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Pentecost 24 —  November 15, 2020 

 

Prelude: O God, Our Help in Ages Past - Jerry Carraway 

 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 

 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #632 – “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 and our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

 your saints have dwelt secure; 

 sufficient is your arm alone, 

 and our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

 or earth received its frame, 

 from everlasting you are God, 

 to endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

 are like an evening gone, 

 short as the watch that ends the night 

 before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

 they fly forgotten, as a dream 

 dies at the op'ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 still be our guard while troubles last 

 and our eternal home. 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain)  

 

           
 
Prayer of the Day 
L:   Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, 
C:  You own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with 

       justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ,  

       our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11              - Tara Jensen 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to 

you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When 

they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come 

upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 

surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or 

of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 

and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us 

not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we 

are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 

indeed you are doing. 

           
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 

 

Psalm 90.1-12 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                - Elna Solvang 

 

L: 1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 

C: 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, 

      from age to age you are God. 

L: 3You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” 

C: 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 

   and like a watch in the night;  

L: 5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: 

C: 6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

L: 7For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. 

C:   8Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.   

L: 9When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

C:  10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; 

       yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

L:   11Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation? 

C:   12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord  
 

Gospel: Matthew 25.14-30   
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 

made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the 

one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After 

a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received 

the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; 

see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, 

I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 

harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and 

I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked 

and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then 

you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 

own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those 

who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 

they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #695 – “As Saints of Old” 

 

1    As saints of old their firstfruits brought 

 of orchard, flock, and field 

 to God, the giver of all good, 

 the source of bounteous yield; 

 so we today firstfruits would bring, 

 the wealth of this good land, 

 of farm and market, shop and home, 

 of mind and heart and hand. 

 

2 A world in need now summons us 

 to labor, love, and give; 

 to make our life an offering 

 to God, that all may live. 

 The church of Christ is calling us 

 to make the dream come true: 

 a world redeemed by Christ-like love; 

 all life in Christ made new. 

 

3 In gratitude and humble trust 

 we bring our best today 

 to serve your cause and share your love 

 with all along life's way. 

 O God, who gave yourself to us 

 in Jesus Christ your Son, 

 teach us to give ourselves each day 

  until life's work is done. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #815 – “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” verses 1 & 3 
 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

 God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain 

 In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

3    I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

 When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light - Sara Glick 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
 -  Helen Beth Kuhens, Guest Pastor                           - Tara Jensen, Lector                         
 -  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                              -  Elna Solvang, Psalm Leader 
 -  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   
COPYRIGHTS: 
“As Saints of Old” – Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light” – Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 
camera system gets installed (see note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services continue in 
Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  

 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson, Alpha Roeszler, 
Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster 
family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola 
Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.      
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Bob and Linda Liebelt; Jon, Tessa Moon, Isaac, and Phoenix Leiseth       
Fargo Conference Prayer: Martin’s Lutheran Church, Casselton, ND: Mike Jacobson and Keith Walka, 
Pastors 
 
IN SYMPATHY: We give thanks for the life of Dona Jordan, Charlie Jordan’s mother, who passed away on 
Monday, Nov 9, 2020, at her home in Minneapolis, MN. The interment service was held on Thursday at Ft. 
Snelling National Cemetery. We pray comfort for her family, especially Charlie and Joe. 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION will meet on Tuesday, November 17, 5:30-7pm, to discuss the book, 

 “How We Fight for Our Lives: A Memoir” by Saeed Jones. For the zoom meeting information, please contact 
  Tammy at shvetapitha@gmail.com or Pastor Joe at pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  
 
ANTI-RACISM READING CIRCLE continues this Thursday, November 19, at 7 pm via zoom to discuss 
the book, “Dear Church”, by Lenny Duncan.  
 
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on Friday, Nov. 20. 
 
ADVENT WREATHS: Next Sunday, November 22, the Education Committee is sponsoring a mini-
workshop on Zoom on how to make a simple advent wreath for your home. We will meet around 11:30am 
after our Sunday fellowship time. This is meant for all ages and skill levels – showing how you might have 
most of the materials needed right at home. Join us! 
 
SPECIAL FUNDRAISER: A “Technology Fundraiser” is in progress for new camera equipment for live-
streaming services from the sanctuary at Temple Beth El.  Please note on your check or online donation that 
it’s for the tech fund. Contact the office for more information – 701.235.5591. 

 
     St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

    Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591 Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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