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Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost  —  October 18, 2020 

 

Prelude: “Allegro Giocoso” - Joseph Haydn 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #520– “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 

 
 

1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 

 we have come again to hear you; 

 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 

 and in glowing faith be near you 

 as the promises here given 

 draw us wholly up to heaven. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

 lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

 till your Spirit breaks the night, 

 filling us with light unclouded. 

 All good thoughts and all good living 

 come but by your gracious giving. 

3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 

 Light of light from God proceeding, 

 Jesus, send your blessed light; 

 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

 that our prayers and songs may please you, 

 as with grateful hearts we praise you. 
 

4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
 praise to you and adoration! 

 Grant us what we need the most: 

 all your gospel's consolation 
 while we here on earth await you, 

 till in heaven with praise we greet you.

 
Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain) 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L:   Let us pray. Sovereign God, 
C:  raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us  
       act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
       and Lord. Amen. 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 45.1-7        - Brian Buteyn 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him 

and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 2I will go before 

you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will 

give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the 

LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 

call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, from the rising of 

the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light 

and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 96 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                      - Ruth Denton-Graber 

 

 L: 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 

    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 C: 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

    proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 L: 3Declare God’s glory  among the nations 

    and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 C: 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 

    more to be feared than all gods.   

 L: 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

    but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

 C: 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

    power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 L: 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

    ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 C: 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

    bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.   

 L: 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

    tremble before the LORD, all the earth.                                                      
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22    
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, 

along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 

accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, 

then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 

“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought 

him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The 

emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:

Hymn of the Day: ELW #546 – “To Be Your Presence” 
 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 

to be your heart of mercy ever near, 

alleluia! 

 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 

to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 

to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 

alleluia! 

 

 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 

to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 

to be your voice of hope, your love 

expressed, alleluia! 

  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands 

and voice, 

to serve your people is our call and choice, 

and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  

alleluia!
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   
     
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    

 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #742 – “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

 all our sins and griefs to bear! 

 What a privilege to carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

 all because we do not carry 

 ev'rything to God in prayer! 

  

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

 Is there trouble anywhere? 

 We should never be discouraged-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

  

Can we find a friend so faithful 

 who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

 cumbered with a load of care? 

 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 

 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

 you will find a solace there. 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” - Margaret Goldston Larson                                                                                                       
 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:   
    -  Joe Larson, Pastor 

-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
-  Brian Buteyn, Lector 
- Ruth Denton-Graber, Psalm Leader 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COPYRIGHTS:. 
“To Be Your Presence” - Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939  Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-726218.  
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Forte
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a 

Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new camera system 

gets installed (see note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services continue in Sundays at 10 am via 

Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP continues this week on October 21 at 7 p.m. at Temple Beth El Synagogue. Wearing a 

mask and social distancing are required. Communion will be offered. 

 

SPECIAL FUNDRAISER: A “Technology Fundraiser” has begun for a new camera equipment to enable us to 

live-stream services from the sanctuary at Temple Beth El (which was approved at the congregational meeting last 

week)!  Please note on your check or online donation that it’s for the tech fund. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online on our website at: 

www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson (Jane’s sister), Alpha Roeszler, 

Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, 

Dona Jordan, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 

Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  

 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Mel and Brenda Jacobson; Jay Jansen and Jeff Ware; Kermit and Marilyn Jensen 

Fargo Conference Prayer: New Hope Lutheran Church, Leonard, ND – Pastor Samuel Propsom 

 

BAPTISM: We are excited to welcome Harrison Hanson as a beloved child of God, who was baptized by Pastor Joe on 

October 10, 2020, in his family's backyard. May God bless him and his entire family: Ben, Emily and Macklin! 

 

COUNCIL meets via Zoom on Thursday, October 22, at 5:30pm. 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on Friday, October 23. 

 

VISIT THE “BE, EXIST” exhibit at the Plains Art Museum this month. Admission is free! The education committee 

will lead a discussion about it via Zoom on Sunday, October 25, after “coffee fellowship.” 

 

BOOKS AVAILABLE for Anti-Racism Reading Circle to begin on October 29 at 7 pm via zoon. We have 5 free ones 

to give away.  Contact church office to sign up for one! 

 

MOSAIC DEDICATION: A formal dedication of the mosaic will take place on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 3 pm at the 

Dorothy Day Food Pantry, 1308 Main Avenue, Moorhead.  We will wear facemasks and try to social distance as 

much as possible in the lobby. 

 

SERVICE OF INSTALLATION for Bishop-Elect, Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth, is Saturday, October 31, 2020, at 2 p.m. 

via an all-digital worship service.  Livestream on: www.eandsynod.org or www.facebook.com/endsynod  
________ 

            
 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email:  
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw
http://www.eandsynod.org/
http://www.facebook.com/endsynod
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

