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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  September 27, 2020 
 

Prelude: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” - John Leavitt 

 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 

 L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

  

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #526 – “God Is Here” 
 

1 God is here! As we your people 

 meet to offer praise and prayer, 

 may we find in fuller measure 

 what it is in Christ we share. 

 Here, as in the world around us, 

 all our varied skills and arts 

 wait the coming of the Spirit 

 into open minds and hearts. 

 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 

 of our lifelong need of grace; 

 here are table, font, and pulpit; 

 here the cross has central place. 

 Here in honesty of preaching, 

 here in silence, as in speech, 

 here, in newness and renewal, 

 God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

3 Here our children find a welcome 

 in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

 here as bread and wine are taken, 

 Christ sustains us as of old. 

 Here the servants of the Servant 

 seek in worship to explore 

 what it means in daily living 

 to believe and to adore. 

 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 

 in an age of change and doubt, 

 keep us faithful to the gospel; 

 help us work your purpose out. 

 Here, in this day's dedication, 

 all we have to give, receive; 

 we, who cannot live without you, 

 we adore you! We believe! 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 

    C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

L:   Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, 

C:  You know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them. 

 Keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,  

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Philippians 2.1-11            -  Charlie Jordan 
 

     1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  
                                                            (Continued on next page) 
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5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited,7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 

born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death—even death on a cross.  9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 25.1-9  (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                       - Amelia Gaddie                                                     
 

L: 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

C: 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies  

 triumph over me. 

L: 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

C: 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.   

L: 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted  

 all the day long. 

C: 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

L: 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your  

  steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

C: 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

L: 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 21.23-32            
 

       23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus 

said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 

argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

      28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the 

second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did 

not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:  “A Loving Choice” – Pastor Joe
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #712 – “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 
 

  1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

  2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
 

  3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
 

  4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer
      

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #608 – “Softly and Tenderly”  
 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
 

  Refrain 
 “Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home.” 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, “O sinner, come home!” 

 

  2  Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

  3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing  
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: “Softly and Tenderly” - Robert W. Thygerson 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Charlie Jordan, Lector 

- Amelia Gaddie, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“God Is Here” - Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted under  
OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” - Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984. Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further notice. 
Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Katherine Kuhens Altendorf, Alpha Roeszler, Marilyn 
Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 
Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Marianne Garvey; Linda Graf; Brad and Ruth Denton Graber, Sarah and PJ 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Zion Lutheran Church, Harwood, ND – Natalie Carlson, Pastor. 
 

NEW MEMBERS: Today during our fellowship hour, we will welcome a family of new members:  
Emily Coler-Hanson, Ben Hanson, and Macklin and Harrison! We are excited to have you here to join 
with us in the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council is calling a special Congregational 
Meeting to be held on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 11:15 am (after worship via Zoom link.)  
The purpose of the meeting is to share information and vote on the recommendation of the Council to enter 
into a contract with Tricorne Audio, Inc. in the amount of $6,340 for equipment needed to properly livestream 
our worship services from Temple Beth El Synagogue. A letter with additional details was sent this week via 
email to members. Register in advance for this meeting on Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have openings 
for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few members for 
the Resource Committee - contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 

NEWSLETTER mailing will be on Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 9:30 a.m. 
 

OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online on our website 
at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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