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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  September 13, 2020 
 

Prelude: Sonata  - Joseph Haydn 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us.  

 That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit 

            to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: 

       God’s love for you is unconditional 

            and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up 

            and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

            in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #665 – “Rise, Shine, You People!
 

1 Rise, shine, you people!  

Christ the Lord has entered 

 our human story; God in him is centered. 

 He comes to us, 

by death and sin surrounded,  

with grace unbounded. 

 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 

 he brings us freedom,  
light and life and healing. 

 All men and women, who by guilt are driven,  

now are forgiven. 
  

 

3   Come, celebrate;  

your banners high unfurling, 

 your songs and prayers  

against the darkness hurling. 

 To all the world go out and tell the story 

 of Jesus' glory. 

 

4 Tell how the Father  

sent the Son to save us. 

 Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

 Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation 

 God's new creation. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 

    C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 

           
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, 

C:  You are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone  

 with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,  

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading:  Genesis 50.15-21        - Linda Graf 
 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against 

us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of 

the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down 

before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 

the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 

preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 

your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 103.8-13  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                               - Anna Burger 
 

L:  8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;   
C: 9you will not always accuse us, 
   nor will you keep your anger forever. 
L: 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
   nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
C: 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
   so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
L: 12As far as the east is from the west, 
   so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
C: 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
   so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.                                                              
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as 

he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 

and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 
28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 

would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 

would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day: “God’s Work, Our Hands” 
 

1. God's work, our hands: working together, building a future, repairing the world, 

    raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold. 

    Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 

2. God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, following Jesus to places unknown, 

    walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God's future the goal. 

     Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 

3. God's work, our voice: singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 

    praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God's love for the lost and the least. 

    Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 

4. God is at work in and around us: seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 

    Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's love. 

    Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your Gospel.                  

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #543 – Go, My Children, with My Blessing – verses 1 and 3 
 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Dismissal -  L: Go in peace. Remember the poor!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Go My Children - Jane Holstein 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Linda Graf, Lector 

- Anna Burger, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Rise, Shine, You People!” – Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Text: Wayne L. Wold Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted to 
reproduce this composition for local, non-sale use in synods, congregations and other ministries of the ELCA.. Text: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” – 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Today we will be gathering outside at the synagogue at 11:30 for our Rally 

Day activities.  Our “Zoom” fellowship will return next Sunday. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Marilyn Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry 
Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis 
Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Judy and Jeremy Cusey, Patty Corwin, and Barbara Edin 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Crossroads Campus Ministry, Fargo, ND – Kim Adams, Campus Minister 
 
GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS: Following the live-stream service we will have outdoor activities at the 
synagogue, starting about 11:30am. During this time of fellowship you are invited to help assemble the 
LWR school kits. Masks and social distancing are required. Bring a chair and a beverage.  
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have 
openings for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few 
members for the Resource Committee - contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 
TEMPLE BETH EL WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER: St. Mark’s members and friends are invited to 
attend the virtual “High Holiday Services” starting on Friday this week. The services will be via Zoom, so  
you must RSVP to attend. Please contact St Mark’s at 701.235.5591 for more details. 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION is on Tuesday, September 15, 5:30-7 pm via Zoom. The book this month is “The 
Death of Vivek Oji” by Adwaeke Emezi. Contact Pastor Joe or Tammy Lanaghan for password information. 
 
OFFICE SPACE: St. Mark’s has a 200 sq./ft. office available for rent at $250/mo. in its office suite. 
Contact Pastor Joe for more details – pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or 612.750.5079. 
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our mailing address is  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online 
on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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