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Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost  —  October 11, 2020 

 

Prelude: “Allegro Assai” - Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach 

 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #482 – “I Come with Joy”  

 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends, 

 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 

    C: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

L:   Let us pray. Host of the feast, 

C:  You have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance.  

 Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,  

 and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ,  

 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading: Philippians 44-9                                                                                        - Becky Barry 
     4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Psalm 23 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                      - Maxine Fagerland                                                                                                    
 

L:    1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

C: 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

L: 3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

C: 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

     for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.   

L: 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil,  

              and my cup is running over. 

C: 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

        and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14    
     1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited 

to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 

have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and 

went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, 

and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 

their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go 

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves 

went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall 

was filled with guests. 

  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 

wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 

was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few 

are chosen.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:   “An Unexpected Invite” – Pastor Joe
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #469 – “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” 

1 By your hand you feed your people, 
food of angels, heaven's bread. 
For these gifts we did not labor,  
by your grace have we been fed: 

 

Refrain 
Christ's own body, blessed and broken, 
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 
given as a living token  
of your world redeemed, restored. 

 

2 In this meal we taste your sweetness, 
bread for hunger, wine of peace. 
Holy word and holy wisdom 
satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 
 

3 Send us now with faith and courage 
to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 
In our living and our dying, 
we become what we receive:  Refrain 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
 L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.       
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
 
Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
Communion Hymn:  ELW #547 – “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

1    Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take 

leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, your love shall 

unite us, to work for your kingdom and 
answer your call. 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children,  
 the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we  
      bear. 

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: “The Ash Grove” - Lloyd Larson                                                                                                       
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
COPYRIGHTS:. 
“I Come with Joy” - Text: Brian A. Wren, Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” - Text: Susan R. Briehl, Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” - Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.Text © 1964 World Library Publications, Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortess.

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
-  Becky Barry, Lector 

- Maxine Fagerland, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination



5 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 
camera system gets installed (see note note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services 
continue in Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP continues this week on October 14 at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth El Synagogue. 
Wearing a mask and social distancing are required. Communion will be offered. 
 
SPECIAL FUNDRAISER: A “Technology Fundraiser” has begun for a new camera equipment to enable 
us to live-stream services from the sanctuary at Temple Beth El (which was approved at the congregational 
meeting last week)!  Please note on your check or online donation that it’s for the tech fund.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Alpha Roeszler, Marilyn Jensen, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva 
Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt (Cindy’s mom), Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona 
Jordan, Jim Jordan (Charlie’s brother), Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit 
Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Benjamin Huynh, Tammy Lanaghan, Stan, Naomi, and Ann Franek 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Kindred Lutheran Church, Kindred, ND – Pastor Andrew Schlecht 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Looking for ways to use your gifts for St. Mark’s? We have openings 
for a newsletter editor and a website manager – call the office for details. Also we need a few members for 
the Resource Committee—contact Peter Schott at peter@peterschott.net or 701.269.0187 
 
SIGN UP FOR ART PROJECT: We will have 15 small paint kits to distribute for Michelle Walka’s art 
project via Zoom on Sunday, October 18 at 11:30 am. Email or call Naomi at the office. (Info below!) 
 

BOOKS AVAILABLE for Anti-Racism Reading Circle to begin on October 29 at 7 pm via zoon. We have 5 

free ones to give away.  Contact church office to sign up for one! 

 

MOSAIC DEDICATION: A formal dedication of the mosaic will take place on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 3 

pm at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry, 1308 Main Avenue, Moorhead.  We will wear facemasks and try to 

social distance as much as possible in the lobby. 
 
VISIT THE “BE, EXIST” exhibit at the Plains Art Museum this month. Admission is free! The education 
committee will lead a discussion about it via Zoom on Sunday, October 25, after “coffee fellowship.” 
________ 

 
 
 

                 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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