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Sixth Sunday After Pentecost  —  July 12, 2020 
 

Prelude: All Things Bright and Beautiful - David Cherwien 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  

     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 

L: Reconciling God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  

      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 

     We are worried and distracted by many things. 

     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

 We are silent in the face of racism  

 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 

  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace, we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 

 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame, we have the promise that God loves you and me. 

 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 

 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 

C: Amen. 
   
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #533 – Open Now the Gates of Beauty 
 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
                         
3   Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 
 here thy seed is duly sown; 
 let my soul, where it is planted, 
 bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
 so that all I hear may be 
 fruitful unto life in me. 
 

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 
 let me keep thy gift divine; 
 howsoe'er temptations thicken, 
 may thy word still o'er me shine 
 as my guiding star through life, 
 as my comfort in all strife. 
 

5  Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 
 let thy will be done indeed; 
 may I undisturbed draw near thee 
      while thou dost thy people feed. 
 Here of life the fountain flows; 
 here is balm for all our woes. 
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:   Let us pray. Almighty God, 
C:  We thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive 

       it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ,  

       our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-13                         -Mary Jane Haugen 
 

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
 

12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 
burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.13Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a 
memorial for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 65:1-13 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                          -Brian Buteyn 
 

L: 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
C: 2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come. 
L: 3Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions. 
C: 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
   They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.   
L: 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
   O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
C: 6You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might. 
L:  7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
C: 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
   you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
L:  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God  
               is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
C: 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the  
               ground and bless its increase. 
L: 11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 
C: 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy. 
L: 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; 
   let them shout for joy and sing.  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Matthew 13:1-9 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!”    
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “Seeds of Grace” – Pastor Joe 
 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #739 – Touch the Earth Lightly 
 

1  Touch the earth lightly, 
use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, 
ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 

2 We who endanger, 
who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that live, 
we who would foster 
clouds of disaster— 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
  

3 Let there be greening, 
birth from the burning, 
water that blesses, and air that is sweet, 
health in God's garden, 
hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 
 

4 God of all living, 
God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 
teach us, deflect us, 
Christ reconnect us, 
using us gently and making us one.

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #679 – For the Fruit of All Creation 
 

1 For the fruit of all creation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For these gifts to ev'ry nation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 future needs in earth's safekeeping, 
 thanks be to God. 
 

2 In the just reward of labor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In the help we give our neighbor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In our worldwide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 in the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the good we all inherit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 most of all, that love has found us, 
 thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: For the Fruit of All Creation - John Leavitt 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Mary Jane Haugen, Lector 
- Brian Buteyn, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
-“Touch the Earth Lightly” - Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931; Text © 1992 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted 
with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
-“For the Fruit of All Creation” Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000; Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted 
with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218 
-Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
-“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
-“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 
individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until 
further notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;   
    Meeting ID: 874 725 599;  Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: The Schuster family, Eric, Abdullah, Dona Jordan, 
Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Brad 
Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Amy and Mackenzie Noer; David and Kristen Pagel; and Jane Radig 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Living Waters Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND – Pastor Dan Dornfield 
 
“SPEAKING UP: A Multi-generational Conversation about Race” 
Today is our first session from the book, So You Want to Talk about Race, by Ijeoma Oluo’s be held 
via Zoom at 11:30 a.m.  We will discuss Chapter 13, “What Do We See?”  Make plans to participate 
in Sessions 2 and 3, also! 
• Session 2 - Thursday, July 23, Noon - 1 pm:  “What Is Racism?” (Chapter 2)  
• Session 3 - Thursday, Aug. 6: 6:30-7:30 pm:  “Policing, Racism and Community” (Chapter 6)               
Please email the Church Office (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) for the link to the Zoom meeting. 
Indicate if you would like a copy of the specific chapter. 
 
AM I CALLED? – A Discernment Conversation for High School Students is sponsored by Region 3 of 
the ELCA, which includes the EaND synod. Interested students may attend one or all 3 online sessions:  

1) Vocation – I am Called? July 29; 11am – Noon 
2) Public Ministry in the ELCA – Pastors, Deacons, and More! August 5; 11am – Noon 
3) How Do I Get There? – College Seminary and Other Things You Need to Know. Aug. 12; 11 am – Noon 

Register online at: www.swmnsynod.formstack.com/forms/discernment. For more information, 
contact Deacon Krista Anderson at: krista.m.anderson@elca.org or 651.208.7713. 

 
OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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