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Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  September 20, 2020 
 

Prelude:  “Balm in Gilead” – John Leavitt 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #768 – “Lead Me, Guide Me”

Refrain: 

Lead me, guide me, along the way: 
for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
1. I am weak and  
    I need thy strength and pow’r 
    to help me over my weakest hour. 
    Help me through the darkness  
    thy face to see. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.     Refrain 

 
2. Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
    Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
 I am putting all my trust in thee. 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.    Refrain 
 
3. I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
 I am blind without thy light to see. 
 Lord, just always let me thy servant be. 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me.    Refrain 

 
Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 

    C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 

           
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. Gracious God, 

C:  You show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely  

 on our own abilities, open our eyes to your mercy and inspire us to live out 

 the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Jonah 3.10 – 4.11                                                           - Cindy Roholt 
     10When God saw what [the people of Nineveh] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! 

Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I 

knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 

relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 

live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east 

of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become 

of the city.                                                                                                                    (Continued on next page) 
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  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It 

is better for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 

die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 

not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 

that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 145.1-8  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                 - Tara Jensen                                
L: 1I will exalt you, my God and king, 

   and bless your name forever and ever. 

C: 2Every day will I bless you 

   and praise your name forever and ever. 

L: 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

   There is no end to your greatness. 

C: 4One generation shall praise your works to another 

   and shall declare your power.  

L: 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

   and all your marvelous works. 

C: 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

   and I will recount your greatness. 

L: 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

   they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

C: 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-15          
     [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 

they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five 

o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 

all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their 

pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 

them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 

the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 

give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or are you envious because I am generous?’” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon: “It’s Not Fair!” – Pastor Joe 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW #614 – “There Is a Balm in Gilead” 
 

Refrain 

 There is a balm in Gilead 

 to make the wounded whole; 

there is a balm in Gilead 

to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

1 Sometimes I feel discouraged 

 and think my work's in vain, 

 but then the Holy Spirit 

      revives my soul again.  Refrain 

                                                 

  

2   If you cannot preach like Peter, 

if you cannot pray like Paul, 

 you can tell the love of Jesus 

 and say, "He died for all."  Refrain 
 

3 Don't ever be discouraged, 

 for Jesus is your friend; 

 and if you lack for knowledge 

      he'll ne'er refuse to lend.  Refrain 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.

                  
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at hom

Communion Hymn:  ELW #785 – “When Peace Like a River”  
 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.          
 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

 let this blest assurance control, that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

 and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 
 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 
 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing   

 

Dismissal -  L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: “Peace Like a River” – Jerry Ray 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Cindy Roholt, Lector 

- Tara Jensen, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Lead Me, Guide Me” - Text and Music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Muisc, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 

Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further 
notice. Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Today we will be gathering outside at the synagogue at 11:30 for our Rally 
Day activities.  Our “Zoom” fellowship will return next Sunday. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Katherine Kuhens Altendorf, Alpha Roeszler, Marilyn 
Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson,  
Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Maxine Fagerland and Linda Hamann; Carly, Amelia, and Oscar Gaddie 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Maple/Sheyenne Parish, Harwood, ND – Nichole Johnson, Pastor 
 

MOVIE NIGHT! The Education Committee is planning an outdoor movie night at Temple Beth El on 
Friday, September 25, 7-9 p.m. “Ground Hog’s Day”, which is rated PG, will be shown! Bring a blanket  
or a lawn chair and a beverage. Marshmallows will be available – (especially good in hot chocolate.) 
Take a break from work or school or home and join your St. Mark’s friends for a night of laughter and fun!  
Social distancing and masks required. Event cancelled if inclement weather.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council is calling a special 
Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 11:15 am (after worship via Zoom link.)  
The purpose of the meeting is to share information and vote on the recommendation of the Council to enter 
into a contract with Tricorne Audio, Inc. in the amount of $6,340 for equipment needed to properly 
livestream our worship services from Temple Beth El Synagogue. A letter with additional details was sent 
this week via email to members. Register in advance for this meeting on Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have 
openings for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few 
members for the Resource Committee - contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 

NEWSLETTER articles due on Thursday, Sept. 24. Mailing will be on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 9:30 a.m. 
 

SCHOOL KITS: Thanks to everyone who donated and helped with the LWR school kit project. 35 kits 
were assembled and we have enough money for 10 more! A trucking company will pick up all the quilts 
and kits in our area and bring them to Minneapolis, one of 2 main shipping sites for Lutheran World Relief.  
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our mailing address is St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online on 
our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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