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Reformation Sunday  —  October 25, 2020 

 

Prelude: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - Margaret Goldston 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 
 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #504 – “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

1    A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

 all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

 they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; 

 in battle we'll engage! 

 His might is doomed to fail; 

 God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain)  

 

Prayer of the Day 
L:   Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, 
C:  We thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit 

       on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of  

       trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,  

       through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

       one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Romans 3:19-28          - Mary Jane Haugen 
     19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 

in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  

(Continued on next page) 
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     21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 

prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 

blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and 

that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? 

By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Psalm 46 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                                - Kim Johnson                                                   

L: 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C: 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  

    and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

L: 3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C: 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

L: 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 

C: 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.   

L: 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

C: 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

L: 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow,  

    and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

C: 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations;  

               I will be exalted in the earth.” 

L: 11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter.  C: Glory, to you O Lord.  
 

Gospel: John 8:31-36   
        31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not 

have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you 

will be free indeed.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #517 – “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 
 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

 for you are Lord of lords alone; 

 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 

3   O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 

ter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   
 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #826 – “Thine the Amen”
 

1    Thine the amen thine the praise 
 alleluias angels raise 
 thine the everlasting head 
 thine the breaking of the bread 
 thine the glory thine the story 
 thine the harvest then the cup 
 thine the vineyard then the cup 
 is lifted up lifted up. 
 

2 Thine the life eternally 
 thine the promise let there be 
 thine the vision thine the tree 
 all the earth on bended knee 
 gone the nailing gone the railing 
 gone the pleading gone the cry 
 gone the sighing gone the dying 
 what was loss lifted high. 
 

3 Thine the truly thine the yes 
 thine the table we the guest 
 thine the mercy all from thee 
 thine the glory yet to be 

  
then the ringing and the singing 

 then the end of all the war 
 thine the living thine the loving 
 evermore evermore. 
 

4 Thine the kingdom thine the prize 
 thine the wonder full surprise 
 thine the banquet then the praise 
 then the justice of thy ways 
 thine the glory thine the story 
 then the welcome to the least 
 then the wonder all increasing 
 at thy feast at thy feast. 
 

5 Thine the glory in the night 
 no more dying only light 
 thine the river thine the tree 
 then the Lamb eternally 
      then the holy holy holy 
 celebration jubilee 
 thine the splendor thine the brightness 
 only thee only thee. 

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 
Dismissal -  L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast - John Leavitt
 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:  
 -  Joe Larson, Pastor                                               - Kim Johnson, Psalm Leader 
 -  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                        - Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination
 -  Mary Jane Haugen, Lector 
 
COPYRIGHTS:. 
“A Mighty Fortress” - Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Thine the Amen” - Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Text © 1983 admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 
camera system gets installed (see note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services continue in 
Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP has been canceled, due to the rising cases of COVID-19 in our area. 
 
SPECIAL FUNDRAISER: A “Technology Fundraiser” has begun for a new camera equipment to enable 
us to live-stream services from the sanctuary at Temple Beth El (which was approved at the congregational 
meeting last week)!  Please note on your check or online donation that it’s for the tech fund.  
Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103.  
You can also donate online on our website at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
    You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Anna Burger, Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson 
(Jane’s sister), Alpha Roeszler, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt,  
Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s 
brother), Kermit and Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley,  
and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Tara & Oliver Jensen, Kim Johnson, Adam Johnston, Charlie Jordan & Pastor Joe. 
 

Fargo Conference Prayer: Zion Lutheran Church, Oriska, ND – Dan Faust, Pastor 
 
NEWSLETTER MAILING is Thursday, October 29 at 9:30 am, at the office. 
 
THE ANTI-RACISM READING CIRCLE begins this Thursday, October 29, at 7 pm via Zoom. The book 

is “Dear Church” by Lenny Duncan. We have 5 free books to give away.  Contact Naomi to register and for 

the book delivery at 701.235.5591 or admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. The link for the Zoom meeting is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83991511388?pwd=LzVpMVhucXdDMVJETUhBNDZqYVN3dz09 

 

DOROTHY DAY MOSAIC DEDICATION: A formal dedication of the mosaic will take place 

on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 3 pm at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry, 1308 Main Avenue, Moorhead.   

We will wear facemasks and try to social distance as much as possible in the lobby. 
 
SERVICE OF INSTALLATION for Bishop-Elect, Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth, is Saturday, October 31, 
2020, at 2 p.m. via an all-digital worship service.  Links to the livestream will be found at the following: 
www.eandsynod.org or www.facebook.com/endsynod  
 

 
 

 
        St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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