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Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  September 6, 2020 
 

Prelude:  “Andante in C” - Frank Schubert 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively) 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
     full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
Congregation:  Amen. 
 

L: Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
     let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.  (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Reconciling God, 
C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
     We are worried and distracted by many things. 
     We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 We are silent in the face of racism  
 and all that separates us from our human siblings. 
  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
    Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
   that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace,  

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus. 
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame,  
 we have the promise that God loves you and me. 
 We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us. 
 May that promise give you comfort and hope, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #716 – Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 
 

1. Lord of all nations, grant me grace to love all people, ev’ry race; 

And in each person may I see my kindred, love, redeemed by thee. 
 

2. Break down the wall that would divide thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 

My neighbor’s good let me pursue; let Christian love bind warm and true. 
 

3. Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred by loveless act and thoughtless word.  

Make me to see the wrong I do will crucify my Lord anew. 
 

4. Give me thy courage, Lord, to speak whenever strong oppress the weak. 

Should I myself the victim be, help me forgive, rememb’ring thee. 
 

5. With thine own love may I be filled and by thy Holy Spirit willed, 

That all I touch, where’er I be, may be divinely touched by thee. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. O Lord God, 

C:  Enliven and preserve us with your perpetual grace. Without your help, we lose our way.  

      Remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life  

      and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Romans 13:8-14                                                                               - Mary Jane Haugen 
 
      8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 

shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 

then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not 

in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 119:33-40  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                              -  Kim Johnson 
 

 L: 33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

   and I shall keep it to the end. 

 C: 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

   I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 L: 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

   for that is my desire. 

 C: 36Incline my heart to your decrees 

   and not to unjust gain.  

 L: 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

   give me life in your way. 

 C: 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

   which is for those who fear you. 

 L: 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

   because your judgments are good. 

 C: 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 

   by your righteousness enliven me.  
                                                             
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are 
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon:  
 
Hymn of the Day:  ELW #716 – Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
 

1 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant, too. 
 

2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 

we are trav'lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3 I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the nighttime of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

4 I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

till we've seen this journey through. 
 

5 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant, too. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer. 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #522 – As We Gather at Your Table 
 

1 As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you, bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image in the world you died to save. 
 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Blessing:               

 
 
 

Leader:   May God, creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ by ever light for our eyes,  
 may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, all of our days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude:  “Larghetto in F” - Wolfgang A Mozart 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Mary Jane Haugen, Lector 

- Kim Johnson, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” – Text: ©1969, 1997. Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” – Text: Richard Gillard: ©1977 Scripture in Song, admin, Integrity Music.  Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“As We Gather at Your Table” – Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
“Now the Feast Liturgy”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Holden Evening Prayer - Final Blessing”, by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  A-726218. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592;  Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Marilyn Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Anna Burger, Brian Buteyn, Bryan Christensen, Lee Clarens and Cindy Roholt 
Fargo Conference Prayer: South Sudanese Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND 
 
GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS: Our Rally Day service will be next Sunday, September 13! Following 
the live-stream service we will have outdoor activities at the synagogue, starting about 11:30am. During 
this time of fellowship you are invited to help assemble the LWR school kits. Masks and social distancing 
are required. Bring a chair and a beverage (no food or drink will be served).  
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have 
openings for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few 
members for the Resource Committee - contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 
OFFICE SPACE: St. Mark’s has a 200 sq./ft. office available for rent at $250/mo. in its office suite. 
Contact Pastor Joe for more details – pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or 612.750.5079. 
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our mailing address is St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online on 
our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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