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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  October 4, 2020 
 

Prelude: “There in God’s Garden” - Jeremy Young 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 
            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 
            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 
C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 
       We fear that we are not good enough. 
       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 
       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  
             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 
       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  
             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 
            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 
       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 
       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #4342 – “There in God’s Garden” verses 1-4 
 

1  There in God's garden  
stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

 whose leaves hold forth  
the healing of the nations: 

 Tree of all knowledge,  
Tree of all compassion, 

 Tree of all beauty. 
 
2 Its name is Jesus,  

name that says, "Our Savior!" 
 There on its branches  

see the scars of suff'ring; 
 see where the tendrils  

of our human selfhood 
 feed on its lifeblood. 

3 Thorns not its own  
are tangled in its foliage; 

 our greed has starved it,  
our despite has choked it. 

 Yet, look! it lives!  
its grief has not destroyed it 

 nor fire consumed it. 
 
4 See how its branches  

reach to us in welcome; 
 hear what the Voice says,  

"Come to me, ye weary! 
 Give me your sickness,  

give me all your sorrow, 
 I will give blessing.

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit  be with you all. 

    C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                    
L:   Let us pray. Beloved God, 
C:  From you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those  
      things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our  
      Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 5.1-7                                                                                             -  Kari Mehr 
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very  
fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.3And now, 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do 
for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it 
shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.7For 
the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he 
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 80.7-15 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                   - Haley Kroshus                                                  
 

L: 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
C: 8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 
L: 9You cleared the ground for it;  it took root and filled the land. 
C: 10The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
L: 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
C: 12Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
L: 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
C: 14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
L: 15behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 
L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42   
     [Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 
to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #723 – “Canticle of the Turning” 
 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight  
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain: 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws 
 near, and the world is about to turn. 
 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last  
 from the depths of the past  
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight,  
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
 

 

3   From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.                                                                                                        
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                                                  

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #595 – “Jesus Loves Me” 
 

1    Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong.  
 

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, (repeat 2 times) the Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died heaven's gates to open wide; 
      he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.  Refrain

3    Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.  Refrain 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
  
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: “Jesus Loves Me” - Sandra Eithun 

 

 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 

- Joe Larson, Pastor 

- Alpha Roeszler, Pianist 

- Kari Mehr, Lector 

- Haley Kroshus, Psalm Leader 

- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 

 

 

 

 

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“There in God’s Garden” - Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982. Text © 1976 Hinshaw 

Music, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218.  

“Canticle of the Turning” - Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat. Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. 

Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 

“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 

Psalm: Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until further notice. 
Live-stream services will be on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Katherine Kuhens Altendorf, Alpha Roeszler, Marilyn 
Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Matuor Dot Alier and family, 
Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 
Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Jon Golberg, David Haugrud, Ravi Kawde, Mary Jane Haugen, and Donna 
Hokanson. Fargo Conference Prayer: Horace Lutheran Church, Horace, ND – Trey Daum, Interim Pastor. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council is calling a special Congregational 
Meeting to be held on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 11:15 am (after worship via Zoom link.)  
The purpose of the meeting is to share information and vote on the recommendation of the Council to enter 
into a contract with Tricorne Audio, Inc. in the amount of $6,340 for equipment needed to properly livestream 
our worship services from Temple Beth El Synagogue. Register in advance for this meeting on Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have openings 
for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few members for 
the Resource Committee - contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 
MOSAIC WORK:  We are planning on doing some final work on the Dorothy mosaic next Wed., Oct. 7, 
1-4 pm at the food pantry (1308 Main Ave, Moorhead.) We need to add a frame. Plus, we have decided to 
darken the grout around the tiles (the grout we applied looks too light.) Please let Pastor Joe know if you 
plan to join us. Also everyone should wear a facemask and work clothes. 
 
BOOKS AVAILABLE for Anti-Racism Reading Circle to begin on October 29. We have 5 free ones to give 
away.  Contact church office to sign up for one! 
 
MOSAIC DEDICATION: A formal dedication of the mosaic will take place on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 3 
pm at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry, 1308 Main Avenue, Moorhead. We especially invite everyone who 
has helped with this mosaic project to attend. We will wear facemasks and try to social distance as much as 
possible in the lobby. 
 
SIGN UP FOR ART PROJECT: We will have 15 small paint kits to distribute for Michelle Walka’s art 
project via Zoom on Sunday, October 18 at 11:30 am. Email or call Naomi at the office. (Info below!) 
 
VISIT THE “BE, EXIST” exhibit at the Plains Art Museum this month. Admission is free! The education 
committee will lead a discussion about it via Zoom on Sunday, October 25, after “coffee fellowship.” 
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able.  
Our mailing address is: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 

 

                 

 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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