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Pentecost 23  —  November 8, 2020 

 

Prelude: SLANE-THAXTED - John Leavitt 

 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 

 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #438 – “My Lord, What a Morning” 

 

Refrain 

 My Lord, what a morning; 

 my Lord, what a morning; 

 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

 when the stars begin to fall. 

 

1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

2 You will hear the sinner cry, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

3 You will hear the Christian shout, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain)  

 

           
 
Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. O God of justice and love, 
C:  You illumine our way through life with your grace and comfort. Give us the light we need, and 

          awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Amos 5.18-24                                                                                        - Linda Graf 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 

 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 

 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
       24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

           
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Sermon
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Psalm 70 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                         - Anna Burger 
L: 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

  O LORD, make haste to help me. 

C: 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.   

L: 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 

  turn back because of their shame. 

C:   4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 

L: 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  

                                                                          

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord  
 

Gospel: Matthew 25.1-13   
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 

and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 

not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while 

they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 

and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 

replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 

hour.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Pastor Joe 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #880 – “O God Beyond All Praising” 
 

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today, 

 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

 for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send, 

 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 

 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

 we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 

2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 

its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 

but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown— 

though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 

for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 

and we through him are given the final victory. 

 

3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 

 that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 

 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 

 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #625 – “Come, We That Love the Lord” verses 1, 2, and 4 

1 Come, we that love the Lord, 

 and let our joys be known; 

 join in a song with sweet accord, 

 join in a song with sweet accord 

 and thus surround the throne, 

 and thus surround the throne. 

 

Refrain 

 We're marching to Zion, 

 beautiful, beautiful Zion: 

 we're marching upward to Zion, 

 the beautiful city of God. 

 

2    Let those refuse to sing 

      who never knew our God; 

 but children of the heav'nly king, 

 but children of the heav'nly king 

may tell their joys abroad, 

 may tell their joys abroad.  Refrain 

 

4    Then let our songs abound, 

 and ev'ry tear be dry; 

 we're marching through Immanuel's ground, 

 we're marching through Immanuel's ground, 

 to fairer worlds on high, 

 to fairer worlds on high.  Refrain 
 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: “Marching to Zion” - Anna Laura Page

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders: 

 

 -  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                
 -  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                        
 -  Linda Graf, Lector  

 -  Anna Burger, Psalm Leader 
 -  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination
 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
 
“O God Beyond All Praising” - Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 
camera system gets installed (see note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services continue in 
Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson (Jane’s sister), Alpha 
Roeszler, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the 
Schuster family, Dona Jordan, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah 
Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Haley and Ryu Kroshus, Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens, and Teresa Kuhens 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Lutheran Church of the Cross, West Fargo, ND – Joel Baranko and Megan 
Casper, Pastors 
 
ANTI-RACISM READING CIRCLE continues this Thursday, November 12, at 7 pm via zoom. The name 
of the book is “Dear Church” by Lenny Duncan. Please join us whether or not you can attend all of the 
sessions. Contact Naomi for Zoom meeting information. 
 
ADVENT WREATHS: On Sunday, November 22, the Education Committee is sponsoring a mini-workshop 
on Zoom on how to make a simple advent wreath for your home. We will meet around 11:30am after our 
Sunday fellowship time. This is meant for all ages and skill levels – showing how you might have most of 
the materials needed right at home. Join us! 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION will meet on Tuesday, November 17, 5:30-7pm, to discuss the book, 

“How We Fight for Our Lives: A Memoir” by Saeed Jones. For the zoom meeting information, please contact 
Tammy at shvetapitha@gmail.com or Pastor Joe at pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 
SPECIAL FUNDRAISER: A “Technology Fundraiser” is in progress for new camera equipment for live-
streaming services from the sanctuary at Temple Beth El.  Please note on your check or online donation that it’s 
for the tech fund. Mail to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. Donate 
online on at: www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. We have raised $1,800 from individual donations and 
$500 from Thrivent Action Team funds. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
     St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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