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The Reign of Christ Sunday —  November 22, 2020 

 

Prelude:  Beautiful Savior – Melody Bober 

 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

 L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.) 

 

L:   Source of all life, 

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

       We fear that we are not good enough. 

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we  

             hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems. 

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us. That we may become a church  

             powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to empower our lives in the world. 

       Hear these words of promise: God’s love for you is unconditional and your sins are forgiven. 

       Together as God’s people, we are raised up and set free from all that holds us in bondage, 

       in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #838 – “Beautiful Savior” 

 
1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
      be with you all.   C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie  (Congregation Sings Refrain)  

 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
L:   Let us pray. O Generous God, 

C:  Jesus shows us the way of humble service and opens our eyes to those in need.  

Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world  

you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15                    - Charlie Jordan 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: “They 
have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now [the one] who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This 
service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in 
many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others 
will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to 
you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift! 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon 
 
Psalm 95.1-7a (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                            - Amelia Gaddie 

 
L: 1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

C: 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 

        and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 

L: 3For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 

C:    4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.   

L: 5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 

C: 6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 

L: 7aFor the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture  

              and the sheep of God’s hand.  

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord  
 

Gospel: Matthew 25.31-46   

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 

the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 

and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family 

you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 

saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon:  “Gratitude” – Pastor Joe

Hymn of the Day: ELW #717 – “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” 
 

1 Let justice flow like streams, of sparkling water, pure, 

 enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2 Let righteousness roll on, as others' cares we heed, 

 an ever-flowing stream of faith translated into deed. 
 

3 So may God's plumb line, straight, define our measure true, 

 and justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #471 – “Let Us Break Bread Together”  

 

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 

 let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

Refrain 

 When I fall on my knees, 

 with my face to the rising sun, 

 O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 

 

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the Good News!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Let Us Break Bread Together - Cindy Berry

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
 -  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                   - Charlie Jordan, Lector                         
 -  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                              - Amelia Gaddie, Psalm Leader 
 -  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“Let Justice Flow Like Streams” – Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 

camera system gets installed (see note below about supporting that project.) Live-stream services continue in 

Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson, Alpha Roeszler, 

Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster 

family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola 

Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.      
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Chris Maki, Amy and Mackenzie Noer, Brenda McWilliams, Karissa 
Mehr and Jason Melin; Fargo Conference Prayer: Shepherd of the Prairie-Christine, Hickson, and Walcott, 
ND: Karin Moberg, Pastor  
 
IN SYMPATHY: We give thanks for the life of Lillian Solvang, 91, of Barrington, RI, who passed away on 
September 30, 2020.  She is the mother of Elna Solvang. We pray comfort for Elna and her family, who are 
gathering this weekend for her service.  
 
ADVENT WREATHS: After fellowship time today the Education Committee is sponsoring a mini-
workshop on Zoom on how to make a simple advent wreath for your home. We will meet around 11:30 am. 
This is meant for all ages and skill levels – showing how you might have most of the materials needed right at 
home. Join us! 
 
ADVENT STUDY OFFERED: The Education Committee is offering a 4-session study called, “God With 
Us”, a resource provided by the ELCA. The study is scheduled for 11:30am on the Sundays of Advent: 
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, and 20.  The study booklets are available at the office or we can email you a 
downloadable document. We also have Advent Calendars available. If you would like either the booklet 
and/or Advent calendar mailed to you, please call or email the church office, 701.235.5591. We have several 
copies available! 
 
TECHNOLOGY FUNDRAISER: Thanks to everyone who has so generously given to our technology 
fundraiser. We have raised about $1,800 in individual donations! We have also secured funding through the 
Thrivent Action Team Program and are still waiting to hear on a few other small grants. We are excited to 
start livestreaming from Temple Beth El, but are still waiting for some back-ordered items. The installation 
date is pending. 
 
OFFICE UPDATE: Naomi will be working from home this week and is available by phone or email: 
701.298.8920 or admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com. Tammy plans to be in the office from about 9:30 am to 
4:30 pm Mon-Wed. Pastor Joe will be in on Tuesday and Wednesday.  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw

