
1 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost  —  July 26, 2020 
 

Prelude: “Morning Has Broken” - John Carter 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace,  

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 

 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #593 – “Drawn to the Light” 
 

1   People who walk in darkness have sought  

a light in the heart of the darkest night. 

Just when we thought all would be lost, 

we were drawn to the light of God. 
 

Refrain 

Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 

drawn to the light and the morning. 

Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight  

to be drawn to the light of God. 
 

2  How can we tell a heaven from hell 

if ev'ryone dwells in the dark of night? 

Morning dispels, gently compels,  

and we're drawn to the light of God.  

Refrain 
 

3  Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! 

The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, 

bids us to come! Life has begun  

     when we're drawn to the light of God.          

     Refrain 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:   Let us pray. Loving God, 
C:  In the mystery of mustard seeds and leaven, we find the grace of the Kingdom of God.  

       Open our minds and hearts to see your gentle rule among us and to understand  

       the truth revealed in the words of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Romans 8:28-39                                                                                  -  Linda Graf 
 

  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to 

his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also 

called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who 

will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 119.129-136 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                             - Kim Johnson                                    
 

L: 129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

C: 130When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. 

L: 131I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 

C: 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who love your name.  

L: 133Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

C: 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments. 

L:    135Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 

C: 136My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-46 
     31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 

it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in 

its branches.”  

     33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. 44The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “The Leaven Lady” – Pastor Joe 
 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #598 – For By Grace You Have Been Saved 
 

1 For by grace you have been saved and even faith is not your own, 
it's the gift of God for you and not the works that you have done. 

Don't let anybody boast, for this is God's great gift. Amen. 
 

2 "So my grace is all sufficient for each child who is my own, 

for my strength is now made perfect for each child who is my own. 

When you're weak, then you are strong, for this is God's great gift." Amen. 
 

3 So this weakness with contentment I'll accept now in myself, 

all my hardships, pains, and griefs that still lie deep within myself. 
 When I'm weak, then I am strong, for this is God's great gift. Amen. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer. 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #556 – Morning Has Broken 
 

1 Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
 sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 
 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 
 God's recreation of the new day!

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 
 

Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  
 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: “Morning Has Broken” - Don Hustad 

 
 
 Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 

- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Linda Graf, Lector 

- Kim Johnson, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination
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COPYRIGHTS: 
“Drawn to the Light” Text © John C. Ylvisaker. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“For by Grace You Have Been Saved - Text © Fennica Gehrman admin. Boosey and Hawkes, Inc. Reprinted with permission under    
OneLicense.net A-726218 
“Morning Has Broken” Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. Reprinted with permission under 
OneLicense.net A-726218.  
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Brad Graber, Bill Roezler, Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson,  
Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Bracken Rourke; Peter, Julia, Lara, Emma, and Tania Schott. 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Native American Christian Ministries, Fargo, ND – Amanda Vivier, Leader 
 

DOROTHY DAY MOSAIC GROUTING: After waiting for several months, we are finally going to 
do the grouting of the Dorothy Day mosaic on Tuesday, July 28, from 3-6 pm, at Bracken Rourke's 
Cotton Lake Tile art studio, located at 418 15th Street N, Fargo. Bracken will have all the supplies 
we need. You should wear work clothes and a face mask. We will be outside in front of his studio and 
practice social distancing as much as possible. Assuming we finish on Tuesday, we will set up a time to 
do the installation at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry sometime in August. Questions? Contact Pastor Joe 
at 612-750-5079 or pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 

“SPEAKING UP: A Multi-generational Conversation about Race” 
Session 3: “Policing, Racism, and Community” from the book, So You Want to Talk about Race, by 
Ijeoma Oluo, will be our topic of discussion via Zoom on Thursday, August 6, 6:30-7:30 pm.  Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86865481585?pwd=Z081ZXFtVFpKOGs1YnhDdkcrOTl4UT09  Please email the Church 
office (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) for a copy of Chapter 6. This is our last session for the summer. 
 

AM I CALLED? – A Discernment Conversation for High School Students is sponsored by Region 3 
of the ELCA, which includes the EaND synod. Interested students may attend one or all 3 online sessions:  

1) Vocation – I am Called? July 29; 11am – Noon 
2) Public Ministry in the ELCA – Pastors, Deacons, and More! August 5; 11am – Noon 
3) How Do I Get There? – College Seminary and Other Things You Need to Know. Aug. 12; 11 am – Noon 

Register online at: www.swmnsynod.formstack.com/forms/discernment. For more information, contact 
Deacon Krista Anderson at: krista.m.anderson@elca.org or 651.208.7713. 
 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES due tomorrow, Monday, June 24. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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