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Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost  —  August 23, 2020 
 

Prelude: Here I Am, Lord - Jack Schrader 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace,  

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #820 – O Savior, Precious Savior 

 

1 O Savior, precious Savior, whom yet unseen we love; 
 O name of might and favor, all other names above: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, our holy Lord and King. 
 

2 O bringer of salvation, who wondrously hast wrought, 
 thyself the revelation, of love beyond our thought: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, our gracious Lord and King. 
 

3 In thee all fullness dwelleth, all grace and pow'r divine; 
 the glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is thine. 
 We worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, our glorious Lord and King. 
 

4 Oh, grant the consummation of this our song above, 
 in endless adoration and everlasting love; 
 then shall we praise and bless thee where perfect praises ring, 
 and evermore confess thee, our Savior and our King! 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:   Let us pray. O God, 

C:  With all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.  

  Be our strong foundation. And form us into the body of Christ, that we may gladly  

  minister to all the world, through Jesus, our Messiah and living Lord. Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Romans 12.1-8                                                                                              -  Kari Mehr 
     1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what 

is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than 

you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 
5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in 

ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 

diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 138 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                            -  Brian Buteyn                             
 

 L: 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 C: 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

         because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

   for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

 L: 3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

 C: 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,  

 when they have heard the words of your mouth.  

 L: 5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 C: 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 

 L: 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

   you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

 C: 8You will make good your purpose for me; 

   O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  
 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:  
 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW #574 – Here I am, Lord 
 

1   "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 

 my hand will save. 

 I, who made the stars of night, 

 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 

 

Refrain 

 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

 I have borne my people's pain. 

 I have wept for love of them. 

 They turn away. 

 I will break their hearts of stone, 

 give them hearts for love alone. 

 I will speak my word to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 

 My hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer. 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #583 – Take My Life, That I May Be 
 

Refrain 

 Take my life, that I may be, consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

1 Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of thy love; 

 take my feet and let them be, swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 

2 Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 

 take my intellect and use, ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  
 

3 Take my voice and let me sing - always, only for my King; 

 take my lips and let them be, filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  
 

4 Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine; 

 take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 

Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  
 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: Allemande - George Frederic Handel 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Kari Mehr, Lector 

- Brian Buteyn, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Here I am, Lord”, Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946; Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. Reprinted with 

permission under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Marilyn Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Joan Winkler, Wendy Witteman & family, and Raydon Workin 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, Fargo – Pastor Nancy Monke 
 
NEWSLETTER: Articles are due tomorrow and the assembly/mailing will be Thursday. 
 
ON VACATION: Pastor Joe will be on vacation from August 24 – September 2. Pastor Helen Beth 
Kuhens will be on call for pastoral emergencies (218.477.0703) and preside and preach at our worship 
service on August 30.  Have a safe, restful, and refreshing time, Pastor Joe! 
 
Thanks! to all who participated in the worship survey. We had 33 surveys turned in. Results will be shared 
in the September newsletter coming out this week. 
 
AUGUST 30th Fellowship Time:  After our live-stream worship on August 30, you are invited to join in a 
fellowship time outside on the lawn at the synagogue. Bring your own beverage/treat if you’d like. We will 
wear masks and continue to social distance. Hope you can join us! 
 
School Kits: We are collecting school kit items until Sunday, September 13: pencils, pens, 70-ct spiral 
notebooks, 24-ct crayons, pencil sharpener, rulers, 2 ½” erasers, and blunt tip school scissors. You may 
also donate money to the cause—put “school kits” on your envelope or check. We will assemble the kits 
outside at the synagogue after worship on Sunday, September 13, starting around 11 a.m. 
 

OFFERINGS: During this time, please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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