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First Sunday of Advent —  November 29, 2020 

 

Prelude: Sleepers, Wake! A Voice Astounds Us - Gilbert M. Martin 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 

     who comes to wake us from sleep and leads us along the path of grace.  Amen. 
 

L:  Let us prepare the way of the LORD by confessing our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L: God of morning sun and evening stars, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared 

        for your merciful reign among us. 

     We ignore our neighbors in need 

          and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

     In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us 

       as we wait impatiently for the coming of a savior. 

         Fill our hearts with faith, that we like Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

     may rejoice in your good news. Amen. 
 

L: Comfort, comfort, now my people, says your God. 

  May you feel the love of the Creator who made you, 

   ☩ find renewed life in the Word who dwells among you, 

    and be filled with hope by the Holy Spirit within you. 
C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #244 – “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” vs. 1, 2, and 4 

 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

 and let your lights appear; 

 the evening is advancing, 

 and darker night is near. 

 The bridegroom is arising 

 and soon is drawing nigh. 

 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

 at midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain 

 proclaim the bridegroom near; 

 go forth as he approaches 

 with alleluias clear. 

  

     The marriage feast is waiting; 

the gates wide open stand. 

 Arise, O heirs of glory; 

 the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation, 

 O Jesus, now appear; 

 arise, O Sun so longed for, 

 o'er this benighted sphere. 

 With hearts and hands uplifted, 

 we plead, O Lord, to see 

 the day of earth's redemption 

 that sets your people free. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “You Are Holy” 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Christ, and come. 

C:   By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins,  

 and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign 

 with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 64.1-4         - Kari Mehr  
 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

    

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

   

Children’s Sermon 

 

“Light One Candle” vs 1 
 

1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  

    let the light banish darkness. 

    He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

    God fulfills the promise. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                       - Haley Kroshus                         
   
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

   shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

   stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, 

   how long will your anger fume when your people pray?   

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

   you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

   and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

      the one you have made so strong for yourself.   

 18And so will we never turn away from you; 

   give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.                                                        
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13th chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord  
 

Gospel: Mark 13.24-37 
 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see 

‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather 

his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its 

lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when 

he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 

or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

  

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #243 – “Lost in the Night” vs. 1-3 

 

1 Lost in the night do the people yet languish,  

longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 

  plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish.  

Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 

 

2 Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow?  

Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 

  giving no heed to our burden of sorrow?  

Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 

 

3 Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling,  

dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 

  death's deepest shadows forever dispelling.  

Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,      C: Hear our prayer.   

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #260 – “The King Shall Come”  Verses 1, 2, and 5 
 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light triumphant breaks, 

 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

 and life to joy awakes. 

 

2 Not as of old a little child, 

 to bear and fight and die, 

 but crowned with glory like the sun 

 that lights the morning sky. 

 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light and beauty brings. 

 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

 come quickly, King of kings. 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: The King Shall Come - Joseph M. Martin 
 
 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
 -  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                   -  Kari Mehr, Lector                         
 -  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                            -  Haley Krohus, Psalm Leader 
 -  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
 

“Light One Candle” – Text: © 1984 Fortress Press: Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Lost in the Night” – Text: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress: Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
“Kyrie” – Larry Olson, © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 

camera system gets installed. Stream services continue on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Shirley Ann McCorquodale (grandmother of Ryu 

Kroshus), Jay Jansen, Jeff Ware, Kathy Johnson, Alpha Roeszler, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in 

Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, 

Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Viola Ware, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.      
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Sherry Renneke, Daniel Ringwelski, Nancy Monson, and Jane Radig 
Fargo Conference Prayer: Davenport and Norman Lutheran Churches, Davenport and Kindred, ND – Pastor 
Kathy Valan, Interim  
 

 
ADVENT STUDY OFFERED: The Education Committee is offering a 4-session study 
called, “God With Us”, a resource provided by the ELCA. The study is scheduled for 
11:30am on the Sundays of Advent: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, and 20.  The booklets are available 
at the office or we can email you a downloadable document. We also have Advent Calendars 
available. If you would like either the booklet and/or Advent calendar mailed to you, please 
call or email the church office, 701.235.5591. We have several copies available! 
 

 
TECHNOLOGY FUNDRAISER: Thanks to everyone who has so generously given to our technology 
fundraiser! We are only $46 short of our goal, but we have a small grant coming from the synod office which 
will more than cover that shortfall. Now we wait for the equipment to come in and set the date for a one-day 
installation at the synagogue! 
 
ANTI-RACISM READING CIRCLE meets this Thursday, Dec. 3, at 7 pm via Zoom for Session 4:  
“What’s Next?”—Reflection on the past three sessions and conversation around our anti-racist actions as 
individuals, as a congregation and as a denomination.  
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS NEEDED: The Red River Health Project serves people with HIV-AIDS in this 
region. We are looking for volunteers to sign up to buy Christmas presents for the individuals in the group. 
Our recommendation is for $25 per person and $10 for shipping outside the FM area if needed. Please sign up 
by emailing Pastor Joe pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or Naomi admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com by 
December 4.  The recipient’s name will remain anonymous, but you will be given suggestions for particular 
gifts. 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION: Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. Our 
next gathering will be via Zoom on Tuesday, December 15, 2020, from 5:30 -7:00 pm.  Our December 
selection is: “You Should See Me in a Crown” by Leah Johnson. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: A service of “Lessons & Carols” will be livestreamed via Facebook on 
December 24, 2020, at 5 p.m.  The recorded version will be available on St. Mark’s YouTube site as well as 
our Facebook page. 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

