

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 

 when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 

 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 

 Day by day, no matter what betide me, 

 you will hold me ever in your hand. 

 Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 

 I will reach at last the promised land. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
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Blessing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   
                   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: Day By Day - Melody Bober 
 
 

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 

- Helen Beth Kuhens, Guest Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Cantor 
- Kari Mehr, Lector 
- Anna Burger, Psalm Reader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 

 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 

-Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. Reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  

-Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005; Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218 

-Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
-“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 

-“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 
individuals. 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;   
    Meeting ID: 874 725 599;  Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: The Schuster family, Eric, Abdullah, Dona Jordan, Jim 
Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson 
(Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Brad Graber, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Curt Mahlum; Chris Maki; Karissa Mehr and Jason Melin; and Nancy Monson. 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Hope Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND - Pastors: Chuck Olmstead, Paul Nynas, 
Sarah Seibold, Kevan Smith, Michael Toomey, Kristian Eikevik, and Matt Cordes. 
 

OUR THANKS to Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens for “answering the call” to preach and preside today at our 
livestream service! Pastor Joe returns to the office on Tuesday this week. 
 
SIDEWALK ART & CRAFT SHOW - Thursday, July 9, 6:30 – 8 p.m., at Temple Beth El. After two 
postponements we are hoping that the third time’s a charm! Remember to bring your arts, crafts, etc., a 
mask, and your own snacks if you need them. We will provide water, hand sanitizer, and sidewalk 
chalk. See you soon! 
 
“SPEAKING UP: A Multi-generational Conversation about Race” 
In light of what is happening in our world – and in our own community – the Education Committee is 
introducing a series of discussions on racism. The first three sessions will be via Zoom and held at varied times 
to accommodate different ages and schedules. Selected chapters from Ijeoma Oluo’s book, So You Want To 
Talk About Race? will be available to enrich and expand our conversation.  Join us via Zoom* for one or more 
sessions: 

• Session 1 - Sunday, July 12, 11:30 am -12:30 pm: “What Do We See?”  (Chapter 13) 

• Session 2 - Thursday, July 23, Noon - 1 pm: “What is Racism?”  (Chapter 2) 

• Session 3 - Thursday, Aug. 6: 6:30-7:30 pm: “Policing, Racism and Community” (Chapter 6) 
 

Please email the Church Office (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) for the link to the Zoom meeting. Indicate 
if you would like a copy of the specific chapter. 
 
OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

