
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LGBTQ+ Pride Sunday Service  —  August 9, 2020 
 

Prelude: “Venetian Boat Song” - Felix Mendelssohn 
 

A Litany of Praise to Our Welcoming God 
 

Leader:  Blessed be our welcoming God, ☩ Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit.  
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Gracious God of many names, 
C:  We praise you for creating LGBTQ individuals as your beloved children, 
     who reflect your divine image to the world. 
L: Gracious God of many voices,  
C: We praise you for holy agitators who speak truth to power, 
    even when it is dangerous and no one is listening. 
L: Gracious God of many peoples,  
C:  We praise you for advocates who courageously come out and stand up for all queer people  
  both inside and outside the Church. 
L:  Gracious God of many times, 
C: We praise you for peacemakers who draw us all together to work for equality and justice. 
L: Gracious God of many faces,  
C: We praise you for those who envision a world where all people are celebrated for the diversity  
  of gender identities and sexual orientations, races and cultures, ages and abilities. 
L: Gracious God of many communities,  
C: We praise you for this welcoming congregation and other faith groups  
  where all may safely live and hear your words of acceptance. 
L: Gracious God of many welcomes,  
C: We praise you for Jesus and for prophets of every time and race who have spoken  
  with still, small voices and with shouts of joy to proclaim your love for all people. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW #641 – “All Are Welcome” 
 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell, how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain:  All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness, and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 
 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger, bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain                                 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed, as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

Greeting: 
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L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie: 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. Welcoming and protecting God, 

C: Storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid of others and ourselves. 

 Rescue your people from despair, deliver your children from fear,  

 and preserve us in the love of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
First Reading:  I  Kings 19:9-15                                                                           - Haley Kroshus 
     9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the 
LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous 
for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

   11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 

LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of 

sheer silence.  

    13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the 

cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 85.8-13 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                           - Oliver Jensen                                 
L:   8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
          for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
C:  9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,  
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
L:  10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;  
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
C:  11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
L:   12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
C:  13Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Matthew 14:22-33 
     22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], 
while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, 
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: “A Still, Small Voice” 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #763 – My Life Flows on in Endless Song 

 

1 My life flows on in endless song; 
 above earth's lamentation, 
 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
 that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain:  
 No storm can shake my inmost calm 
 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
 how can I keep from singing? 
 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
 I hear that music ringing.  

It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
 

3    What though my joys and comforts die? 
 The Lord my Savior liveth. 
 What though the darkness gather round? 
 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 
 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
 a fountain ever springing! 
 All things are mine since I am his! 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 
 L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
 L: Lift up your hearts.         C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
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 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #755 – “Jesus Savior, Pilot Me” 
 

1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me, over life's tempestuous sea; 

 unknown waves before me roll, hiding rock and treach'rous shoal; 

 chart and compass come from thee. Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

2 As a mother stills her child, thou canst hush the ocean wild; 

 boist'rous waves obey thy will when thou say'st to them: "Be still." 

 Wondrous sov'reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

3 When at last I near the shore, and the fearful breakers roar 

 twixt me and the peaceful rest, then, while leaning on thy breast, 

 may I hear thee say to me: "Fear not, I will pilot thee." 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 
 

 
Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  

 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: “My Life Flows On” - Jeremy Young 
 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 

- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Haley Kroshus, Lector 

- Oliver Jensen, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“All Are Welcome” – Text: Marty Haugen, ©  1994 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-726218 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 

individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 

notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

PRIDE Sunday: Today we will celebrate Pride Sunday! This week is Fargo-Moorhead Pride. This year, 

due to COVID-19, all Pride community events are being offered virtually online. To see this list of 

activities, visit www.fmpride.com/events/ 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

Eastern ND Synod Assembly: Next weekend is our Eastern North Dakota Synod Assembly, which begins 

on Friday evening, August 7 and finishes on Sunday, August 9. We are electing a new synod bishop. 

Instead of our regular Sunday worship, we invite you to join in the All-Synod Assembly worship 

service at 9 am next Sunday morning. Pastor Joe will be presiding at this service and ELCA Presiding 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will preach. The service will be live-streamed at: 

https://livestream.com/accounts/24798519/events/9236433 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s 

mom), Brad Graber, Bill Roeszler, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Jim 

Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson 

(Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson,  Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and 

Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Elna Solvang, Susan Stout-Parkos, David Twamley, Melissa Varanai 

Fargo Conference Prayer: Peace Lutheran Church, Fargo – Cassie Anderson, Pastor 
 

ON VACATION: Naomi will be out of the office this week, from August 3-7. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  

Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  

You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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