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Seventh Sunday After Pentecost  —  July 19, 2020 
 

Prelude: Song of Faith - Johann Kuhnau 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace,  

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #399 – O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 
 

1 O Holy Spirit, root of life, 
 creator, cleanser of all things: 
 anoint our wounds, awaken us 
 with lustrous movement of your wings. 
 

2 Eternal vigor, Saving One, 
 you free us by your living Word, 
 becoming flesh to wear our pain, 
 and all creation is restored. 

 

3   O holy Wisdom, soaring pow'r, 
 encompass us with wings unfurled, 
 and carry us, encircling all 
 above, below, and through the world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. Merciful God, 
C: As grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread,  
  so let may we be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,  
  for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
 

First Reading:  Romans 8:12-25                                                                                     - Becky Barry 
    12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him. 
    18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 86:11-17 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                  - Kim Johnson                                   
 

L: 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
   give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
C: 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
   and glorify your name forevermore.   
L: 13For great is your love toward me; 
   you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
C: 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
   they have not set you before their eyes. 
L: 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
   slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
C: 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
   give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
L: 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 
   because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Matthew 13:24-30 
      24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for 
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together 
until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – Pastor Joe 
 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #737 – He Comes to Us as One Unknown 

 

1 He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; 
 as though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
 a pulse of being stirred, a pulse of being stirred. 
 

2 He comes when souls in silence lie, and thoughts of day depart; 
 half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky 
 of night within the heart, of night within the heart. 
 

3 He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean's fume and foam; 
      yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
 a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home. 
 

4 He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; 
 to bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving name, 
 for ev'ry child of earth, for ev'ry child of earth. 
 

5 He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored; 
 the Christ in all the scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
 our Savior and our Lord, our Savior and our Lord.
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #550 – On What Has Now Been Sown 
 

1 On what has now been sown your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 the pow'r is yours alone to make it sprout and grow. 
 O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, and yours alone shall be the praise! 
 

2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow'rs; 
 accept what is your own, and pardon what is ours. 
 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive and to your word a blessing give. 
 

3 Oh, grant that each of us, now met before you here, 
 may meet together thus when you and yours appear, 
 and follow you to heav'n, our home. E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 
 

Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  
 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Song for Joy - Johann Kuhnau 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Becky Barry, Lector 

- Kim Johnson, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“O Holy Spirit, Root of Life - Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179; Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin.                              

Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“He Comes to Us as One Unknown” - Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;   
    Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Brad Graber, the Schuster family, Eric, Abdullah, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Sherry Renneke; Daniel Ringwelski; Alpha and Bill Roeszler 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Messiah Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND – Pastor Matt Valan 
 
“SPEAKING UP: A Multi-generational Conversation about Race” 
Session 2 – “What is Racism” from the book, So You Want to Talk about Race, by Ijeoma Oluo, will be 
discussed via Zoom from Noon to 1 pm on Thursday, July 23. Zoom link for July 23:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oce2urTsvEtF6B9XSgwg-h_70Ktn1JkcY   
Please email the Church Office (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) for a copy of the specific chapter. 
(This week it is Chapter 2. 
 

AM I CALLED? – A Discernment Conversation for High School Students is sponsored by Region 3 of 
the ELCA, which includes the EaND synod. Interested students may attend one or all 3 online sessions:  

1) Vocation – I am Called? July 29; 11am – Noon 
2) Public Ministry in the ELCA – Pastors, Deacons, and More! August 5; 11am – Noon 
3) How Do I Get There? – College Seminary and Other Things You Need to Know. Aug. 12; 11 am – Noon 

Register online at: www.swmnsynod.formstack.com/forms/discernment. For more information, contact 
Deacon Krista Anderson at: krista.m.anderson@elca.org or 651.208.7713. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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